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1. In compliance with reference (a), the action report for the period 
14 September through 5 October 1950 is hereby submitted. 


Part Is Composition of Own Forces and Mission . 

e ■ ' ; 

A. In accordance v/ith dispatch orders from Commander Seventh Fleet 
the U.S.S. BOXEIf ( CV-21 ) , with Carrier Air Group TWO) embarked, departed • ..m 

SASEBO Harbor , Japan, 14 September 1950 in company with the U.S.S. ',-?i 
MAHCHEST3E (Cl-83), U.S.S. BADFOED (DDE-446 1 ) , and the U.S.S. JAMES E. | 

ICY3S (DD-787), Capt. L.S. Perks, USB, eoirmrhding the U.S.S. MANCHESTER, / S 

was OTC, This group of f our ships proceeded to th® Yellow Sea where it , ' 

rendezvoused with Task Force 77 on 15 September, reporting for duty to ' ; 

Bear Admiral E.C. Ewon, USN, CTF77 who wan also CTG77.4 and ComCarDiv OHS, \ 4 

Bear Admiral J.M. HOSKINS, Commander Carrier Division THREE, in the U.S.S, 

VALLEY FORGE (CV-45), was second in command. The Task Force was operating . * 

in accordance with ComCarDiv ONE Operation Order 1-50, Task Force 77 
consisted of three carriers, two cruisers, and three divisions of destroyers : -ti 

as follows; ' 0:4? 


U.S.S. VALLEY FOBGE ( CV-45) 

U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (OV-47) 

U.S.S. BOXER (OT-21) . 

U.S.S. WORCESTER (CL-144) ' 

U.S.S. MANCHESTER (CL-83) 

Destroyer DivisiomSl, 111, and 112 

B. The mission 0 if the Task Force wan to conduct air operations in the 
North Korean area in order toi (a) maintain air supremacy, (b) isolate the 


j 
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objective area, and (c) provide air cover and support for operations of the 
Attack force in its amphibious assault on INCHON scheduled to coimence 
the evening of. 15 September 1950. 


Part Hi Chronological Order of Events . 

A. Operations were conducted approximately sixty miles west of Inchon, 
Korea in the Yellow Sea with replenishment being accomplished in an area 
immediately to the south-southwest of the scone of operations, for replenish- 
ment purposes the Task force was divided into three groups, with two groups 
carrying out flight operations while the third replenished. Thus each 

group in turn had flight operations for two successive days and replenished 
on the third. 

B. Air operations during the period of this report consisted of the 

following, types of missions: Beep supoort, close support, targets of 

opportunity sweeps, combat air patrols, target combat air patrols, anti- 
submarine patrols, naval gun fire spotting, and photo reconnaissance. 

C. Enemy opposition was spotty. His ground forces appeared to have 
little in the way of heavy equipment or armament and his land transport 
facilities and rolling stock wore rapidly reduced to ineffectiveness; the 
only vehicles observed moving in the later stages of the operation were 
primitive hand carts and ox carts, few, if any, enemy planes were seen in 
the air, and flak was meager to moderate in volume. Mines posed the most 
serious enemy threat to our operations. 


D. The following is an outline of the EOXEH's employment during the 
period covered by this action report: 

•i 14 September - Departed Sasebo at 18261 for Task force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN off the vest coast of Korea. 

15 September - At 13381, the BOXES suffered a failure of the 
number four main reduction gear, necessitating the securing of the number 
four main engine and locking the .pro-poller shaft. It was determined that 
the maximum possible sustained speed was 26 knots with a. maximum emergency 
speed of 28 knots for short periods. The number four main engine remained 
inoperative for the rest of this operation. 

At 14151, the BOXES reported to Conma.nder Task force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN and took station in formation. At 1432, planes were launched to 
conduct strikes against shore defenses in the Inchon area in order to prepare 
the beach for amphibious assault. All planes were recovered at 18201. 

Pilots reported no enemy air opposition and, although some flak was encountered, 
no damage to aircraft was sustained. 


16 September - Air operations against Korean targets wore continued. 
During the launch, an E4U, piloted by Ensign J. BROGAN, USN, crashed into the 
sea and burned when the engine failed. The pilot, who was rescued by 
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helicopter, received "burns about the face and hands. Lt Comdr. D.C. TAYLOR, 
USH, in another P4U , na.de a. forced water landing in Inchon Harbor and he, 
too, was rescued "by a. helicopter. 


17 Septenber - Air strikes against Forth Korean targets were 
continued. Two nore BOXES, pilots were rescued uninjured "by helicopters. 

Lt(jg) E.R. PAINTER, USN, was rescued when his F4U crashed into the sea. 
during take-off, and Ensign R.R. SANDERS, USN, was rescued after risking 

a forced landing in enemy territory southeast of Seoul, where his AD-4 had 
"been d.amaged "by enemy flak and subsequently destroyed "by gunfire of 
accompanying planes. 

18 September — Received fuel oil, egria,ti n n gasoline, and ammunition 
from the replenishment group. 

19 September - While our .aircraft resumed their strikes against Korean 
targets, the BOXER lost her first pilot. An E4U piloted by Lt(jg) FRANKLIN 
SMITH, JR . , USN, scraped its wing along the flight deck and struck the barrier 
during a landing attempt causing the plane to crash into the sea in an in- 
verted position. The pilot, who apparently cut his gun before executing a 
wave-off, was net recovered.. 

20 Septenber - Deep support missions were predominate in the BOXER' s 
a.ir operations on the 20th. One AD-4 was lost d.uc to enemy ground fire 
when the plane, piloted by Lt(jg) C.3. SSEMN , USN , crashed in enemy 
territory north of Seoul. Lt(jg) SEEMAN was not seen to leave the plane, 
wl^ch exploded and. burned; he is considered missing in action. 

21 Septenber - Received fuel oil and aviation gasoline from ships 
in the replenishment group, 

22 end'.23 September - Air strikes, consisting principally of deep 
support missions, were continued. 

24 Septenber - Fresh and frozen provisions, ?.s well as fuel oil and 
aviation gasoline, were received from the replenishment group. 

25 and 26 September — BOXER aircraft continued to search for, and hit, 
rapidly diminishing targets in deep support missions. An E4U was lost on 

26 Septenber when it plunged into the sea. during landing operations. The 
pilot, Lt(jg) E.F. BASS, USN, was rescued by helicopter. 

27 September - In the forenoon BOXER -planes conducted an air bombard- 
ment of the Pankochi Point area which was coordinated v/ith a surface bombard- 
ment. The purpose was to create an illusion of invasion preparations and thus 
decoy the enemy into diverting troops to the area. At noon the BOXER retired 
to the replenishment area where fuel oil, aviation gasoline, and ammunition 
were received. 
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28 and 29 September - While air strides continued against rapidly 
dwindling targets, the ship feuf^efed hel* thii'd and la,si pilot casualty of 
this operation when an F4U, flown by Ehjjigff diC. HOWELL , USE* was shot down 
near Ui jongbu. Although Ensign HOWELL wp.s seen to pafabhute cl ehr of the 
plane and apparently land safely, it Was Subsequently learned that he died 
later after having been captured, severely beaten, and shot in the back "by 
the enemy. 

30 September - Received fuel oil, aviation gasoline, and ammunition 
from ships of the replenishment group. 

1. October - BOXER aircraft blasted and destroyed a large power plant 
located just east of Pyongyang. The bombing and rocket attacks were exception- 
ally accurate . When the planes departed from the area the power plant was 
in flames with columns of smoke billowing several thousand feet in the air. 

This choice target was located by ship photo interpreters from photographs 
taken by BOXES planes. 

An F4U, which was hit by AA during the attack, na.de a forced landing 
a few miles soufth of Pyongyang. While awaiting the arrival of a helicopter 
fr n m Kimpo Airfield, BOXER F4U's and Marine FTP's covered the downed pilot, 
Ensign C.E. DORRIS, USE. He was recovered in a daring rescuo under fire by 
an Air Force helicopter and returned to ICinpo. 

3 October - Upon completion of air operations the BOXER departed from 
the formation at about 18301, for Yokosuka,, Japan, via Van Dienan Straits, 
for the purpose of drydooking, inspection of the damage to the nurfber four 
reduction gear, and removal of the propeller if necessary repairs could noti 
be effected. The destroyers U.S.S. HSUDSRSOH (DD-785) and U . S , S . GUBJCE 
(DD-783) accompanied the BOXER as far a,s Van Dienan Straits at which point 
they were released and the BOXER proceeded bn to Yokosuka, alone, anchoring 
outside the breakwater at 10301 on 5 October 1950, due to heavy weather 
prevailing. 

Part III: Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment . - 

See enclosure (1). 

Part IV: Resume of battle damage - own and enemy . 

The ship sustained no battle damage. See enclosure (l) for damage 
inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by BOYER aircraft. 


Part V; Personnel Performance,, and Casualties . 

A. In spite of the fact that more than 50 percent of the ship's personnel 
had but recently reported aboard with practically no prior operational 
e3q?erience, their performance was most gratifying. This group of relatively 
inexperienced men evolved into a smooth running organization during the first 
few days of this combat period. The improvement between the first ecd 
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fourth day’ s operations Was remarkable. 

B. No personnel casualties were suffered by the Shipf see enclosure (l) 
for air group casualties* 

Part VI: Special Comments * 

A. Operational Readiness * 

1. .Upon returning to San Diego on 16 June I960 from a five-month 
cruise to the Par Past, the BOXSR was granted a 30-day period for leave, 
liberty, and upkeep plus tender availability fron 26 June until 15 July. The 
ship was scheduled to* enter the San Francisco Naval Shipyard on 30 August 
for a much needed four-month overhaul period. 

2. The Korean incident, however, quickly changed all plans, and, on 
27 June 1950, the BOXES, received orders to proceed to sea to qualify Air- 
Group ELEVEN, scheduled to sail in the U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA. Personnel 
were recalled from leave and air operations were conducted in the San Diego 
area until returning to port on 2 July. On 8 July, the ship proceeded to 
Alameda where she embarked 145 P-51 and 6 1-6 Air Force aircraft, 19 naval 
carrier aircraft, 1012 passengers, and approximately 2,000 tons of cargo, 
all destined for the Par Past Korean theatre. Upon returning to San 
Francisco after a& ordered speedy round trip to Yokosuka, Japan, the BOXES 
was granted a tea day availability for urgent repairs at the San Francisco 
Naval Shipyard. Upon termination of this yard period she proceeded to Alameda 
for loading end embarkation of Carrier Air Group T¥0. 

3. On 24 August, upon completion of embarking the air group, the ship 
proceeded to Pearl Harbor where gunnery, carquals, and refresher operations 
were conducted during the four and one-half days allowed. 

4. The ship departed Pearl Harbor on 4 September for Yokosuka with 
orders to arrive on 13 September. In addition to a full air group of 96 
aircraft, 14 spare aircraft for the FasRon ELEVEN pool were carried "which 
immobilized the flight deck to the extent that not even respotting exercises 
for the flight deck crew could be conducted. 

5. Between having the destination but not the ETA changed from 
Yokosuka to Sasebo, playing tag with typhoon KEZIA, and attempting to launch 
the spare aircraft for Kisarazu Air Force Base as ordered or find an. 
alternate destination, the BOXER was delayed in arriving at Sasebo until 

14 September. When Kisarazu set Typhoon Condition II, course was radically 
altered to the south to circle typhoon KEZIA clockwise. The ship then 
attempted to enter Sasebo the evening of 13 September but found KEZIA in the 
Sasebo landing circle ahead of her and had to retire for the night after 
encountering wind gusts as high as 80 knots. KEZIA gave the ship’s company 
a fatiguing, tine again that night, but early morning of 14 September, the 
spare aircraft were launched for Naha AFB, Okinawa, instead of for Kisarazu, 
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and the ship proceeded up the Miho^swopl d^a^Gl entering Sasebo during 
the forenoon. 


6. During the few hours the ship was in Sasebo, personnel were 
engaged in loading cargo and ammunition as well as in preparations for 
getting underway prior to darkness* Officers from the Staff of Commander 
Carrier Division TEHEE reported aboard with the many effective Operation 
Orders and the pertorient operating instructions. With the limited tine 
available after sortie from Sa.sebo file evening of 14 September, a choice had 
to be made as to whether the Operation Orders should be read first or Carrier 
Division THESIS Officers conduct their briefing. The latter was decided upon 
and the services performed by these briefing officers were of inestimable 
value in preparing the ship for immediate combat operations upon rendezvous 
with Task Force 77 off Korea on 15 September* Study of the Operation Orders 
and Instructions three days later during replenishment disclosed many details 
which had unknowingly been overlooked. 

■B. ,Mr Department . 

1. Aircraft Conmlenont . 


a. The BOXER reported to Task Force 77 on 15 September '“loaded fof s 
bear”. Instead of the 87 plane normal complement, 96 aircraft were aboard 

as follows: 64 F4U-4, 18 AD-4, 1 AD-4Q, 3 AD-411, 3 AD-4W, 3 F4U-5P, and 1 

helicopter. The decision tc carry additional aircraft was based on: 

(a) The desire to augment the strike and ground support 
effort to the maximum, 

(b) The .reported unavailability of replacement aircraft in 
the theatre of operations. 

(c) The expected low average availability of F4U-4 aircraft 
assigned, due to age (majority on third service tour). 

b. Although respotting fox initial launches and accommodating last 
minute changes in launch composition were difficult, that all scheduled events 
were launched without one abort is considered to justify the decision to 
carry extra aircraft. 

2 . Flight Deck Operations . 


a. Three-fourths of the flight deck crew, including the Flight Deck 
Officer, reported aboard just prior to the ship's departure from Conlus* 

This group, with little or no previous carrier experience, had only the 41- 
day training period off Pearl Harbor before the ship joined Task Force 77 
for these operations. 
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b. The first combat launch, na&e 16 minutes after rendezvous with 
tho Task Force, was an experience from which may lessons were learned in a 
hurry. The 4-7-minute launch for 24VF and 14 7A, brought about by a last 
minute ordered change in composition and the hecessity of breaking the tight 
spot, snaking assigned aircraft through the naze of other planes on the 
flight deck, and catapult launch for all except a few VF, and aggravated 
by an abnormal number of duds due to inability to turn up during the pre- 
ceding bout with typhoon IC3ZLA, was probably one of the longest in history; 
but led to immediate corrective measures and the achievement of standard 
performance in a remarkably short tine. 


3. Wheel .Chocks . 

Universal airplane wheel chocks of laminated wood construction 
are considered unsatisfactory and insufficiently durable for normal flight 
deck usage. 

4. Airborne laxly Warning CAETTV ) equipment . 

Because of the fact that all AEW racks, test equipment , etc., 
were removed fr^n this vessel in 1948 and 1949 and were never replaced, the 
ABW t earn that came aboard in July 1950 had serious difficulties in servicing 
their equipment. The Electronics Officers of Fleet Air Alameda and ConAirPac 
eased the situation somewhat by furnishing all the equipment they had avail- 
able; but they could supply only a portion of what was required. Tho re- 
mainder, ordered from ASO, Philadelphia, Pa. ana given a deadline delivery 
date of 28 July at Alameda,, has not yet been received. Despite the above, 
due to the ingenious work of the A3W crew, AD-4U aircraft were seldom in 
an AOGr status. 

5. Material Damage and Casualties . 

a. During tho period of this action report, the ship experienced 
three barrier crashes by F4U-4 aircraft and none by the AD ' s . One of the 
F4U-4's sustained but minor damage to its propeller, another required a 
propeller change, while the third barrier crash required changing the pro- 
peller, the engine, and 'one wing. 

b. In addition to the above barrier crashes, two F4U-5WS engaged^ 
late wires slightly off center to starboard, and struck the after 5” turret. 
The first one, landing after a dawn patrol, sustained damage to its right 
wing. The second one, a night landing, struck the propeller cone, resulting 
in engine and propeller changes. 

c. The port catapult threw a r in-liner out of the tow cable fair- 

lead sheave beneath the flight deck and was out of commission for eleven 
hours. The starboard catapult experienced a failure of the rivets in the 
rim-liner on the retrieving cable fairload sheave in the na,chine room and 
was out for eight hours. * 
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d. Number two elevator suffered the only other material casualty 
worthy of note. The interlock switch on the deck-edge elevator platform 
locks failed to close, thus rendering the elevator inoperative electrically 
for three hours. 


C* Air Intelligence . 

1, Beadlness . 

a. During the BOXES’ s stay in the. Hawaiian area the Air Intelligence 
Officer, the Photographic Officer and three enlisted photographers were 
issued temporary additional duty orders to Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet 
Staff for intelligence briefing and photo interpretation instruction, res- 
pectively, which greatly assisted in preparing the ship for combat operations, 

b. It is understood that steps are being taken to furnish ships 
bound for forward areas with essential intelligence material prior ts departure 
from the United States. When this is accomplished, many of the difficulties 
experienced in this operation will have been eliminated. Greater intell- 
igence liaison between rear areas and forces operating in the fsrward areas 

is considered essential. 

2, Material , 

a. Some initial difficulty was experienced with charts. Some 
were in short supply; others within the sane set had the transverse mercator 
grid on some sheets and world polyconic on others. Sven when charts with 
prsoor grids were in use, an appreciable amount of training wa.s necessary 
before pilots could be depended upon to arrive at the same grid coordinates 
when using charts of different scales. 

b. Determination of proper charts to be carried in single seat 
aircraft was. arrived at after considerable trial and error. The chart packet 
most, favored was one consisting of appropriate coverage with the following: 

(a) Several sheets of USAS' b’orld Aeronautical Chart (1/1,000,000) 
or USAS’ Pilstage Chart (1/500,000) were joined together 

to form a large chart for use in navigating. This chart 
was divided into sections narked to indicate the .chart 
•r nap providing larger scale coverage of any section. 

(b) AMS L-551 (1/250,000) provided fairly large scale gridded 
coverage of all of Korea. 

(c) ;AMS L-751 (1/50,000) is essential for HGF spot aircraft 

and any aircraft tha.t may be called upon to provide close 
support, including photo planes and night intruders. 

Coverage with this nap north of 38°-20' was not available. 
Preparation of gridded charts in booklet form would 
greatly facilitate handling in aircraft and would permit 
use of 1/25,000 scale chart for close support work. 



3* Personnel . 
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a. This Command concurs with the conn out' nr.de in previous action 
reports concerning the need for rion-flying air intelligence officers. 


b. It is felt that the peacetime CV air intelligence organization 
consisting of an Air Intelligence Soh#ol graduate (a. pilot who has had 3 
weeks special training) in each so.uadron and on each CV with only collateral 
duty as AI officer is entirely inadequate for wartime operations. It is 
realized that peacetime operations would probably not warrant the assignment 
of officers to these billets as primary duty nor would the maintenance of all 
e.ir intelligence material including target dossiers and chart folders on 
board aircraft carriers be justified. Therefor is is recommended that a 
pool of Air Intelligence officers familiar with close support and carrier 
task force strike procedures and reauirements be maintained at a central 
intelligence activity. Prom such a pool an Air Intelligence officer, in the 
event of a. crisis or mobilization, could be ordered to an air group or aircraft 
carrier bringing with him, or ensuring earliest delivery of, all necessary 
information, publications- end equipment. 


c. The sane recommendations are made in regard to maintaining a 
pool of trained Photo Interpreters. In the interest of reducing to a minimum 
the number of officers tied up in such a program, which in peacetime must 
necessarily be kept at a minimum, it is recommended that Air Intelligence 
officers receive thorough training as Photo Interpreters. 

D, Engineering . 

1. At about 12381, 15 September, while proceeding at 31 knots, 252 
PPM, to join up with Task Force S3V31ITY— SEVEN, a. loud rumbling noise was 
heard in the reduction gear to H o. 4 main engine. The engine was stopped 
immediately and locked approximately three minutes later. Ho. 4 main engine 
remained inoperative for the rest of the period. 

2. The gears were damaged as follows: Sections of ten adjacent 

teeth, about 7 n long, were broken from the forward helix of the lower low- 
pressuro, slow-speed pinion. About fifty teeth from this pinion were pulled , 
loose. The forward helixes of the main gear and all four slow-speed pinions 
were crushed in a circumferential area about 7" wide. 

3. Ho foreign natter, other than pieces of broken teeth, were 
discovered in the gears. It was po sit ivoly'* established that the Inspection 
plates had not been opened. From the appearance of the broken teeth it is 
believed that th.9 failure wa.s due to metal fatigue. 

4. Humorous derangements were experienced in boilers and associated 
machinery which necessitated minor repairs. These repairs were made more 
difficult and enbarra.ssing in view of the fact that Ho, 4 main engine wa,s out 
of commission and the remainder of the main propulsion plant had to be 
operated a.t or near full power for all flight operations. It is considered 
that the number of derangements experienced was not excessive in view of the 
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fact that the E0X3E had stemmed 62,400 miles since 10 January 1950 with 
no actual upkeep period in port. 


E. .Ship Handling . 

* 

/ 

1. Good station keeping, maneuvering on three engines while dragging 
an unfeather able outboard screw through the water, presented a. challenge. 

1-Tew rudder angles, varying between port and starboard turns as well as for 
speed, had to be determined; but slowed acceleration, particularly when 
approaching the maximum sustainable speed of 26 knots, was the greater 
problem. 

2. With 10 or more knots of wind for flight operations, acceptable 
station keeping could be achieved by anticipating execution of speed increases 
and adding speed for turns. With less than 10 knots of wind, even when other 
ships operated at top speeds for jet operations, BOXTK was able t« maintain 
approximate station by lagging behind down wind or gaining position up wind 
prior to scheduled flight operations. 

3. Other simultaneous course and speed changes, executed with little 
or no delay and unant icipfiSleblp, left BQS3B hopelessly behind. 

F. Communications . 


Comnuni cations as a whole were considered good, particularly in view 
of the very large volume of traffic handled. Comments regarding specific 
communication matters follow: 

1. CW. 

a. The task forcq common, 454KC CW, was successfully used when 
radio silence conditions .permitted. Discipline was good. It was particularly 
effective for delivery of traffic to the Task Force Commander when this vessel 
was in the replenishment area. It was found that this circuit was not 
satisfactory when this vessel was on detached duty proceeding to Yokosuka. 
k continuous guard is not recommended under those conditions. 

2. I-tATT Circuits . 

a. The Commander Waval Forces Far East HATT broadcast handled 
a very large volume of traffic successfully. The paralleling over Guam 
George Fox of operational immediate and higher precedence messages was \halpful 
When a message was missed and other heavy ships also did not receive it, 
there were tines when a considerable delay resulted in servicing the message 
to Radio Tokyo. A 


b. Recommendations: (l) that adequate maintenance personnel be 
assigned to guardships in order to insure proper operating conditions of the 
equipment. Hone axe currently a.s signed, (2) that more personnel trained in 
the operation, of teletype equipment be assigned guardships. Approximately 
4 should be considered as minimum for combat and 3 for norna-l operations. 
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a. The Ultra High Frequency BAT? Circuit among the heavy ships 
was employed quite successfully. Mien circuit conditions were good this 
proved to he a most expeditious means for delivery of traffic. 

h». There were times when fading and poor circuit conditions re- 
sulted in unsatisfactory communications. Since the MAHCH3STER (CL-83) 

> continually had hotter results, it is believed that this condition was due to 
antennae problems peculiar to the CV type. 

4. UHF Voice . 

UHF voice communications employing TDZ/KDZ equipment were 
considered excellent. It was particularly effective for CIC communications 
and for use on the bridge during General Quarters. It was found that constant 
attention to the equipment helped greatly in the proper performance of the 
equipment. Some trouble with the auto-tune feature of the TDZ/EDZ was 
experienced. 

5. VHF Voice . 

a. VHF communications, particularly on the TBS, were generally 
considered excellent. 

b. A need for constant training in voice procedure and individual 
training in articulation was indicated. 

c. On a few occasions names of ships were heard to be given in 
the clear over VHF circuits. Security indoctrination is aiways mandatory. 

6. CIC and Aircraft Control Circuits . 

. a. Several frequencies of the AH/ ARC-1 erystalization were in close 
proximity. This interfered on aircraft control circuits. For example channel 
#7 (143.02 MC), channel #2 (143.74 MC), channel #5 -(143.28 MC), channel #6 
(143.64 MC), were less than 1 MC apart. Similarly, channel #9 (140.94 MC) 
and the Guard channel (140.58 MC) were very close together. 

b. Recommendation: That a wider spread on. Mf ARC-1 frequencies 
be used, preferably at least 3 megacycles apart. 



7. Crypt oboard. 

a, A large number of message were addressed or readdressed to 
this vessel in crypto channels not held. This continued during th^ operation 
in spite of services which stated the particular crypt o channel was not held 
and reencypherment was reciuired. 

c. A considerable delay was experienced, at tines in obtaining 
answers to services on the above messages. 
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d. Recommendations : Maintaining an adequately staffed and trained 

coding board is mandatory. The large number of crypto errors is indicative 
of unseasoned personnel in this vital phase of communications. 

8* Visual. . 


a. A very large volume of traffic was handled. Flag hoist was 
employed extensively for tactical signals during daylight. Nancy was used 
successfully with the heavy ships; some difficulty was experienced with 
destroyers. 


b. This carrier operated with a peacetime complement of 31 signal- 
men which is far below the wax time complement. This placed a more than 
considerable strain on signalmen to maintain visual guards. 

c. Hoc ommendat ions: The assignment of additional personnel, at 

least up the wartime complement, is considered mandatory for successful combat 
operations. 

9. Personnel . 

a. A need for more trained signalmen and radiomen was apparent. 
Operating under war conditions without a wartime complement of trained 
personnel handicaps the execution of reliable, secure, and speecTy communications 

&. CIC . 

1. Doctrine . 

a. CTF-77 Operation Order 1-50 was the most complete and concise 
operation order this CIC ha.s had to work with. It was excellent for a new 
ship coming into the operation after the operation was underway. The radar 
guard layout was excellent e.s to clarity. 

b. Duty Carrier and Standby Carrier sot-up was not too definitely 
sta-ted in the operation order and tended to confuse a newly reporting carrier. 
This was cleared up later in the operation. 

c « The method of utilizing individual ships daily to control 1GLAP, 
strikes and ASP was outstanding. The employment of this method keeps each 
ship in the Task Force from becoming too burdened with each day’s phases of 
operations. 

2» Operating Procedures . 

a. When more than one AEW aircraft is airborne they should be 
separated by 30 to 50 miles to insure proper presentation on their radar. 

b. Before designating raids reported by other ships the Task Force 
CICO should maice a quick evaluation to determine whether this is land, 
friendly CAP, ASP, etc., and make this immediately known to the Force in order 
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to clear the circuit i Too many known friendly contacts were continued to "be 
reported as raids when there was no necessity for it, 

c; Returning Strike: Groups were picked up and designated as raids 
and, after it was determined they were using proper I??, were continued to he 
reported as raids. Some ships, not notified of proper IFF, were unduly 
alerted. It is recommended that a system of ’’Red" plus raid number he used 
upon initial pick up and for all contacts not showing IF?. "When it is deter- 
mined a raid is showing proper I?? change "Red" to ’’Green" plus ' raid number. 
This would aid in clarifying the picture- for ships that occasionally miss 
transmissions, 

d. Measures should he taken to insure that Air Force and Navy 
land based aircraft and seaplanes use proper IFF. Many unnecessary intercepts 
were made due to lack of IFF or improper code. 

9 . It is recommended that the practice of using TOMCATS (either 
aircraft pickets for homing or DD*s) he revived in order to bring all returning 
planes up one approach lane. This would insure early identification and 
reduce the number of unnecessary intercepts. 

f. It is recommended that the CVE Force not be placed directly 
between the CV Force and land targets. Many duplicate intercepts were made, 
particularly when the CVS Force was' only 25 br 30 miles from the CV Force. 

A common Force Cl Net is recommended when Task Forces are less than 50 miles 
apart in order to keep each Force aware of returning strikes, raids, and inter- 
cepts being made. 

g. It is recommended that the Force CIC Officer pass formation 
information and station assignments to the rejoining Carrier Group, coming 
from replenishment area,' as soon as it can be obtained. CIC does much of the 
conning at night and requires this information to expedite rejoining the Force. 
The Task Force CIC Officer should make certain that "Heavies” are informed of 
screen assignments. 

h. It is believed that in operations of this type a DOCAP should 
be employed to avoid bringing HICAP down to look over low groups,. This could 
be accomplished by splitting one division and keeping a section at 2,000 

or 3,000 feet to investigate low groups approaching the force. 

i. In order to maintain an effective CAP at allitines, it is 
suggested that Force CIC Officers hold CAP on station or at least at altitude 
over base until the relieving CAP is on,. the CAP Controllers-' channel. 

j» It is suggested that more than one FAD frequency be assigned. 
Having two or more CAP 1 s on one VHF FAD causes considerable difficulty on • 
some intercepts. Also YHF frequencies assigned should be at least three 
megacycles apart. 



t 



1. During the past operation many ships having communications 
failure on Cl Net Primary switched to Screen Common rather than Cl Net 
Secondary* A radio check at the "beginning of each sea watch should "be con- 
ducted on Cl Hot Secondary* 

H. Gunnery Department . ■ 

1. Trash, Disposal . 

a. Trash disposal was a major problem. With the incinerator 
burning around the clock, it was barely possible to keep up with the ship’s 
normal production of trash. No tine was available for periodic cooling down 

of the firebox, with resultant deterioration. The great amount of wooden boxes 
and pressed paper connected with current packaging of belly tanks, rockets, 
and other ammunition presented an additional load with which it was impossible 
to cope by burning. 

b. After the first day's operations during which numerous floating 
crates and boxes were dodged, orders were issued to break up all crates and 
boxes into flat surfaces, flatten and puncture all cans, and to stow same 
until appropriate disposal could be effected. 

c» Throughout the period the ship was plagued with countless false 
reports of mines, periscopes, and just plain "small unidentified floating 
objects", which could not be ignored in view of the floating enemy mines 
reported. 

2. Acyiunltion Allowances and Stowages . 

\ 

a. The ship was constantly under great pressure in- loading for 
this latest trip to NavFE. During the time in which the ammunition was being 
procured and shipped, several changes in allowance were made* Due to the 
rather hectic circumstances of trying to completely Ijo&C the ship in record 
tine, it was not feasible to make an orderly adjustment of the ammunition 
actually loaded, to that of the new changing allowance. Several boxcars of 
rockets had to be returned to the Ammunition Depot simply because there was 
not tine to sit down end figure out how to juggle the various magazines , to 
take more of a load. 

b. In addition, in an obvious effort to keep us abreast of a .\. 
rapidly changing forward erea situation, verbal instructions were given by 
ComAirPac staff officers to load to capacity on certain types of bombs, viien 
at Pearl Harbor enroute. Additional 100-lb GP bombs, and Tiny Tin rockets 
were loaded. By the tine the ship reached the operating area, the picture 
had changed and we found ourselves choked with 100-lb bombs which had to be 
shuffled many times in order to get at the sorely-needed and much used 500-lb 
QPs. The crowning touch to this situation lay in tho fact that extra 500- 
pounders were available at Sasebo enroute but could not be loaded because 
there was not time to break out and. ofJMLoad the 10G-lb GPs. 



• DECLASSIFIED • 

o* The nrral to this tele seems to he that ships being deployed 
to forward areas should he loaded with the standard BuOrd allowance, giving 
due consideration to limiting overall weight. Then there will he leeway avail- 
able to the forward area commanders to make any special additional 1 ading 
required for prospective operations. These operations are often so classified 
that the rear echelons could not possibly anticipate them in individual ship 
loading, furthermore, if a Task force Commander knows that ships reporting to 
him he.ve a certain standard ammunition loading he is enabled to plan his strikes 
and resupply more effectively than if he has to determine individual ship 
loadings. 

d. Stowage of 5 n HVAF.’ s presented a serious problem. The magazine 
stowage plan provides a total racked stowage of 3,390 rocket motors; 3.35" and 
5. ! 0*. With an allowance of 5000 5.0 M motors and 900 3.85* motors, this leaves 
2,610 motors to be stored in boxes, in magazines normally assi^ed to 40MM 
or 100-lb bombs. Such stowage presents not only an ^unboxing* problem, invol- 
ving multiple handling of the motors and boxes; but an additional fire hazard 
both in the magazine and in the empty box Btowage topside. The difficulties 
of disposing of this large amount of lumber have been previously mentioned. . 
Some program to increase the proper stowage facilities for rocket motors should 
be initiated at the earliest possible time, and a serious effort made to bring 
about an agreement between' allowance and stowage facilities. 

3. Ammunition Handling . 

Compartment Ho. C-301-L, frame 150 to 159, was isolated and used 
as a ready service room for assembling rockets, fire hoses were kept connected 
and a minimum of ammunition broken out consistent with the strikes being 
prepared. . 

4. Ammunition Replenishment . 

a. During this period, the BOISE rearmed at sea from U.S.S. MT. 
MATMAl (AE-16) three times. Sapid and efficient service was rendered and the 
personnel of the MT. KATMAI were most cooperative in fulfilling our needs to 
the best of their ability. The only suggestion for improving this procedure 
would be to provide the AS's with a wider assortment of fuzes which are not 
normally stocked in ships’ allowance. 

b. Belted ,50 Cal. ammunition supplied took a great load off the 
shoulders of the aviation ordnance crews. This service should bo expanded to 
include 20MM, belted with M8 links,* 



*See enclosure (l), paragraph 3.(h) 2(e) for additional comments on M8 links. 



- 15 - 



I. .Supply. Pep artment . 


1. ^LogdiBg. 

a* Despite the brief loading period, a 180-day stock level in 
nearly all classes was achieved prior to departure from the United States 
on 24 August. Aviation supplies placed on board averaged nearly 90$. 

Topping off and the filling of some shortages were accomplished during the 
approximately 48 hours available at Pearl Harbor in early September. 

3. Operating . 

a. Since leaving Pearl on 4 September, few major supply problems 
have been encountered. A current problem was the near-exhaustion of Mark 
12 drop tanks due to heavy expenditure for napalm use. 200 stock spares (in 
addition to 1 per aircraft) were on board upon entering the action zone. The 
full allowance of some aviation items, such as tail hooks and tail wheel lockr- 
ing pins for F4U-4 aircraft was issued almost at once because of the heavy 
operating schedule. Replacements in large quantities have been ordered. 
Initial shortages of certain items, such as cowlflap motors and fuel transfer 
pumps have been felt sharply, but the problem has been net by temporizing 
methods such as exchange between carriers of the Task Force or between planes 
on board. The actual number of operational ADG- has averaged about one. 

3 . &§Blealg&aaa&« 

a. Replenishment has consisted entirely of fuel, aviation gasoline, 
ammunition, fresh provisions and a few items of G-SK. All replenishment 
except the G-SK and some provisioning at Sasebo has been accomplished at sea, 
and has proven quite satisfactory. Exchange of various types of material 
among many ships of -the Task Force on a ’’when- avail able n basis , though small 
in quantity, has produced a heartening effect on all concerned. 

J. Recapitulation of Recommendations . 

1. Air Operations . 

(1) That effective Operation Orders and pertinent Operating Instructions be 
made available to ships ordered forward earliest practicable, and, not less 
than one (l) full day. prior to involvement in actual operations. 

2. Mr. Department . 

(2) That in similar circumstances carriers going into combat should carry 
approximate 5-10 percent more aircraft than the normal complement. (5$ is. 
the optimum for operations, lit the' availability of replacement aircraft aboard 
be the deciding factor) 

( 3 ) That the laminated wood construction of universal airplane wheel ohocks 
be improved to prevent parting of the glued joints. 
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(4) That action "be initiated to ( "bring ail CV*e 
of AEW racks, test equipment* etd* 


Up to their full allowance 


3, Air Intelligence . 

(5) That the supply of maps and charts available to CV's be increased and 
that the use 0 f one type of grid be Standardized, at least within sets* 


(6) That gridded charts for close support work be issued in booklet form using 
a scale of 1/25,000. 

(7) That emphasis be placed tv. pilot training in the use of maps and charts, 
particularly with reference to grid coordinates. 

(8) That AI and PI personnel be issued TAD orders to CinCPanPleet^ staff 
for briefing in advance of departure for combat. 


(9) That all possible intelligence material be furnished ships prior to arrival 
in the forward areas. 


(10) That a pool of non-flying AI Officers be established at a.central . ., .1. fc- 

activity so. that" they can bex. supplied to the" fleet ias needed. ou 

O'- ) •• — ' -■ • 

(11) That nonr>flying AI Officers be supplied to carriers going into action 

in the following quantities; 3 for the ship, one for the Air Group Commander, 
and one for each squadron aboard. 

(13) That AI Officers receive thorough training as Photo Interpreters during 
peacetime. 

4. Communications . 

(13) That the TP common CW circuit be not continuously guarded when the ship 
is proceeding on detached duty beyond effective operating range, 

(14) That the communications personnel assigned be brought up to the full 
wartime complement for CV’s going into combat operations, and that this 
measure be given the highest priority. Special consideration should be given 
in this regard to assigning trained coding officers as the disparity between 
peacetime and combat operations is greater in this section than in any other. 

(15) That steps be taken to improve the UEF antennae features on a CY, 

(16) That personnel be continuously trained in (a) voice procedure and 
articulation, and (b) security over voice circuits. 

(l?) That channels on All/ ARC- 1 frequencies be spread at least 3 MC apart. 
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6. CIC . 

(18) That AEW aircraft should "be separated from each other by 30 to 50 miles. 

(19) That the method of utilizing individual ships daily to control CAP, 
strikes, and ASP be made standard doctrine. 

(20) That the Task Force CIC Officer evaluate raids reported by other ships 
before designating them as such, and if subsequently discovered to be friendly 
that they henceforth be referred to as "Green" instead of "Red", using the 
same number originally assigned. 

(21) That steps be taken to insure proper use of IFF by all friendly planes 
in the area of operations. 

(22) That the practice of using TOMCATS be revived. 

(23) That Task Forces be separated by more than 50 miles; or one overall 
Force CIC Controller be established, 

(24) That the Force CICO pass formation information and station assignments 
immediately to a Carrier Group joining or rejoining the force. 

(25) That for operations of this type a LOCAP as well as a HICAP be employed. 

(26) That the CAP be held on station until relieving CAP is on CAP Controller's 
channel • 

(27) That more than one FAD frequency be assigned. 

(28) That the Cl Net Seccndary be used as such. 

7. Gunnery . 

(29) That better trash disposal facilities be provided. 

(30) That ships be loaded with standard ammunition loading. 

(31) That proper assigned stowage be provided for all ammunition on vrar 
allowance list, especially rockets. 

(32) That belted .50 Cal. and 20MM aircraft machine gun ammunition be 

provided for supply to ships and squadrons. s 

\V ^ 
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CHO (advance- a) 

CinCPacFlt 
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SanFrancisco, California 


From} Comn^ding G^ficer vr '-..: v . r \;‘ P -V • , - ■' .'V- vr\\; { 

Tot • Chief -of Naval Operations ' O < ^ 7 ~ V /’ 

Via* (1) C©Pi^<2er Carrier Mvisiojr ' 

- .(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet ' k jl 

(3) Commander Naval Forces Far East U r 

(4) Commander in Chief*- U,S. pacific Fleet 

SubjJ* Action Report for the period 11 Oct through 2$ Oet 1950 , ,, t >■<-■*■ 

Reft (a) CNO rest? Itr Op*345 Ser il96p3A dtd 3' tog 1993 % : 

Edfeit y- (l) CVG-2 cortf ltr ser 015 dtd 1 Nov l?50r Action 

J&r 0^ October l950 ~ 22 October 1950) withenclosure© 

. thereto. & I S* 

1. In cam^lia^et With referenGe (a), the action reportforthe ©riod 11 ■ 

October through 25 October 1950 is hereby submitted. ¥ 


A. U. S.S. 3CC3:ii (CV-21), vdth Carrier AirCrou.^ T .'0 embarked, de-oarted, 
XCKOSOKA, ,.Japafe 11 October 1950 in company vdth the U.S.S. IIABX (DJ>-702> and - ; 
the Its. S. BORE (OD-704) in accordance with dispatch orders fro® Commander Naval 
Forces Far East and Oaituander Task Force SEVp^F-SEVEII. OTG was the CoaiaandingvV 
Officer, thS.3. B02SR* This group of three vessels proceeded to the Sea of Jo^ 
•where it rendezvoused vdth- T. sk Force 77 on 14 .October, reporting for duty to - 
Coi£i||Bcier Task Force 77, vjho was ComGarEdv ONE* Rear Admiral BL G. ESN in the C 
'.%%&* .'RIllFPI® SLb (cV-47). \ Seer Admiral J. ii HOSKINS, CoaCarBiv ,T!C®£dJ* 
the OiS. S. V aT.t^ y FQNG3. (C7-45), t»a« second in command. ■ Task Fore© 77 eonsistsd;' 


The Task Force wf.s operating in accordance vdth CamCarBiv ONE ; 
^©ration Order. 3-50. : 

! Bi' The missions of the Task Force were* (1) 3TO conduct countermining „ -* 
operations, 9M>cnnaissehe©^ gunfire •sgefcting* and air feoabardmont of shore defenM’ 
in' the Uonsan area of Korea in order to prepare that are© for an amphibious , 
assault scheduled to commence on i20 October and (2) To conduct air operations in 
support of the .above landing. 



PARI II Chronological Order of Events 

A* 'This- operation -was noteworthy int hat as the, plan was being pat- Ah 
'effect the gzwund'witMetipn .'improved so rsoidly that an • ap'raciaS»le part fm 

the original mission became unnecessary* The scheduled amphibious assault was „•’> 
changed by dispatch to an administrative landing. Moreover, the bomb line moved 
so rapidly northward that the area where targets could be attacked Was so siagl! 'p;V x 
in relation to the number of aircraft .ihsro%s&%at . carrier-based aircraft in 
some instances were assigned the same targets as the Air Force. 


^ 3* The following is an outline of the BCKEH’s emTioyiaent during the period 

of this action report s •. - v f - C 

1. period 11 October to 14 October - At 13301 the 30X3/1, accomoanied hy- 
the USS HANK (DD-702) and USS BOillS (DD-7Q4), sortied from Yokosuka to join Task * 

Fdrce SE^NTY-SSVEN off tine eaSt /'coast of Korea, On 12 October the BCKER 
conducted a speed run of ap^rdki^tely on^ and ono~half hours duration to 
obtain new data . -.on the' high speed capabilities bf the ship resulting . from -the 
recent removal of the number four propeller, additional tactical ddto, ih^udii^ „ 
acceleration endturning char actis tics, were obtained in the course of the 
subsequent operation. On 13 October, off the northwest coast of Kyushu, the 
fired itsrfirst gunnotj’’ practice since 1 September. Results wore quite gratifyii 
in that two sleeve© wore shot down and the practice as a whole disclosed an . ^ 4^1 
effective gunnery organization. Other drills and exercises were conducted 
throughout the de.^ arid the USS HANK was refueled. At dawn on 14 October the - 

BOXES rendezvoused with the replenishment group, the USS V.11EY FORGE, and - screorv- . 
ing destroyers. The day was spent in receiving dnaunition, fuel oil, andfrelght 
from the replenishment groan. At lS25l the BGS3B reported to Commanderfcsk . jf#®® 

Force SEVENiY-aSVEN, 3 > ■ / . ’-V. ■ "■ ' X,X,; : Xf 


-\:$i /Feliod 15 Octobor to 22 October - At 0S00I on 15 October aircraft m M 
were launched to conduct strikes against North Korean targets in the /onsan are©* 

One mission attacked defense, positions on Sin.Do Island in ’/’onsan Harbor. ; -'Othp^^^E 
scorched, for linos of comunication And, military targets* , All: aircraft were ’ y ^ gi j§ 
recovered at 17241* A Tilets re-'orted no onemy air opposition and virtuallyno *y*' 
flak. Targets, were even fewer than in the previous operation and i^re more J 
difficult to find, .An F4U w- s damaged by small arms fire arid made a deferred’ 
emergency landing at konCan airfield, thus making this operation probably the t 

first instance in an amphibious assault in which the attacking force had utilised 
air facilities, located within the, objective area five days prior to scheduled v ' 

D-Day, ’ On 16 October air operations against Korean targets were attempted bdfc 
•x^r flying conditions resulted in concellstion or abcurtion of all strikes* 

Lt(jg) K.8* I^-CERTY, USK, made a forced water landing when the engine of /hie v 
F40 lost power during the landing approach; he was recovered by the USS HISSES 
(UQfe*8p6), 17 Octdber was spent in re lenishing^ and conducting anti-aircraft 

gunnery practice* On IS October air operations against Xorcan targets were 
continued and the 19th was again devoted to rc^s^Lshacrit' and anti-aircraft / y 
gunnery practice. On 20 and 21 October adverse weather conditions and the V 
presence of extensivo minefields in the ..onsan area caused postponement .of D-Bay. ‘ ; 4 
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Aijr , ■ reconnaissance e^ 

22 Qctobor the first scheduled flight of the day was launched agailist tp6$& 

Korean targets. 1 The com- lotion of %l£u flight marked the end of the BCKER^s 
offensive action against Korean Ck«i^iittri.st|forces, ■ • : Alf 13411 ihe SEA,. 

BGKER, and escorting destroyers were detached from Task Force 77 and, proceeded ; .b/v, 
to Japanese oorts. As the BC&ER was scheduled to return to the United States f dr 
overhaul, twelve 302ER aircraft wore trshsf erred to the remaining three carrier 
in order to fulfill their requirements. ; . 

' ' ' . • ' . V 

3 . Period 23 Octobor to 25 October - During this period the 1$3&ER 
was enrouto to Yokosuka where she, arrived* at OfilOI csvthe ,25th» Prior to arrivalij 
an additional 3 & aircraft were launched- f on transfer to Fas Jon E1EVEN, t - 

I&saraaci AFB, Janen* ' - '/■ . vv 


See enclosure (l). 


. : No battle d 
inflictod on the e 


: was sustained by the ship. ; See ■ enclosure (1) for da®ag^| 
hnd-.fof l&at suffered by KKSR aircraft* / , ■' ~ T ;2A| 


1. There were no ocrsonncl casualties during this operation* 


B. performance. 


I. By the time this operation ' oaxaenced the large - number of now men 1 ** 

received on board •'rior to our de -arturc from the United State* had developed 
into integrated teams which were operating smoothly. Composition of those teams 
was .not destroyed by the few Personnel transfers that took place, although the 
filling of quotas for the enlisted photo interpretation school did add to, the 
difficulty of photo laboratory Operations. " , , - \ ’ 


PART VI Comments 


■ "y a* vdC' W?s able to track: Jot aircraft out to sixty or seventy - 

on the SX radar when the jots were below 15, 000 . feet. This was accom.plis.ted cat 
many occasions using a fetation; r^te of one, twe dr three , Rp£i. No evaluation has 
been mfede on tfe effectiveness of the SPSr'&B because no jets were flown “in the 
area at altitudes .over 30,000 feet* . 




to* In several instances aircraft were not nssigied proper ea31ji-M >- 
generated in section 733-5 of Janap 119 (a)* This wasoarticularly true of JSU - , ; , 
colls. Hany unnecessary transmissions are required to clarify the misunder- 
standing caused, for example, when a V , /U was assi^ied an „'Ulf call* 

C» It i? felt that greater stress Could have been ~l.noed upon siiy*^ 
craft anti-s ubmarine defense. : Even though all bogiestumedout to be fsd^nqls^| 
it Was -ossible to maintain a reasonable amount of interest in defense against , 
an air attack simply by carrying intercepts to coni'Ietion* Lack of adequCfcO 
equipment for antiesutoorine warfare it: difficult for the to --.erformin 
a similar manner. Lack of sonobuoys made it impossible for aircraft to verify 
a submarine contact by ;tfet means, ^ ^ searchlights deprived tho^ ^ 

night jiSP of means of visual identification. In short, suitably equipped anti- 
submarine aircraft were not embarked. This fact made it impossible to prevent a. 
feeling of laxity toward, the submarine threat and, at best, led to the feeling . 
that aircraft anti-submarine xneasures wore inadequate during the day and . . 

■practically futile at night. - 2}.?\ 

d. Jhere was .■imsuffio&Cntt: croation available on shore-based, ;-Aj 

iSP. - Calls and control channels were Obtained from those kS£ aircraft upon ■ 
request after the aircraft were in the area. No information was made, available 
to us on shore-based iVSP flights with the result that either the G-C' W-a kopffc . . 
busy making intercepts on the ..S!? or GIG had a tendency to follow the 
dangerous practice of considering an unidentified aircraft as "just another 

: :..v ’ _‘V v .; 

e. The VII? homing device paid its way in each of the Inst two ' 

operations* Several aircraft were probably saved and mahy additional jet air- ! 
craft were, assisted by this equipment. . . /..py-p 

f. It is recommended that the "ready deck", rather than being a > t 

function of the duty carrier, be ^odxdinatdd with the, flight schedule to provide 
maximum ready dock coverage and Gase : v in ,rcspOtting. _• ’-i 

> g* The change of control from an objective n*ea. 

a Task Group controllcr was poor. Int orccpts on returning strikes whi$h 

call in to the ship occurred in such numbers ‘that a simultaneously converging air. 

■attack Could have pome in virtual^ , - ' '' iV'y 

2. Communications . , . rytfev 1 ! 

a. iioro cai*o should be exercised in sending traffic over desiff^htcd 
circuits. lie ss ages of an information nature, administrative traffic, and tactica 
messages were at times sent indiscriminr. t ply. over various circuits. It is felt 
; that if traffic 'could be transmitted over assigned circuits it would- result in 
more effective use of tho circuits as well as imprevod communications generally*- 

b* 'It is recommended that; consideration be given to establishing . 
a TO? administrative circuit separate froja any other assigned, frequency. - ' 


3r Navigation. ^ 

a. The use of night adaptation glasses by tho officor-of-thc-dcck 

is to be re comended. Carried about the -neck for ready availability, these 
glasses wore useful in permitting the ODD to enter the chart house without loss 
of night vision. ' i ■ ' \ •. • 

b. The removal of the number four propeller just prior to this 

operation renewed tho tactical problems almost solved in the preceding , operation 
during which the number four propeller Was locked, Wind end sea conditions ' 
affected tho turning circle in a manner that was noticeably different from that 
when tho number four nropcller was draggings Acceleration characteristics were 
also appreciably changod, - ' ; - V 

o. The use of flight deck aircraft in aJ'pinvihoel b. * * * * * * * * * I, spot was of 
inestimable value in doclclng and undocking operation particularly as adequate 
tugs could not be made available. -• • , ■ 

4. Air Intelligence . .. a--, 

a. The Naval Air Combat Reporting System covered by OpNav p5 5-100 -a 
was put into use for the first time during this operation. It is felt that 
these reports, if the mailing list is kept to a reasonable figure, will requiro 

a minimum of effort, to obtain a maximum of information. While it is realized . 
that the primary function of these re erts is to provide data for statistical 
studies, they have also proven useful as a source of information at ship level. 
Effort expended in making these reports is considerably loss than is required 
for the usual narrative report, such as the daily preliminary action report 
previously required. .A; 

b. Since the ship's Action Report and War Diary are parallel V ' ,l 

reports which overlap and duplicate each other on the majority* of information 
contained in each, it is recommended that they be combined. It is felt that 

an appreciable saving of nai>-hours can thus be effected and that the quality ; 

of each report Would bo improved. For the same reasons it is recommended that 
submission' of the ship’s Historical Report not be required for any period 
covered by the above, report(s). 

3. Air • , ‘ . ,-pp; 

1. While at Yokosuka, 5-11 October, dud aircraft were offloaded and 12, 

replacement aircraft were received from FasRon 11, Eight aircraft in oxcees of the 

determined optimum number for sustained anticipated operations were accepted for 

the previously stated reasons of (1) desired maximum fire power, (2) anticipated 
low availability of F4U-4 type due service age, (3) replacement difficulties, and 

(4) reported shortages existing in VAHEY FORCE and SSA coupled with 

delivery 'replacement difficulties. - 


2. Consaencwg 20 October, in accordance desSfes of CTF77 to reduce 
formation time on wind line, BCTC5R scheduled smaller launches with ninety-minute 
instead of previously established three-hour intervals* This interval appeared . 
feasible although it involved both less flexibility until two launches were off 
the deck and considerable additional respotting, which limited available time for 
reservicing and rearming. Unfavorable weather on u 20 and 21 October and departure 
of the BCEER from the operating area on 22 October after launching only one 
strike precluded an evaluation of this plan* 


3. On 22 October, prior to departing, BOXER transferred 12 replacement 
aircraft to remaining carriers, receiving 2 high service age planes for transport 
to overland base. 


C. Gunnery 

1. Training* nornfiring . 

a. Gun crews were exercised during condition watches and dawn 
general quarters in tracking aircraft in the vicinity of the formation. Loading 
drill was stressed for men off watch. Even though no actual firing was done 
from 1 September until mid-October, it was noted that gun and tracking crews 
were able to maintain proficiency. This fact emphasizes the benefits gained 
from having targets available for deliberate tracking drill in maintaining and 
improving the crews* manual proficiency. 

2. Firing exercises . 

Actual firing was made available to ships enroute to and from 
operating areas and while in the replenishment area. This served to tie together 
all the loading and tracking drill and to get the entire team working smoothly 
and effectively. It- is considered th t the ammunition used was well expended; 
effectiveness of gunfire was materially improved. It is believed that the 
practice of conducting AA sleeve firing when in the replenishment area is 
excellent, 

D. Supply 

1. Upon leaving Yokosuka stock levels were in some cases below the 
180 da;; limit due to the limited re- lenishment facilities at Yokosuka. Aviation 
Supplies were sti^l about 90 com-lete and G. S. K. 95%. Ship's Store Stock, howeve 
was completely depleted in some items and there was little available to sub- 
stitute, In provisions the situation was generally good, especially in fresh 
frozen, but a few items such as eggs and fresh milk were in short supply. 

2. The shortage of Lark 12 drop tanks ex urienced during the last 
operation was temporarily met by loading oighty-two of these tanks during the 
first replenishment at sea. This would have been insufficient, however, if full 
operations had continued. 
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1. The removal of number four propeller increased the maximum speed 
of the shin on three engines from 28 to 29^ knots. Before removal of the 
or ope Her, maximum power output was reached at about 28 knots at which point 
the after four boilers began to be overloaded. The drag of the locked 
propeller caused excessive vibration which introduced the continuing possibility 
of crystallization and fatigue failure of machinery located in the after part of 
the ship where vibration was most noticeable. After removal of the propeller 
sufficient power was available to permit completely opening number two and 
number three main engine throttles without putting undue strain on the after four 
boilers. The maximum speed attained with three throttles open wide was approx- 
imately 29| knots. At this speed vibration was no more than normal. 


F. Recapitulation of recommendations 

1. personnel . 

a. That mandatory quotas for training schools be kept to a 
minimum while a ship is in the forward area. 

b. That every effdrt be made to permit personnel to serve out 
a full rotational tour of duty on one vessel. 

2. Air Operations and CIC. 

a. That aircraft' bo assigned calls in accordance with section 733.5 
of Janap 119(A). 

b. That carriers operating in possible submarine waters be- pro- 
vided with suitably equipped anti-submarine aircraft. 

c. That ships of the Task Force be kept fully advised of all 
aircraft operating in the area, 

d. That the "ready deck", rather than being a function of the duty 
carrier, be coordinated with the flight schedule to provide maximum ready deck 
coverage and ease in respotting. 

e. That returning strikes keep the Task Group controller fully 
advised of their positions, 

3. Communications, 

a. That more care be exercised in sending traffic over prescribed 

circuits. 

b. That consideration be given to establishing a VHF administrative 
circuit separate from any other assigned frequency. 



report. 


a. That the Action Report and ’/Jar Diary be combined to form ana 


b. That the submission of the shapes Historical Report not be 
required for the period covered by the above report (s). 


That the practice of e 
when in the replenishment area be co' 


sleeve firing 
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Action Report for the period 17 March through 21 April 
1951 


(a) 

( 1 ) 


CNO restr ltr Op-345 ser 1196P34 dtd 3 Aug 1950 

CVG-101 conf ltr ser 06 dtd 27 Apr 1951: Action 

Report of Carrier Air Group 101 (17 Mar 1951 - 
21 Apr 1951) p, j! 


1. In compliance with reference (a), the action report for 
the period 17 March through 21 April 1951 is hereby submitted. 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions 


a. Composition 

In accordance with CinCPacFlt Movement Order 1-A1 and 
ComCarDiv THREE confidential dispatch 16232&Z, the U.S.S. BOXER 
(CV-21), with Commander Carrier Division THREE and Carrier Air 
Group ONE HUNDRED ONE embarked, departed Pearl Harbor, T.H., 

17 March 1951. OTC was Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM 
W. G. TOMLINSON, USN. The ship proceeded to Van Dieman Straits 
where, on 25 March, a rendezvous was made with the U.S.S. RUSH 
(DD-714) and the U.S.S. THOMPSON (DD-760). The ship then pro- 
ceeded into the Sea of Japan, where on 26 March, a rendezvous 
with Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN and the replenishment group was 
effected. With the departure of the U.S.S. VaLLEY FORGE (CV-45) 
on 26 March, TF-77 consisted of two carriers, one cruiser, and 
.13 destroyers, OTC was RADM R. A. OFSTIE, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. PRINCE- 
TON (CV-37). RADM W. G. TOMLINSON, USN, Commander Carrier 
Division THREE, was second in command. 

b. Mission s 


(l) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77' s Operation Order 1-51. 
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(2) The missions of the Task Force were to provide 
close and deep air support, reconnaissance, interdiction, 
and air bombardment in order to destroy enemy forces, communi- 
cations, and installations in support of United Nations Forces, 
and to protect the force against enemy air, surface and sub- 
surface attacks* 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the BOXER* s employment 
during the period of this action report: 

(1) Period 17 through 26 March : At 1005 on 17 March 

the BOXER sortied from Pearl Harbor. On 25 March, while pro- 
ceeding through Van Dieman Straits, a rendezvous was made with 
the U.S.S. RUSH (DD-714) and the U.S.S. THOMASON (DD-760) who 
acted as a screen for the BOXER as she proceeded on to the 
rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

On the afternoon of 25 March a briefing team composed of 
officers from the Staff of Commander Carrier Division ONE, and 
the acting Commander of Carrier Air Group TWO, along with per- 
tinent operation orders and briefing materials were received • 
aboard from the U.S.S. RUSH. On 26 March, Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN was joined while replenishing at sea, at which tir e the 
BOXER, too, was replenished. The briefing team was returned 
to the U.S.S. VaLLEY FORGE at the same time via helicopter. 

That night the Task Force steamed North in anticipation of the 
strikes scheduled for the following day. 

(2) Period 27 March to 8 April : Because the weather 

was unfavorable on the 27th, only two missions of eight planes 
each were sent off, both for close air support, and on the 
28th and 29th no missions at all were flown. On the 30th, 
however, the weather lifted and the BOXER then commenced flying 
the type of missions which filled her schedules during this 
period. These were composed of: (1) Close Air Support 

missions in which two VA and two VF were usually combined as a 
nnit and reported for control to a TACP; (2) Armed Reconnais- 
sance, .which wore jet or VF missions designed to sweep roads, 
observe movements of personnel and vehicles and attack worth- 
while targets of opportunity: (3) Bridge Strikes, both rail 

and highway key bridges; (4) "Railroad Breakers" and "Rail- 
road Seeders", designed to break the lines several miles apart 
and discourage repairs, (the "seeds" being delayed action bombs); 
(5) Naval Gunfire Spotting, for the bombardment ships off 
Wonsan and Song jin; (6) Hecklers, to disrupt the enemy by 
attacking during darkness and to spot targets for succeeding 
early morning strikes; (7) RESCAPS; (8) TARCAPS; (9) Photo 
Missions; and (10) Strikes against cities or other specific 
targets. In addition, the usual defensive missions were flown. 

On the 31st of March, and on the 1st and 2nd of April offensive 
operations continued. On the 3rd the ship replenished and 
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the PRINCETON, with Commander Carrier Division FIVE embarked, 
departed for Yokosuka. On the 4th, with RADM TOMLINSON, USN, 

OTC and CTF-77, operations were resumed. On the 5th a total 
of Si offensive missions were conducted. On one of the close 
air support missions an attempt was apparently made by the 
enemy to simulate a friendly TACP. This bogus attempted to 
direct BOXER planes to bomb a position where friendly troops 
were located, but the pilots recognized the fact that they 
were being misdirected and requested authentication, whereupon 
the enemy went off the air. Offensive missions were continued 
on the 6th. On the 7th a heavy day was also scheduled to pro- 
vide air support for an amphibious landing south of Song jin 
of HMS Royal Commandos, who landed and blew up a section of 
rail tracks near the beach; however, fog forced cancellations 
for all but 40 offensive sorties. It was on one of these that 
the BOXER lost her first pilot. LTJG H. T. WALKER, U SNR, 
flying an F4U, experienced engine failure as a result of enemy 
aircraft fire. He glided into a fog bank in an attempt to 
make a forced landing near shore in the vicinity of Tanch-on. 

Fog prevented an aerial search; a surface search yielded 
negative results. On S April the ship replenished and then 
continued steaming South, At 1600 a new phase of operations 
was commenced. 

(3) Period of B April through 15 April ; During this 
period the BOXER was operating in the Formosa Straits area 

as part of Task Force 77 under Com7thFlt's Secret Operation 
Order 75-51. Enroute to and from this area training flights 
were conducted. On completion of these operations, the Task 
Force returned to the East Coast of Korea where it replenished 
on 15 April. 

(4) Period 16 April through 19 April : This period 

commenced with 112 offensive and defensive missions on 16 April, 
Jamming of the VHF channels by the enemy was encountered by 
aircraft sent out for close air support. On the 17th, opera- 
tions continued. On thq lBth, deck load strikes, coordinated 
with those of the PHILIPPINE SEA and the PRINCETON (which 
arrived late in the day), were launched against the road junc- 
tion city of Hamhung. Of the BOXER 1 s 95 offensive missions, 

71 were against Hamhung and 24 were regular armed recco and 
photo hops. As a result of these concentrated strikes on this 
important key communication center, it is estimated that the 
primary targets in the city will be more or less useless to 
the enemy for some time. LT A. W. C. THOMAS, USNR, lost his 
life in this attack when his F4U was seen to explode while in 
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a strafing run. It is believed that the aircraft hit a high 
tension wire or a wire trap, as the pilot broadcast," Lookout 
for the wires’." shortly before his plane exploded and disin- 
tegrated. On the 19th another heavy day of deck load strikes 
was scheduled, this time against the city of Wonsan; however, 
because of adverse weather, only 16 offensive sorties were 
launched. This day completed the subject tour of combat 
operations during which a total of 571 offensive sorties had 
been flown plus 261 sorties classified as defensive or other- 
wise, not including helicopter flights. 

(5) Period 19 through 21 April: On the afternoon of 

the 19th, the ship replenished. The remainder of the period 
was spent enroute to Yokosuka for limited- availability, 
arriving Yokosuka at 1400 on 21 April 1951* 

PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

See enclosure (l). 

PrtRT IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by- the ship. See en- 
closure (1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that 
suffered by BOXER aircraft . 

PART V Personnel 

a. Casualties: 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties during 
this period except those of the Air Group (see enclosure (1). 

b. Performance: 

(1) A large number of personnel transfers and receipts 
had been effected while the ship was in the shipyard at San 
Francisco, By the time this operation commenced the new men 
had been welded into a smooth running team and personnel 
performance presented no problem. 

PART VI Comments 


a.> Operations 

(1) Although one copy of CTF-77's Operation Order 
1-51 was available prior to departure Pearl Harbor, current 
air plans and other necessary briefing material were not re- 
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coived until the arrival of the ComCarDivONE briefing team 
late in the evening on 25 Iharch, the BOXER'S first air operation 
being scheduled for the morning- 27 Inarch. Although this 
briefing interval was greater than that experienced by the 
BOXER in September 1950, it was still insufficient to enable 
all personnel concerned to digest thoroughly the required in- 
formation ♦ 


(2) The PRINCETON performed invaluable indoctrina- 
tion services to the BOXER during the first few days of opera- 
tions. PRINCETON squadron and unit commanders or qualified 
representatives came aboard the BOXER personally to brief 
contemporary units in the details of operations and operation- 
al .procedures. In adaition, the newly arrived pilots were 
indoctrinated with the terrain and CAS procedure. An AD and 
an F4U from the PRINCETON accompanied each BOXER CAS mission 
in the roll of "Bird Dogs", flushing and pointing out targets. 
This procedure, highly recommended for newly reporting air 
groups, greatly expedited the effectiveness of BOXER missions. 

b. Communications T : 

(1) General 

(a) Communications in general were excellent and 
much improved over the conditions experienced in October 1950. 
The pattern of messages and the means of delivery thereof 
particularly from the Army and the Air Force were markedly im- 
proved. The importance of this in the receipt of such messages 
as the bombline and TACP reports cannot be overemphasized. 

(b) The volume of traffic, particularly encrypted 
was very heavy and taxed to the limit operating personnel. The 
need for more seasoned rated men, both signal and radio, was 
very apparent. 

(2) CW 

(a) The direct CW circuit (4135 KC CW ) to JOC 
Korea proved most helpful in the exchange of vital information. 
This frequency coupled with 6690 KC (V) was invaluable in the 
processing of operational traffic. 

(3) RATT circuits 

(a) The Commander Naval Forces Far East RATT 
broadcast continued to handle a large volume of traffic. Re- 
ception, as a whole, was excellent and it was very occasional 
that missing messages had to be serviced. 
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(b) The Ultra High Frequency RATT circuit among 
the heavy ships proved most successful in the handling of 
messages, particularly high precedence flash reports. 

( 4 ) UHF Voice 

(a) UHF Voice Communications were considered very 
good. Some maintenance problems with the TDZ/RDZ equipment 
were encountered in the early stages. Most of the trouble 
was traced to short circuits in the antenna leads following 
shipyard overhaul. 

(5) VHF 

(a) VHF communications wore generally considered 
excellent. The TBS was used exclusively for the primary tac- 
tical circuit and proved quite reliable. 

(b) at times it was noted that unnecessary traffic 
other than operational was sent over the primary tactical. The 
OTC quite rightly corrected this situation. 

( 6) Visual 

(a) Visual communications including Nancy were 
excellent. The limiting of messages for delivery by Nancy 
to 25 groups was sound. 

( 7 ) CrVPtoboard 

(a) The load of traffic on the cryptoboard was 
very heavy. A temporary emergency extension of the crypto- 
room helped considerably. However, permanent enlarged facili- 
ties for the cryptoroom and communication office are definitely 
indicated. 


(b) An increase in allowance of officers assigned 
to communications is required for cryptoboard duty. At pres- 
ent, nine officers are allowed and an increase of at least 
three is indicated. These officers should have had a course 
of instruction in crypto procedure and at least three months’ 
expei i once before they are considered eligible to fill a billet 
The use of officers from other departments to fill the gap is 
not satisfactory due to lack of time to devote to these duties 
because of conflict with their primary military and department- 
al duties. 

( £ ) Recommendations 


(a) Enlarge the present cryptoroom and communica- 
tion office. A reallocation of spaces seems indiaated. 
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(b) Increase the allowance of officers permanently 
assigned to communications for cryptoboard duties by three for 
all CVs operating under oner gen cy conditions. A minimum of three 
months training ahould be allowed prior to their being consider-? 
ed as filling the billet. 

(c) Increase the allowance of rated radiomen in view 
of the requirement to intercept three Fox. schedules and the in- 
creased number of functional circuits. 

c. CIC 

(1) aircraft detection ranges were very limited* Air 
targets were seldom picked up in excess of AO miles and, if at 
altitudes above 10,000 feet, detection ranges were frequently 
less than 40 miles. These limited ranges on air targets were 
undoubtedly due to the existence of a marked temperature inver- 
sion as surface targets (DD) were picked up frequently at ranges 
in excess of 40 miles and land at 150 miles. 

(2) Jet aircraft wore seldom detected at any range 
if at altitudes above 15,000 - 18,000 feet. 

(3) The foregoing results were obtained with the SX 

and SPS-6B radars. It is believed, however, that were the SPS-6E 
antenna stabilized and in a less obstructed location the results 
would have improved. The use of MK III ("G” band) IFF, coupled 
with identification turns and approach sectors, proved inval- 
uable in detecting returning strikes at ranges beyond radar de- 
tection ranges and in obtaining an indication of the friendly 
nature of aircraft. 

(4) The URD-2 VHF/DF equipment again proved its use- 
fulness, both as a direction finder and as a standby VHF receiver 
Excellent results were obtained with Mark 5/10 IFF currently 
installed in jet aircraft. Ranges of 90-100 miles were consis- 
tently obtained with this equipment. 

d. Air Intelligence 

(1) Every possible attempt was made by the ship to 
obtain all charts, maps, and other data necessary prior to 
sailing from San Diego, but the material was not available. While 
at Pearl Harbor many deficiencies were supplied by CinCFacFlt; 
nevertheless, many of the deficiencies still could not be filled 
in Pearl Harbor. It is felt that ships destined for employment 
in the forward area should be issued a complete "packet 1, of maps 
and charts prior to departure from the West Coast, 
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(2) It is believed that prior to departure from 
Pearl Harbor a complete and detailed theater indoctrination 
of pilots and operations personnel should be conducted by 

an officer recently familiar through personal experience with 
operations in the forward area. Up to date information of 
flak, airfields, close air support techniques, etc., should 
be furnished at this time rather than the night before opera- 
tions commence. 

(3 ) Maps should be folded and fitted together, 
covered with thin adhesive cellulose acetate, bound in heavy 
file folders, and issued in sets of WAC, Pilotage and Approach 
Series to all pilots with 3” expanding, accordion type manila 
envelopes to hold them. The necessary material for this pro- 
ject should be obtained prior to departure from the West Coast 
and the cutting and the binding the maps by pilots should be 
accomplished on the trip out. 



(4) The storage facilities for Air Intelligence 
material should be expanded. This is also true of facilities 
available in Squadron Ready Rooms for stowage of Air Intelli- 
gence material. The material required for adequate coverage in 
a peninsular or coastal campaign of this nature vastly exceeds 
the amount of material required for the "island hopping" opera- 
tions of the last war. Storage facilities which were adequate 
then are grossly inadequate now. 


(5 ) It is also desired to call attention to the 
problems encountered by Squadron AIO’s in debriefing in a 
crowded and often disturbed Ready Room. In the design of 
future carriers it would be highly desirable to provide the 
Squadron AI Officer with a small office directly off the Ready 
Room for this purpose, and in which Ms gear could be stowed. 



(6) A qualified Photo Interpretation Officer is 
sorely needed in the ship’s Air Intelligence Organization. 
The work load of tactical prints in the Photo Lab has run on 
an average of over 1,000 per day. The need for a PI Officer 
is obvious. 


(y ) A room for the Photo pilots to annotate their 
films is needed and has been provided. It is being equipped 
with a complete set of maps, as it has been discovered that 
without easy access to them it is difficult for the Photo pilot 
to annotate their films correctly in grid coordinates. 


(8 ) It is recommended that a special rate be estab- 
lished for enlisted personnel, e.g., "Air Intelligence Mate", 
and that a special training program be set up to qualify them 
in the following categories: Yeoman, Quartermaster and Photo 

Interpreter, The present system necessitates training on the 
job, a difficult procedure in the course of operations and one 
which hampers efficiency. It is also felt that such a rate 
would boost morale among enlisted personnel assigned these 
luties. 
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e. Air Department 

(1) Rockets 

(a) Rockets failing to fire and returned to the 
ship by F4U aircraft average about seven percent. Mark 5 

Mod 4 launchers initially installed will not hold hung rockets 
during an arrested landing and the vast majority come off, 
endangering aircraft and personnel as well as delaying air 
operations. These launchers are being replaced by ASRO-14 Able 
launchers, ten installations having been completed to date. 

This launcher has greatly reduced the above-mentioned hazards 
by its ability to retain hung rockets upon arrested landing. 
However, little, if any, improvement has been noted in the 
number of rockets returned. Most failures to fire from the 
aERO- 14 Able launchers appear to be due to the pig-tails being 
severed by hot brass and iinks when strafing is commenced prior 
to firing rockets. Various measures have been employed in an 
effort to preclude this severing of pig-tails with some im- 
provement noted, when a solution is reached, it is believed 
that the AERO-14 Able launcher will constitute a considerable 
improvement over the Mark 5 Mod 4 launcher. 

(b) An unusual accident occurred recently when 
the propellant grain of a 5 H HVaR burned on the flight deck. 

This rocket, dropped from its launcher on an arrested landing, 
bounced into the path of the propeller. Subsequently, it came 
to rest with flame erupting from a gash in the motor tube, 
burning out without incident. Disposal was by jettisoning and 
no attempt was made to determine the condition of the fuzes; 
however, the pressure arming base fuze probably was not armed. 

( 2 ) Jet Blast Deflectors 

(a) Jet blast deflectors as presently installed 
have proved unsatisfactory. The usefulness and advantages of 
such a device are readily apparent; however, their use is pre- 
cluded by lack of dependability in the mechanical operation of 
raising and lowering. After heating, they tend to expand and 
remain in an ”up ,J position until they have cooled sufficiently 
to permit lowering. Obviously, such devices cannot be used 
when there is danger of their becoming stuck in the n up n posi- 
tion, with an immobilized flight deck resulting. Since the 
installation of the jet blast deflectors and after tests of the 
equipment were made, clearances between switches were adjusted. 
As a result of tests it has been noted that the present hoisting 
motor (£ ton capacity) and the hoisting cable (5,000 lbs. break- 
ing strength) are inadequate, tuat the sheaves require pro- 
vision for lubrication, and that possibly the vanes of the de- 
flector are constructed of metal of insufficient gauge inasmuch 
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as a number have broken or cracked. It is recommended that 
the blast deflectors be constructed with sufficient precision 
and strength to insure operating depen dabilit y. 




CAMERON BRIGGS /' | 
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U.S.S. 3QXEE ('CV-21) ® 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
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A4-3 
Ser 065 
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From: 

To: 

Via: 


Commanding Officer DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 

Chief of Naval Operations DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

(1) Commander Carrier Divisioh THREE DOD WR 520010 

(2) Commander Carrier Division FIVE 

(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(4) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(5) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 


Subj: Action Report for the period 30 April 1951 through 

4 June 1951 


Ref: (a) CNO restr ltr Op-345 ser 1196P34 dtd 3 Aug 1950 

Enel: (1) CVG-lOl conf ltr ser 08 dtd 5 June 1951: 

Action Report of Carrier Air Group 101 (30 April 
1951 to 4 June 1951) p ,/£- 

1* In compliance with reference (a), the action report for 
the period 30 April through 4 June 1951 is hereby submitted: 


PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions 


a. Composition * 

(1) In accordance with Commander SEVENTH Fleet confi- 
dential dispatch 232332Z of April and Commander Carrier Divi- 
sion THREE confidential dispatch 270534Z of April, the U.S.S. 
BOXER (CV-21), with Commander Carrier Division THREE and 
Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE embarked, got underway on the 
morning of 30 April 1951 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the 
operating area in company with Destroyer Squadron SIXTEEN and 
rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan 
on the morning of 2 May 1951. Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was" 
composed of the UwS.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47), the U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CV-37), the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) and various heavy 
support and screening ships. 

(2) The OTC was RADM R. A, OFSTIE, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CV-37). RADM W. G. TOMLINSON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division THREE, was second in command. 
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b. Missions, 


(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77’s Operation Order 1-51. 

(2) The missions of the Task Force were to provide 
close and deep air support, reconnaissance, interdiction, and 
air bombardment in order to destroy enemy forces, communications 
and installations in support of United Nations Forces, and to 
protect the force against enemy air, surface and subsurface 
attacks . 

FART II Chronological Order of Events. 

30 April 1951 ** 

At 0530 the BOXER, accompanied by Destroyer Squadron 
SIXTEEN, departed Yokosuka, Japan, for a rendezvous with Task 
Force SEVENTY -SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. Training flights 
and anti-aircraft firing were conducted during the day. Also, 

4 AD-4 and 3 F4U-4 replacement aircraft from the ComFairJap 
Pool at NAS, Atsugi, were landed aboard. 

1 May 1951 - 

While proceeding through the East China Sea, training 
flights were again conducted. 

2 May 1951 - 

At 0645 the U.S.3. BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force 
SEVEN TY- SEVEN off the east coast of Korea. 

At 0700 the first .orwHafc flight was launched. Air 
operations from the U.S.3. PRINCETON, PHILIPPINE SEA, and the 
BOXER, continued throvighout the mornigg. Fog over the target 
area forced cancellation of the afternoon flights. 

The Task Force replenished during late afternoon and 
early evening. . 

3 May 1951 - 

The three carriers resumed operations. The U.S.S. 
PHILIPPINE SEA departed from the Task Force upon completion 
of her shceduled air operations about 1620. 

4 May 1951 - 

The Task force replenished at sea. 



5 May 1951 - 


Full scale operations from the PRINCETON and the BOXER 
were resumed* 

6 May 195 1 - 

Operafjons continued from the PRINCETON and the BOXER. 

RADM G. R. HENDERSON relieved HADM R*. A. OFSTIE as 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and Commander Carrier 
Division FIVE aboard the U.S.3. PRINCETON, 

The forty-first thousandth landing aboard the BOXER was 

made. 


7 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued, LTJG F. B. ROBBINS, VA-702, 
was lost on a Close Air Support Mission when his AD-4 crashed 
and burned, 

3 May 1951 - 

Shrouded by a heavy fog which reduced the visibility 
to less than two hundred yards, the Carrier Task Force rendez- 
voused with the replenishing group, 

9 May 1951 - 

No air operations due to heavy fog, 

10 May 1951 - 

Fogbound most of the day; however, limited air operations 
were commenced at 1600. 

11 May 1951 - 

The Task Force maneuvered out of the bad weather of the 
past few days which had held the force fogbound. During the 
afternoon air operations were resumed. Of particular signifi- 
cance is the fact that two railroad bridges east and north- 
east of PYONGYANG, which the USAF had endeavored to destroy 
on numerous occasions, were severely damaged by BOXER aircraft, 
one span being dropped on one of the bridges and three spans 
on the other* 

One AD and one F4-U were lost this date although the 
pilots were safely recovered. The F4U settled into the water 
immediately upon take-off apparently as a result of a partial 
power plant failure; the AD spun-in in the landing circle. 
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12 May 1951 - 



All air operations were conducted as per schedule, 

13 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued, 

14 May 1951 - 


Replenished, 


15 May 1951 - 

No air operations due to unfavorable weather, 

16 May 1951 - 

Bad weather continued through the better part of the 
day. At 1600 a JETCAP, a PHOTO flight, and a CAS event were 
launched, 

17 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0815 the U,S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47), the U.S.S. 

NEW JERSEY (BB-62), the U.S.S. MANCHESTER ( CL-83 ) , and screening 
destroyers rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

At 1538 Commander Carrier Division THREE, , aboard the 
U.S.S. BOXER, relieved Commander Carrier Division FIVE as 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN, and the U.S.3. PRINCETON, 
with Commander Carrier Division FIVE embarked, departed for 
Yokosuka, Japan. 

18 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0700 the U.S.S. PRINCETON, with Commander Carrier 
Division FIVE embarked, rendezvoused with the Task Force after 
having been recalled to assist in furnishing Close Air Support 
for UN troops in their stand against a new Communist offensive. 

At 0800 two BOXER F4U f s were shot down over the front 
lines; LTJG Marion Thomas DRAG ASTI N, VF- 8 S 4 , going in with his 
plane which exploded upon impact and LT George (n) GARRISON, 
VF- 884 , parachuting clear of his aircraft. Neither pilot was 
rescued. A SAR helicopter reported later, when an attempted 
rescue was made, that LT GARRISON had left the scene of his 
landing. 

At 2243 Commander Carrier Division FIVE relieved 
Commander Carrier Division THREE as Commander Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN. 
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19 May 1951 - 



Air operations continued as per schedule with ex- 
cellent results. Several strikes from the U.3.S. BOXER were 
highly commended by the ground controllers. The Task Force 
replenished during the night hours in order to render maximum 
air support to the UN front line troops. 

At 2255 Commander Carrier Division THREE relieved 
Commander Carrier Division FIVE as Commander Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. The PRINCETON again departed for Yokosuka. 

20 May 1951 - 

After having replenished throughout the night, air 
operations were resumed at 0430. Infomation gleaned from 
the strike leaders indicated that this was one of the most 
successful operating days. A total of 111 sorties were flown. 

21 May 1951 - 


Air operations continued until 1200 at which time 
schedules were cancelled due to unfavorable weather conditions; 
and overnight replenishment was again accomplished. 

22 May 1951 - 

Morning flights were cancelled due to unfavorable 

weather. 


At 1215 the first strike was launched, 

23 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued with excellent results. The 
forty-second thousandth landing aboard the BOXER was made this 
day. 


24 May 1951 - 

Scheduled air operations continued. LCDR G. L. 
CARMICHAEL, Commanding Officer of VF-B&4, died a few hours 
after parachuting from his F4U which had been hit by enemy 
flak over the front lines; diagnosis — a crushed chest, 

25 May 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished, commencing at 0330. Air 
operations were resumed at 1500. 
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26 May 1951 - 


With North Korean forces in full retreat offering 
lucrative targets, unfavorable weather precluded flight 
operations. 

27 May 1951 - 

Continued unfavorable weather precluded flight opera- 
tions. 

23 May 1951 - 

Full scale operations were conducted with the return 
of favorable weather. 

30 May 1951 - 

Air operations which commenced on schedule were termin- 
ated at 1200 due to unfavorable weather. 

One F9F was lost when it settled into the water after 
a catapult launch, apparently from partial power failure. The 
pilot was recovered and returned aboard uninjured in the record 
time of less than two minutes. 

The U.3.3. BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) rendezvoused with 
the Task Force to commence her initial operations in the Korean 
Campaign. 


At 1910 the U.S.3. PHILIPPINE SEA, having been relieved 
by the U.S.3. BON KOMliE RICHARD, was detached to proceed to 
Yokosuka for onward routing to the West Coast. Four F4U and four 
AD replacement aircraft were received from the PHILIPPINE SEA 

prior to her departure. 

31 May 1951 - 

Only Weather Reconnaissance, NGF, and CAP flights were 
flown until late in the afternoon when the weather over Korea 
cleared sufficiently to launch Armed Reconnaissance flights 
against targets north of the thirty-ninth parallel. 

1 June 1951 - 

Normal air operations resumed. 
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2 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 


At 1054 the U.S.3. PRINCETON ( CV-37 ) , with Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE embarked, rendezvoused with the Task 
Force. 


At 1125 Commander Carrier Division FIVE relieved 
Commander Carrier Division THREE as Commander Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN . 

At 1350 completed scheduled air operations. 

At 1452 the BOXER, accompanied by Destroyer Division 
162, was detached from the Task Force, and proceeded to rendez- 
vous with the replenishment group. 

At 2106 upon completion of receiving fuel oil, aviation 
gasoline, and ammunition, the BOXER and DesDiv-162 took de- 
parture for Yokosuka, Japan. A record ammunition loading rate 
of 1B5 short tons per hour was established. 

3 June 1951 - 

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan. 

4 June 1951 - 

At 1500 , arrived Yokosuka, Japan for a period of 
restricted availability, during which catapults, flight deck 
planking, and jet blast deflectors were overhauled as well as 
numerous repairs made to the engineering plant. 
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PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 
See enclosure (1). 

PART IV Battle Damage * 

No battle damage x^as sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered 
by BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel 


a. Casualties 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties during 
this period except those of the Air Group as reported in enclo- 
sure 11). 

PART VI Comments. 


a. Ship Handling . 

(1) At 0700 on S May during replenishment, the BOXER 
was closing the U.S.S. KASKASKIA (AO-27) using radar. Fog 
conditions were such that visibility was reduced to less than 
200 yards. The final approach, after radar contact was lost- 
in the sea return, was made at a speed difference of 2 knots, 
with lookouts alerted to watch for the wake of the KASKASKIA. 
Replenishment course was 340° T, speed 11 knots. On sighting 
a strong wake close aboard indicating that possibly the tanker 
had been closed more rapidly than calculated, the BOXER turned 
hard left. On heading about 320° T, the wake-maker, a DD also 
leaking an approach on the AO, was sighted and course changed 
to 342° T. Closing the tanker from the quarter without regain- 
ing radar contact, had to be accomplished very slowly for safety. 
The KASKASKIA’ s searchlight was picked up at about 300 yards. 

It is strongly recommended that during low visibili- 
ty conditions, destroyers not make approaches until after CV’s 
and support ships have reported on station. 

b. Air Department . 

(1) Flight Deck . 

Throughout this reporting period, the flight deck 
was spotted with a ’*split spot", consisting of two AD and two 
or three F4U types across the deck and a dead pack of four to 
seven F9F*s. 
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By 15 May the installation of the AER0-14A rocket 
launchers on F4U’s had progressed to a point where the number 
of aircraft that could be "split spotted" across the deck was 
reduced to two AD’s and two F4U’s. This was due to the fact 
that F4U aircraft with AERO -14 -A rocket launchers requires 
fourteen inches more deck space athwartship than those with 
Mark 5 Mod 4 type launchers with which they were formerly 
equipped* An echelon spotting of AER0-14-A equipped F4U’s is 
being worked out. 

The Ford tractors used aboard ship are excellent 
for size and maneuverability but lack sufficient power in high 
gear to pull a heavily loaded AD or F9F up the deck against 
strong winds. Second gear is too slow for expeditious respott- 
ing forward during lannch/land operations. If an attempt is 
made to use high gear, the clutch must be slipped to such an 
extant that clutch troubles result. A faster speed for second 
gear would solve the problem, the present high and low gear 
ratios being satisfactory. 

(2) Catapults 

During the period of this report, a number of 
catapult troubles were encountered. The flexible return line 
on the port catapult ruptured. The hydraulic tensioning pump 
on the starboard catapult failed in the cone bearing. Since 
a spare cone bearing was not available, the system for tension- 
ing by means of accumulator pressure was reinstalled. The 
three way valve installed under BuAer Change #29 showed leakage 
at the "T" fitting, necessitating the reinstallation of the 
old type valve. In addition, two of the four main hydraulic 
oil gear pumps on the starboard catapult malfunctioned, one 
freezing and one reduced to extremely low pressure, making it 
necessary to continue operations with only two pumps on the 
line. This resulted in doubling the time necessary to build 
up pressure with a corresponding increase in interval between 
launches on the starboard catapult. Jet pairs were launched 
every other shot, alternating with single jet shots from the 
port catapult. 

(3 ) Gasoline . 

The time required for replenishment of aviation 
gasoline from the tanker to the carrier is recognized as a 
retarding factor in the over-all replenishment operation. 
Experiences of previous fueling operations showed that tankers 
were not able to supply a steady pressure or continuous rate 
of flow to the carrier’s forward and after gasoline systems. 


The fueling rig used by the tankers has been either a four 
inch hose or a six inch hose with the last section reduced 
to four inches, from tanker to carrier. These two rigs 
have delivered an average of approximately 250 gallons per 
minute to the after tanks and approximately 400 gallons per 
minute to the forward tanks. 

With the excellent cooperation of the U.S.S. 
KASKASKIA (AO-27), a six-inch hose was rigged from tanker 
to carrier. On the carrier’s end of this six-inch hose were 
a quick disconnect and a wye fitting for reducing to two 
four-inch fittings. Two four-inch hoses were attached to the 
wye connection, one hose beir.g laid out along the starboard 
hangar deck edge to the fueling station at frame 60 and the 
other four-inch hose laid out across the hangar deck to the 
fueling station at frame 40 port side. Gasoline was then 
pumped directly to the forward tanks via the connection at 
frame 60 and to the after tani.s via the connection at frame 
40, It was found that a steady pressure and a continuous 
rate of flow was maintained which delivered approximately 
3#0 gallons per minute at 9.2 7.S.X. to the after tanks and 
approximately 600 gallons per minute at 11.0 P.S.I. to the 
forward tanks* 

To secure dptimum results with this new six-inch 
rig the level of fuel in the carrier’s tanks must be preadjus- 
ted so that each set of forward and after tanks being fueled 
simultaneously will reach a full state at the same time. 

The use of this system of fueling has cut the time 
alongside the tanker by nearly one-third, thus contributing 
greatly to the overall efficiency of replenishment at sea. 

A report of this experimental rig, which is now 
accepted as standard, has been forwarded separately. 

(4) Aviation Ordnance . 

During the initial phases of the period covered 
by this report, a considerable increase was noted in the 
number of rockets being returned to the ship by aER 0-14-A 
rocket launchers. Most failures to fire from these launchers 
was considered due to the pigtails being severed by hot brass 
and links when strafing was commenced prior to firing rockets. 

This problem is believed to have been solved by the 
design and installation of deflector plates on the after end 
of the racks to protect the pigtails, A few similar plates 
have been installed on Mark 5 Mod 4 launchers with a further 
reduction of returns ensuing, A complete report on the above 
mentioned deflector plates will be submitted to Commander Air 
Force, Pacific Fleet as soon as sufficient data has been 


declassified 



collected to substantiate the limited excellent results 
noted to date. 


c. Communications . 

(1) Circuit Interference . 

Communications, in general, were excellent 
during this oeriod with the exception of periodic inter- 
ference on all long range circuits, attributed mainly to 
ionospheric disturbances. However, the proximity of the c 
transmitter antennae also caused some interference. 


Although little can be done in regard to iono- 
spheric disturbances, it is considered that a study of the 
antennae arrangements of the CV type with a view to reallo- 
cation would prove helpful in alleviating transmitter inter- 
ference. 

( 2) Daily Summaries . 

It is estimated that over fifty per cent of 
the encrypted message traffic handled by the cryptoboard 
of this flagship was daily operational summaries, generally 
of high precedence with numerous addressees. The originators 
were: Commander Naval Forces, Far East; parallel echelons of 
command for the U.S. Army and Air Force; and the Commander- 
in Chief Far East. The aggregate of these messages tended, 
at times, to infringe upon the time required for the expedi- 
tious processing of high precedence traffic involving current 
or impending operations. 


It is recommended that either: (1), the reporting 
of such information essential to operations in progress be 
continued by messages of high precedence and that the remain- 
der be transimtted by means other than messages or by messages 
of low precedence or; (2), as an alternative, task unit, 
element, and group commanders report directly to task force 
commanders who will in turn, correlate the summaries and trans- 
mit one summary for their respective task forces to those 
who need to know. 


d. Supply Department « 

(1) Aviation Supply . 


During this period of intensified air operations, 
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the "availability of aircraft" has become of increasing 
importance due largely to the Air Group 1 s heavy operating 
schedule, the limited time between operations for maintenance 
of the planes (particularly when replenishment is carried out 
at night), the increasing hours of flying time on aircraft 
in the third and fourth service tours (particularly the 
FZjAJ’s) and the increasing damage to aircraft surfaces from 
enemy small arms fire. In order to meet this problem immedi- 
ately, the Aviation Supply Officer has been instructed to 
"stay on top of ,? every demand within reason made by the squad- 
rons aboard, even to the extent of improvising where necessary. 


The following constructive suggestions are strong! 
recommended for consideration by higher authority for incorpore 
tion within our Aviation Supply system: 


(a) Aviation Allowance Lists should be made more 
realistic. The initial loading on the West Coast was based 

on the application of peacetime allowances to wartime operating 
conditions. For certain items in Section Baker Allowance Lists, 
even the variable multiple factor applied to the Peacetime 
Allowance Columns is considered to result in inadequate war- 
time allowances. It is believed that the variable factor 
column should be increased in order that additional inventories 
may be carried on board in an attempt to meet the demand' arising 
from increased operating schedules. At the present time, the 
Supply Officer is currently preparing "marked up" allowance.:, 
lists for forwarding to the ComAirPac Supply Officer reflecting 
90-day usage data which may be useful in revising quantities 
presently shown on allowance lists. 

(b) The afloat Aviation Supply situation should 
be strengthened to allow for more complete replenishment by 
the aviation stores ship U.3.S. JUPITER. Possibly, additional 
non-stock aviation parts eould be stocked aboard this "afloat 
depot", since it is noted that AOG*s aboard the BOXER are 
stemming for the major part from a lack of pacts that' are not 
stocked or intended to be stocked aboard a carrier. Insurance 
items, such as wings, should be stocked in greater quantities. 
Requisitions for both such types of parts frequently have to 
be passed to the United States for resupply. 

(2) GSK . 

Some difficulty has been encountered in routine 
replenishment of General Stores. Routine (Priority "C") 
requisitions submitted were cancelled by the supporting activi- 
ty whenever the material concerned was either not in stock or 
not carried* This makes it necessary for new requisitions to 
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be re-submitted at an indefinite time in the future on a 
’’catch-as-catch-can” basis for those routine requirements which 
still remain* An effort is being made to have routine requisi- 
tions obligated against due stocks, or forwarded to the United 
States by the supporting activity for further action, when the 
requirements fannot be met* 


(3 ) Ship* s Store , 

• 

The importance of continuous and adequate service 
by the Ship’ s Store cannot be overstressed as an aid to morale 
aboard ship. In spite of an authorization for an inventory 
of $195,000 prior to leaving the States, with monthly sales 
approaching $50,000 many of the stocks have been depleted, even 
the so-called luxury items. All Ship’s Store Officers leaving 
the States should be advised to make sure that all assigned 
storerooms are filled to capacity with Ship’s Store Stock (other 
than that which is perishable). 

(4) Disbursing . 


During this period, all ships in the Western 
Pacific have been ordered to pay in MPC script and to call in 
all U.S. currency in accordance with BuSandA Manual (Articles 
53525 - 53529) and supplementary area directives. All Ship t s 
Disbursing Officers should be advised to carry enly enough 
American currency to meet a few ’’State-side paydays”, since 
MPC’s are purchased in this area by means of Money Requisition 
or U.S. Treasurer’s check and not by converting American money 
to MPC. 


(5) Commissary . 

The logistic support given to the BOXER in all 
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Ref: (a) CNO rest ltr Op-345 ser 1196P34 dtd 3 Aug 1950 

Enel: (1) CVG-101 conf ltr ser 019 dtd IS July 1951: 

Action Report of Carrier Air Group 101 (15 June 
1951 - 17 July 1951) f.lZL 

1* In compliance with ref (a), the action report for the 
period 15 June 1951 through 17 July 1951 is hereby submitted, 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions . 


a* Composition * 


(1) In accordance with Commander SEVENTH Fleet confi- 
dential dispatch 1006242 of June and Commander Carrier Division 
THREE confidential dispatch 140032Z of June, the U.S.S. BOXER 
(CV-21)* with Commander Carrier Division THREE and Carrier 
Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE embarked, got underway on the morn- 
ing of 15 June 1951 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the 
operating area and rendezvoused with Task Force SEVEN TY-SEVEN 
in the Sea of Japan on the morning of 17 June 1951. Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was composed of the U.S.S. PRINCETON 
(CV-37), the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), and various heavy support 
and screening ships. 


(2) The 0TC was RADM G. R. HENDERSON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CV-37). RADM W. G. TOMLINSON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division THREE, was second in command. 

b. Missions » 

(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77' s Operation Order 2-51. 
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(2) The missions of the Task Force were to provide 
close air support, reconnaissance, interdiction, and air 
bombardment in order to destroy enemy forces, communications 
and installations in support of United Nations Forces, and 
to protect the force against enemy air, surface and subsurface 
attacks. 

PART II Chronological Order of Events. 

15 June 1951 - 

At 0729 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, for a 
rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

16 June 1951 - 

At 0620, while passing through Van Diemen Straits, 
the BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S. YARNELL (DD-541) and 
the U.S.S. MCDERMUTT (DD-677) who acted as escorts to the 
operating area. 

While proceeding through the East China Sea, training 
flights and anti-aircraft firing were conducted. 

17 June 1951 - 

At 0650 the BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY 
SEVEN off the east coast of Korea. 

At 0910 the first combat flight was launched with 
air operations continuing throughout the day. Clear skies 
permitted all aircraft to hit their assigned targets with 
excellent results. 

IS June 1951 - 

Air operations continued as clear weather prevailed. 

19 June 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

20 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0910 an F4U crashed in the water about three miles 
south of Songjin as a result of enemy anti-aircraft fire. The 
pilot, LTJG P. L, SCHAEFER, went in with his plane and was 
not recovered. 


The forty-third thousandth landing aboard the BOXER 
was made. 

21 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0&05 LT D. A. ARRIVEE, Officer-in-Charge of the 
VAN team, was lost on a Reconnaissance Mission when his 
AD-2 crashed in flames while attacking an enemy ground instal- 
lation, 

22 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0615 ENS MARVIN D. NELSON, Jr., USN, parachuted 
from his flak damaged F4U-5NL over Wonsan Bay and. was safely 
recovered by a helicopter from LST 799, 

23 June 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

24, 25 and 26 June 1951 - 

Normal air operations were conducted as nearly 
perfect weather continued to prevail, 

27 June 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

28 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 1615 LTJG 0. D. DROEGE, USNR, parachuted from his 
damaged F4*U while on a close support mission just north of 
the bombline. He was safely recovered by a helicopter from 
the U.S.S. LOS ANGELES. 

29 and 30 June 1951 - 

Scheduled air operations continued. 

1 July 1951 - 


The Task Force replenished. 


At 0700 the U.S.S. BON HOMME RXCHARD and screening 
destroyers rendezvoused with the Task Force. 

At 1200 Commander Carrier Division THREE, aboard the 
U.S.S. BOXER relieved Commander Carrier Division FIVE as 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and the U.S.S. PRINCETON, 
with Commander Carrier Division FIVE embarked, departed for 
Yokosuka, Japan. 

2 July 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Although hampered by 
intermittent low clouds, fog, and reduced visibility a limited 
number of sorties were flown with excellent results. 

At 1025 LT R. T. WALKER, USNR, parachuted from his 
damaged AD-2 while on a strike mission north of Wonsan. He 
was recovered uninjured by a helicopter from the U.S.S. TOLEDO. 

3 July 1951 - 

Unfavorable weather over the parget areas forced the 
cancellation of scheduled flight operations. Only defensive 
air operations were conducted. At about 1110 the Task Force 
commenced replenishing. 

4 July 1951 - 

Weather again curtailed offensive operations as heavy 
cloud cover and rain obscured assigned targets. Only limited 
offensive and defensive air operations were conducted. 

5 July 1951 - 

Air operations were again thwarted by bad weather. 

6 July 1951 - 

With the return of good flying weather, aircraft from 
the BOXER and the BON HOMME RICHARD severely damaged the 
North Korean port of Wonsan in a concerted effort against 
enemy personnel and military installations, starting at dawn 
and continuing until darkness and smoke had blanketed the 
battered area. BOXER aircraft flew 133 combat sorties in this 
operation. 

The forty-fourth thousandth landing aboard th* BOXER . 
was made. 
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7 July 1951 - 


Air operations continued as the Task Force returned 
its full attention to transportation interdiction and close 
air support. 


One F4U was lost when it settled into the water 
shortly after take-off, apparently from partial power failure. 
The BOXER helicopter was over the swimming pilot almost 
immediately and as soon as it was apparent that the pilot 
could not get into the helicopter rescue sling by himself, 
the helicopter crewman was quickly lowered into the water 
to aid the injured pilot. Both the pilot and the assisting 
crewman were picked up by a motor whaleboat from the U.S.S. 
MASON, the pilot sustaining but minor injuries. 

3 July 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

9 July 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

10 July 1951 - 

Inclement weather precluded air operations. 

11 July 1951 - 

Although hampered most of the day by remnants of 
the previous day*s bad weather, BOXER aircraft succeeded 
in inflicting heavy damage on rear area supplies and trans- 
portation routes. 

LTJG V/. F. WALLACE of VF-£$4 was forced to ditch 
his plane in Wonsan Harbor due to engine trouble. H e was 
promptly rescued uninjured by a helicopter from LST 799* 

While the BOXER was at evening General Quarters, 
an AD-4N carrying a pilot and two crewmen, which had just 
been launched from the BON HOMME RICHARD, was observed to 
be slowly settling to a water landing. As soon as it was 
obvious that a water landing was probable, the BOXER heli- 
copter was started and was on its way by the time the plane 
had crash landed in the water near the U.S.S. CRAIG (DD-&S5) 
on the BOXER’S port bow. Helicopter had one of the crewmen 
aboard the BOXER within five (5) ©inutes from the time of 
the crash and the pilot aboard within eight (£) minutes. A 
motor whaleboat from the U.S.S. CRAIG rescued the remaining 
crewman. 
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12 and 13 July 1951 - 

Scheduled air operations continued. 

Ik July 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

At 1120 the U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37), with Commander 
Carrier Division FATE embarked, rendezvoused with the Task 
Force, 


At 2000 Co am an de:.' Carrier Division FIVE relieved 
Commander Carrier Jivisic n THREE as Commander Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

15 July 1951 - 

Air operations which commenced on schedule were termin- 
ated at 1000 due t D unfavorable weather. 

At 105A tha BOXER, escorted by the U.S.S. TINGEY 
(DD-539) and the U.S.3. VICDERMUTT (DD-677), was detached from 
the Task Force and took rjeparture for Yokosuka, Japan. 

16 July 1951 - 

At 0335 , upon approaching Van Diemen Straits, the 
U.S.S. TINGEY and li.S.S. MCDERMUTT were detached to proceed 
to Sasebo in accordance with previous instructions. 

Anti-aircraft firing was conducted after the BOXER 
had passed through Van Diemen Straits, 

17 July 1951 * 

At 1113 the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan, for a 
period of tender availability. 
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Total Propeller Sorties. .1455 


Total Jet Sorties.*....,. 537 
Total Sorties .1992 


PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 
See enclosure (1). 


PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft. 
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PART V Personnel. 


a* Casualties . 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties 
during this period except those of the Air Group as reported 
in enclosure (1). 

PART VI Comments . 

a. Operations . 

Despite the difficulties imposed by AOG aircraft, 
ninety-eight percent ( 98 $) of all assigned missions were 
carried out expeditiously as scheduled, a total of 1992 
sorties being flown during this period* 

b. Air Department . 

(1) Bombs , 


During the period of this report this ship 
received a number of 250 pound G.P. bombs with suspension 
lugs unsuitable for use with the Mark 55 bomb rack presently 
installed on the F4U-5NL, AD-2, and AD-4N aircraft. The 
top angle of the suspension lug support bracket was too 
great to allow the bracket to be received and held by the 
recessed suspension hook of the Mark 55 rack. 

(2 ) Catapults . 

A casualty was experienced on the number four 
(4) starboard catapult pump during the period of this report. 
This pump had been installed during the previous week. The 
system had been drained, flushed, and refilled with oil prior 
to such installation. Four "no-load" shots were fired to 
test the new pump. The pressure was pumped to 3500 PSI three 
times and blown down to *2200 PSI as an additional test. The 
installation appeared to be satisfactory in all respects, but 
after three service launches were made at 2250 PSI the pump 
froze. This was the third failure of this type experienced 
in the past four months. RUDM f s have been prepared and sub- 
mitted to BuAer on all three casualties. 

c. Communications . 

(1) The Guam "JIG" Fox was discontinued during this 
period and the traffic normally on this broadcast was switched 
to the Tokyo RATT. Since the RATT circuit has been found to 
be very reliable, the "JIG" Fox discontinuation is considered 
a major improvement. 


rn 



Facsimile equipment was used during this period, 
primarily for receiving weather maps which proved valuable 
in checking weather analysed and making necessary forecasts. 
Installation of facsimile equipment is highly recommended 
for all large ships* 



The lack of on-hand or area availability of 
aviation spares required to prevent AOG f s, again presented 
a major supply problem. In s etting out for the operating 
area there were no AOG T s, but shortly after commencing 
air operations, they developed with increasing rapidity 
from unanticipated "runs” on certain items. In nearly all 
cases the items creating difficulties were non-stock, fleet 
controlled or insurance items, as might be expected. Such 
examples as: (F9F) liners, combustion chamber; body assembly, 
combustion chamber, fuel; control assembly, fuel; (F4U-4) 
harness assemblies, ignitioh; valve assemblies, fuel drain; 
section assemblies, ■ exhaust collector; and (AD-2) reservoir 
assembly, hydraulic, might be readily cited. Since the 
number of AOG f s averaged 2-3 during this period, despite 
the most energetic follow-up, the problem is an important 
one, both from the standpoint of operations and supply. 

It is realized that this problem of local 
availability of critical parts is not an easy one to solve. 
Replenishment from the JUPITER, both at sea and in port, 
has been highly satisfactory as far as parts available are 
concerned. Likewise it is realized that a number of "JUPITERS" 
would be required to provide every part peculiar to three 
or more major plane types. It is desired to point out, how- 
ever, that the variety of items required to maintain aging 
propeller types, as well as temperamental jets, is becoming 
larger and more unpredi capable, while the scarcity of such 
items appears to be increasing. It would appear that, if 
carriers are to be prepared to meet the demands of any large 
scale operation in the future, there must be a speeding up 
throughout the aviation supply system, back through the 
factory production lines and initial contracting. 

In an attempt to assist in the overall problem 
of gearing procurement to consumption, marked-up allowance 
lists showing actual usage data for this vessel T s first three 
months of current operations (2 March - 2 June 1951} were 
submitted to Commander Air Force Pacific Fleet on 30 June. 
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(2) General Stores « 


The only current problem under this heading 
is to be found linked to the .new accounting system. With 
directives from higher authority to submit requisitions 
prior to 15 July 1951 to refill current allowances of special 
clothing, a covering special,, allotment is required, or 
overobligation is ' inevitable i due to an immediate obligation 
estimated at $134,000 for clothing alone. Well over half 
of this figure is required fbr replacement of two items: 
winter jackets and underwear* A breakdown of requirements 
has been reported to the Type Commander, 


(3 ) Ship’s Stores . 

The eliminati on by directives from higher 
authority of the use of coins \ except pennies) in all ship r s 
activities in the Far East has tended to slow down the ser- 
vice in already overburdened sales outlets, and has increased 
the chances of inaccurate change -making. The problem is 
simply the loss of the inherent advantages of coins (handling 
and recognition) in making change rapidly and accurately. 

The extent of the problem is readily measured by the amount 
of sales, mostly small, totalling nearly $40,000,00 each month 
in the ship’s stores and over $8,000,00 in the soda fountains. 
Barring any change in existing policy to permit the use of 
coins at sea, consideration is being given to the adaptation 
of a one-dollar chit book of five (5) and ten (10) cent 
denominations to facilitate the very large number of sales 
averaging 15-20 cents in the soda fountains. 


(4) Commissary , 

In general, the supply of fresh and frozen 
provisions has continued adequate and timely. The necessity 
for utmost vigilance in relating the storage and distribution 
problems was underscored by a recent survey of about thirty 
thousand pounds of citrous fruits and leafy vegetables. Items 
judged to be wholesome from the outside appearance of the 
cases upon receipt and later inspections were found upon 
use to be deteriorating in the center of the cases after less 
than three weeks T storage aboard. Further inspection and 
use disclosed an alarmingly rapid increase in rate of spoil- 
age, with the result that what appeared to be eighteen days’ 
supply dwindled in short order to but a few days’ fresh 
provisions. During a subsequent replenishment, the Commissary 
Officer of the reefer estimated that the provisions in 
question had been received in early May, nearly two months 
previously. Prior storage conditions were not determinable. 
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A long standing problem is the time required 
to accomplish feeding in the general mess. Despite the 
application of every effort and experimentation with various 
messing procedures, the three major meals average about 
one and one-half hours, Air operations reqxiire as many as 
three additional meals throughout the night. With at least 
two compartments ordinarily used for messing devoted most 
of the time to rearming activites, the maximum seating capa- 
city of 525 is reduced to about 400, A wartime complement 
on board, necessitates approximately six "relays” for each 
scheduled meal, although in actual practice the lines are 
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1, In compliance with reference (a), the action report for 
the period 26 July 1951 through 24 August 1951 is hereby sub- 
mitted. 


ORIGINAL 

DECiMSMD 


PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions 
a. Composition 


(1) In accordance with Commander Task Force SEVENTY - 
SEVEN confidential dispatch 221645Z of July and Commander 
Carrier Division THREE confidential dispatch 242242Z of July, 
the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) with Commander Carrier Division THREE 
and Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE embarked, got underway 
on the morning of 26 July 1951 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, 
to the operating area and rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN in the Sea of Japan on the morning of 26 July 1951, Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was composed of the U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37. 
the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), and various heavy support and screen- 
ing ships . 


(2) The 0TC was RADM G. R. HENDERSON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. PRINCE- 
TON (CV-37). RADM W. G. TOMLINSON, USN, Commander Carrier Di- 
vision THREE was second in command. 


ORIGINAL 


b. Mis si ons 


(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77’s Operation Order 22-51* 

(2) The missions of the Task Force were to provide 
close air support, reconnaissance, interdiction, and air 
bombardment in order to destroy enemy forces, communications, 
and installations in support of United Nations Forces, and to 
protect the force against enemy air, surface and subsurface 
attacks i 

PART II Chronological Order, of Events 

26 July 1951 - 

At 0659 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, for a 
rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan, 

Anti-aircraft firing was conducted in the afternoon, 

27 July 1951 - 

At 0634, while passing through Van Dieman Straits, the 
BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S,S, TINGEY (DD-539) and the 
U.S.S. MCDERMUT (DD-677) who acted as escorts to the operating 
area. 

While proceeding through the East China Sea, training 
flights were conducted. One F4U-4 was lost when it made a 
forced landing in the water as a result of engine failure caused 
by loss of oil pressure. The pilot was safely recovered by the 
helicopter, 

26 July 1951 - 

At 0945 the BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN off the east coast of Korea, The BON HOMME RICHARD, and 
two screening destroyers departed from the Task Force immediately 
prior to the BOXER* s rendezvous • 

At 1040 the first combat flight was launched with air 
operations continuing throughout the day. Aircraft hit assigned 
targets with excellent results. 

One F4U-5N crashed while making a night landing after 
striking the edge of the ramp. The plane was destroyed but the 
pilot, LTJG H, F, O’HARA was uninjured. 
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29 July 1951 - 


The Task Force replenished, precluding full scale 
operations. Night hecklers and ASP were launched however. 
Conducted anti-aircraft firing at towed sleeve. 


30 July 1951 - 


Air operations continued. 
31 July 1951 - 


The Task Force replenished. Two defensive sorties 
were launched at 1830. 


1 August 1951 - 

Fog and heavy overcast over the force and target area 
limited air operations to defensive missions launched at 1830, 

2 August 1951 - 

Continued fog and overcast over the force and target 
area restricted air operations to late defensive sorties. 

3 August 1951 - 

Intermittent fog and overcast continued throughout 
the morning but abated sufficiently to permit the launching 
of eight (8) CAS sorties at 1330* 

4 August 1951 - 

Favorable flying weather permitted full scale air 
operations by aircraft of the BOXER and PRINCETON. 

One F4U-4 was lost when it settled into the water 
after take-off appalrently from partial power failure. The pilot 
LTJG H. B. RATHBONE was not recovered. 


5 August 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished during the morning. Oper- 
ational flights were launched at 1430, 

6 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. The forty -fifth thousandth - 
landing aboard the BOXER was made by LTJG S, M. RINES, VF-721, 
who piloted the first plane recovered. A total of 9# sorties 
were launched. 


7 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued* LT R. T. WALKER, USNR, made 
a water landing in Wonsan Harbor after his AD-2 was damaged by 
flak. He was recovered uninjured by a helicopter from the 
U.S.S. TOLEDO and returned this date to the BOXER, 

a August 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished during the morning when 
fog and haze over inland targets prevented the carrying out 
of early operations. Air operations were resumed in the after- 
noon. 


The destroyer screen, consisting of Destroyer Division 
91 and units of Destroyer Divisions 11 and 132 was relieved by 
Destroyer Division 12, Escort Destroyer Division' 21, Destroyer 
Squadron 13 with units of Destroyer Division 131. 

9 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

A jet Panther, side No. 112, crashed into the barrier 
on landing. The pilot was unable to extend the tail hook. The 
pilot was uninjured but the aircraft suffered major overhaul 
damage. 

10 August 1951 ~ 

Air operations continued. 

At 0650 the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD and screening 
destroyers rendezvoused with the Task Force. 

At 0B15 Captain DENNIS J. SULLIVAN, USN, reporting- as 
relief for Captain CAMERON BRIGGS, USN, Commanding Officer, 
U.S.S. BOXER, came aboard via helicopter from the BON HOMME 
RICHARD. 


At 0B20 Commander Carrier Division THREE, aboard the 
U.S.S. BOXER, relieved Commander Carrier Division FIVE as 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and the U.S.S. PRINCETON, 
with Commander Carrier Division FIVE embarked, departed for 
Yokosuka, Japan, and the United States. 

11 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 



12 August 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

Air defense exercises and anti-aircraft firing were 
conducted in the afternoon, 

13 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

14 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

One F9F was lost when it settled into the water off 
the bow shortly after being catapulted. The pilot was recovered 
by helicopter. 

15 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

16 August 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

Anti-aircraft firing and air defense exercises were 
conducted in the afternoon. 


17 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. At 1030 CAPT DENNIS J. 
SULLIVAN relieved CAPT CAMERON BRIGGS as Commanding Officer 
of the BOXER. Informal change-of -command ceremonies were 
held on the flight deck after launching the first flight of 
the day. LTJG W. C. WINDSOR, USNR, was awarded the Purple 
Heart for injuries received 1 April 1951 and W. H. SPIVEY, 

ABC, USN, was awarded the Commendation Ribbon for .outstanding 
services. Letters of Commendation were given to those crew 
members whose outstanding service and devotion to duty merited 
this award. 

IS August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

19 August 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. The Force deployed to the 
Northeast to avoid possible contact with typhoon MARGE. 
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20 August 1951 - 

There were no air operations as the Task Force con- 
tinued to avoid contact with typhoon MARGE. 

21 August 19531 - 

There were no air operations due to inclement weather 
as influenced by typhoon MARGE in the operating area. 

22 August 1951 - 

Air operations which commenced on schedule were termin- 
ated at 1100 due to inclement weather over the operating area. 

At 0554 the U.S.S, ESSEX, with Commander Carrier Divi- 
sion ONE embarked, rendezvoused with the Task Force. 

At 1437 Commander Carrier Division ONE relieved Com- 
mander Carrier Division THREE as Commander Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN. 

• At 1445 the BOXER, escorted by the U.S.S. WALLER (DDE- 
466 ), U.S.S. CONWAY (DDE-507), U.S.S. CONY (DDE-506) , and the 
U.S.S. STORMES (DD-760), was detached from the Task Force and 
took departure for Yokosuka, Japan * 

23 August 1951 - 

Continued en route Yokosuka, Japan in company with 
Escort Destroyer Division 21 (less DDE-627 plus DD-760). 

Scheduled gunnery exercises cancelled account unfavorable fly- 
ing weather and heavy seas. 

At 0733 the U.S.S. WALLER (DDE-466) detached to rendezvous 
with the U.S.S. TOLEDO. 

24 August 1951 - 

Continued enroute Yokosuka, Japan. Scheduled gunnery 
exercises cancelled account unfavorable weather. 

At 1239 the remaining three units of Escort Destroyer 
Division 21 detached to commence scheduled ASW exercises. 

At 1530 the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan, for a period of 
tender availability. 
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first Last 
Launch Re cove] 


N iffht Day N ight 


27 Jul . 
26 Jul 

29 Jul 

30 Jul 

31 Jul 

1 Aug 

2 Aug 

3 Aug 

4 Aug 

5 Aug 

6 Aug 

7 Aug 
6 Aug 
9 Aug 

10 Aug 

11 Aug 

12 Aug 

13 Aug 

14 Aug 

15 Aug 

16 Aug 

17 Aug 
16 Aug 

19 Aug 

20 Aug 

21 Aug 

22 Aug 

23 Aug 

24 Aug 


1100 - 1439 
1040 - 2236 
Replenished 
0915 - 2332 
Replenished 
1630 - 2036 
1430 - 1739 
1330 - 163 6 
0430 - 1722 
1430 - 1909 
1425 - 1720 
0444 - 1704 

Replenished 

0913 - 2343 

0914 - 2253 
0914 - 2250 
Replenished 
0504 - 16 56 
0457 - 1714 
0456 - 1712 
Replenished 
0956 - 2006 
0626 - 1735 
Replenishe d 
Unfav.Weath 
Unfav.Weath 
0500 - 1100 
Enr. Yokosuka 
Enr. Yokosuka 
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6 4 
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Total Propeller Sortie e.... 912 
Total Jet Sorties,,,,,..... 364 
Total Sorties.... ...... ...,127o 

Ordnance Material and Equipment 


PART 111 Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

See enclosure (1) 

PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel. 
a. Casualties 

(1) There were no 00 mb at personnel casualties during thi; 
period except those of the Air Group as reported in enclosure (1 
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PART VI Comments 

a# Operations Department 

(1) CIC 

(a) During this period the exercise "FLASH MAGENTA" 
(simulating "FLASH RED" utilizing returning strike aireraft as 
bogeys) was continued. The experience gained by plotting, in- 
tercepting, acquiring and designating multiple targets closing 
in a confined (60° - 90°) sector is considered invaluable. 

(b) Jet aircraft not using IFF continue to present 
a very serious problem, particularly at altitudes in excess of 
15,000 feet. While generally detected at an optimum range of 
40 miles, it is not unusual for a section to call in overhead 
without having been reported once. The seriousness of the in- 
ability to detect jet aircraft at altitude can be more readily 
appreciqted when one considers that these conditions prevail 
while Searching with an average of 12 - 15 SPS-6B and Z SX 
radars. 


(c) It is felt that were it possible to install j 
the SPS-6B radar antenna aboard this vessel in a less obstruct-! 
ed location, thO results obtained by its use would be greatly 1 
increased. The present location provides for a "blind" sector 
from approsimately 30 degrees forward of the starboard beam to 
40 degrees aft. 

(d) Since the installation of variable elevation 
mechanism on the SX search system antenna a more favorable- 
blip-scan ratio, while conducting high altitude intercepts, 
particularly in the final stages, has been obtained. Elevating 
the search system beam of course reduces the effectiveness of 
the SX radar against low flying aircraft. 

b. Supply Department 
(1) Stores Sections : 

(a) Aviation Supply - During the period covered 
by this report, activity in the Aviation section of the Supply 
Department has progressed in a more satisfactory manner than 
in previous "at sea" periods of the current cruise with the 
exception of the continued high usage of F4U-4 wings . This 
critical item of long-standing in the Aviation Supply system 
is again being reflected in the non-availability of aircraft. 
Upon departing Fleet Activities, Yokosuka, all aircraft aboard 
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the BOXER were in an "up” status j, wings had been supplied- 
the two Corsair Squadrons aboard for their previous AOG ? s, and || 
an- additional quantity of three (3) port and four (4) starboard j 
were available in stock as spares. At the present time two (2) \ 

port wings and the complete stock of four (4) starboard wings I 

have been issued, and still there are two (2) aircraft AOG for 1 

lack of starboard wings. Of the number o f j jdja&S, jaBlafi fid * a ll I 

but one were due to int- p ri,Pr explosion of 50 calib re machine 3 * 5 

guns* The 'd^e minat i on of cause for these explosions is con- 
sidered beyond the scope of the Supply Department, and has been 
covered in detail by pertinent RUDM's, To highlight this criti- 
cal problem of spare wings, during the current cruise since 
March 2nd, the Aviation Supply Officer has issued 26 F4U-4 wings, 
of which approximately 17 have been for replacement of wings 
damaged by blast tube explosions* Currently, to meet the prob- 
lem of the shortage of Corsair wings aboard, the BOXER has on 
requisition five (5) replacement wings, which are enroute from 
Continental United States; however, of this number three (3) 
are reworked Class 265 material. 

c. Air Department . 

4 

(1) On 7 August 1951, during a take off run a Corsair 
caught a Davis barrier nylon strap with the tail wheel. The 
plana continued to make a normal take-off and flew a CAP flight 
without incident* A normal carrier landing was made with the 
nylon strap still streaming from the tail wheel, 

(2) On S August 1951, during a normal recovery, a hung 
rocket from a Corsair droppea to the deck without firing and 
struck the number 1 barrier cables with sufficient force to 
break the shear pins which are designed to sustain a force of 
2250 pounds. The barrier operator had lowered the barrier in 
such a manner that the rocket passed under the cables and was 
trapped by its fins as it was aliding up the deck, 

(3) On 9 August 1951 the pilot of an F9F-2B reported 
that he was unable to extend his tailhook. After burning Cut 
fuel to a low state, a carrier no-hook landing was ordered. 

Number 2, 4, and 5 barriers, rigged Davis, were used and a 
barricade of five (5) tractors was set approximately 70 feet 
ahead of the number 5 barrier. The plane made a normal approach 
and touched down at the number 3 cross-deck pendant in a nose 
high attitude. While still in this attitude the plane engaged 
the number 2 barrier and bounced back into the air. The bounce 
changed the attitude from a nose high to a nose low attitude 
and the main gear oleos extended to their maximum length. At 
this time the number 4 barrier engaged and sheared the main gear.; 
Continuing up the deck the number 5 barrier was actuated by \ 

the 20MM guns in the nose, the barrier catching the nosewheel. 

The nosewheel held until the plane hit the tractor barricade 
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where it was finally brought to a stop. Failure of the land- 
ing gear is attributed to the fact that the oleos were fully 
extended and the number 4 barrier cables engaged the main gear 
very low resulting in a moment of force on the main struts 
which was beyond the strength capacity of those members., The 
aircraft will require a major overhaul. Only one of the trac- 
tors was damaged. 


(4) Throughout the period numerous incidents have 
occurred in which the tail hooks of jet aircraft have dropped 
out while the planes were taxiing up the deck after recovery 
and have torn the Davis barrier from its anchor plate. Number 
5 barrier has suffered the predominate number of these accidents. 
Investigation reveals that the most probable cause for the 
hooks dropping is that the tail hook of the F9F-2B is held in the 
the up position by an electrical relay switch and that a reduc- 
tion in throttle affects the potential to the relay switch 
causing the hook to drop. In an attempt to avoid future damage 
to the barriers, jet pilots have been instructed to hold the 
tail hook' switch in the up position until clear of the number 
5 barrier. 


(t '4$ tU-U'r*. vi 

D. J. SULLIVAN 
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U.S.S. BOXfeR (CV-21) 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 


CV2l/3-ces 

A4-3 

Sen 0157 
8 Oct 1951 


From: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Ftrces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 


DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 


Subj: Action Report for the period 3 September 1951 through 

5 October 1951 


Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 33^*4 dtd 1 July 1951 

Enel: (1) CVG-d.01 conf ltr ser 056 dtd 5 October 1951: 

(Action Report of Carrier Air Group 101, 3 September 
through 5 October 1951) 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the action report for the 
period 3 September 1951 through 5 October 1951 is hereby sub- 
mitted. 


PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 


a. Composition . 

(1) In accordance with Task Element 77.02 confidential 
dispatch 300002Z of August 1951, the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), with 
Commander Carrier Division THREE and Carrier Air Group ONE HUN- 
DRED ONE embarked, got underway on the morning of 3 September 
1951 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the operating area and 
rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan 
on the morning of 5 September 1951* Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 
was composed of the U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9), the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-2 
and various heavy support and screening ships. 


(2) The 0TC was RADM John PERRY, USN, Commander Carrier 
Division ONE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9). 
RADM W. G. TOMLINSON, USN, Commander Carrier Division THREE, 
was second in command. 


b. Mission . 

(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77 f s Operation Order 22-51. 
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(2} The mission of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was 
®s follows: 


(a) Conduct air operations from an operating 
area off the coast of Korea to provide close air support of 
friendly troop operations, interdiction of enemy route of 
movement and supply, and armed reconnaissance of .enemy in- 
stallations and lines of communications. 

(b) Provide air cover for replenishment ships •' 
and other friendly naval surface forces when necessary. 

(c) ^Protect the force against air, surface and 
subsurface attacks. 

(d) Provide air spot to bombardment forces when 

directed. 

(e) Conduct photo and visual reconnaissance as 

required. 

(f) Coordinate air operations with the Fifth Air ' 
Force through JOC, Korea. 

(g) Exchange intelligence information with friandl? 
naval forces engaged in surface interdiction operations on the 
east coast of Korea. 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

3 September 1951 - 

At 0330 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, for rendez- 
vous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

At 1540 the U.S.S. BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S, 
TOLEDO, Air defense and anti-aircraft firing exercises were 
conducted during the afternoon. 

4 September 1951 - 

At 0310 the U.S.S. BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S. 
STORME (DD-7S0), the U.S.S. CONY (DD-507) and the U.S.S. CONWAY 
(DDE-503). 

During the afternoon seventy-two (72) training flights 
were launched. The forty-six thousandth landing aboard the 
BOXER was made by a Corsair of VF-791, piloted by LT CHARLES 
H. HARPER, An AD was slightly damaged when it made a barrier 
crash after failing to engage initial arresting wires. Damage 
was repairable aboard. 
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5 September 1951 - 

At 0&33 the U.S.S. BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. The Task Force replenished. 

6 September 1951 - 

At 0545 the first combat flight was launched with air 
operations continuing throughout the day. Clear skies permitted 
all aircraft to hit their assigned targets with excellent re- 
sults. A total of one hundred one (101) sorties were launched. 

7 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. One hundred seven (107) 
combat sorties were launched. LT W. L. LAMB sustained super- 
ficial cuts and lacerations around the head and face when hit 
by gears shattered by AA fire. An AD was slightly damaged 
when it crashed into barrier after failing to engage initial 
arresting Cables. In recognition of the excellent results 
of the morning bridge strike during which 10 bridges were 
destroyed or damaged, RADM John PERRY sent the following mess- 
age; "YOUR MULTIBRIDGE DESTRUCTIONS EVENT FOUR OUTSTANDING X 
TO ALL PARTICIPANTS A WELL DONE X 

S September 1951 - 

Air operations continued but were somewhat curtailed 
by adverse weather over the force and target area. One F4U 
suffered probable strike damage when recovered with only the 
left gear extended. The pilot wa3 uninjured. A total of 
eighty-three (S3) sorties were launched. 

9 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished, 

10 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Commencing at 0910, a total 
of eighty-eight (SB) combat sorties were launched. 

11 September 1951 - 

Eighty-seven (S 7) highway and rail interdiction strikes, 
bridge strikes and photo missions were launched throughout the 
day. 


12 September 1951 - 

Offensive and defensive air operations continued. A 
total of B6 combat sorties were launched. 
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13 September 1951 


The Task Foree replenished. During the afternoon, 
twenty-two (22) combat sorties were launched. Results of 
the strikes were reported excellent. 

14 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Commencing at 0425, 1&3|tota? 
of one hundred three (103) aircraft were launched against North 
Korean targets. 

15 September 1951 - 

Adverse weather over the target area limited air emigra- 
tions to thirty (30) sorties. Early morning heckler flights 
and weather reconnaissance missions were launched. 

16 September 1951 - 

With the return of favorable flying weather, a total 
of 105 bridge and photo strikes and transportation interdiction 
sorties were launched commencing at 0425. 

BOXER helicopter recovered an ESSEX man who was thrown 
overboard during the fire on the ESSEX which resulted from a 
deck crash. Efforts to find other personnel were not successful 

Four (4) F9F T s and two (2) F2H’s of the ESSEX were 
recovered by the BOXER during the fire on the ESSEX flight deck, 

17 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Six (6) ESSEX jets, recovered 
during the deck fire on the ESSEX, were launched. A total of 
one hundred six (106) sorties were launched, 

IS September 1 951 - 

After 36 morning sorties were launched, the Task Force 
replenished. 

One (1) F4U piloted by LTJG P0D0RS0N of VF-SS4 was shot 
down by AA fire and was presumed to have exploded upon crashing,. 
The pilot was not seen to leave the plane. ResCaps over the 
area failed to disclose fate of pilot, 

LT POD ORSON 1 s wingman , LT R. N. PITNER of VF-791, was 
forced to land at K-lS after his plane was severely damaged by 
AA fire. The aircraft suffered overhaul damage which nacessi-*. 
tated its transfer to a FA3R0N unit. 
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One (1) F4U spun into the water shortly after take- 
off because of partial loss of power. The pilot was recovered 
by helicopter'. 


19 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued, eighty-two (#2) effective 
sorties being launched. 

LTJG P. M. FANT of VA-702 made a water landing ten (10) 
miles off share after his AD was damaged by AA fire. LTJG 
FANT was recovered by the H.M.S. ANZAC. 


The forty seven thousandth landing aboard the BOXER 
was made by LTJG R. SMITH of VA-702. 


At 1500, Commander Carrier Division THREE, aboard the 
U.S.S. BOXER relieved Commander Carrier Division ONE as Com- 
mander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and the U.S.S. ESSEX with 
Commander Carrier Division ONE embarked, departed for Yokosuka, 
Japan. 

20 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. A total of eighty-three (#3) 
offensive and defensive sorties were launched. 


LCDR E. W. R03S0N, VA-702, was forced to crash-land his 
plane south of KILCHU, in North Korea, after his plane was 
damaged by AA fire.. Pilots from the BOXER and BON HOMME RICHART 
flew rescap for approximately two and one half (2^) hours over 
LCDR ROSSON until his rescue by helicopter was effected. 

21 September 1951 - 

Commencing at 0&56, at total of #7 sorties were launched. 
Successful rail and highway interdiction strikes, bridge attacks 
and photo missions were accomplished. 


22 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 


23 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Commencing at 0426., early 
morning hecklers wore the first of eighty-six (£6) combat 
sorties launched as strikes against rail and highway facilities 
and bridges and as photo missions. 
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24 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued with successful highway 
and rail interdiction strikes, bridge attacks and photo 
reconnaissance missions. Seventy-nine (79) sorties were 
launched. 

25 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. A total of eighty-three 
(S3) combat sorties were launched in offensive and defensive 
missions. 

26 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

27 September 1951 - 

Commencing at 0900, a total of seventy- (70) offensive 
and defensive sorties were launched. 

2& September 1951 - 

Adverse weather over the force and target area restrict 
ed air operations to ten (10) launched sorties. 

29 September 1951 - 

Continued inclement weather over the operating area 
and the force restricted operations to defensive and weather 
reconnaissance missions. A total of fourteen (14) Sorties 
were launched. 

30 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

Air defense exercises were conducted in the afternoon. 

/ RADM W. G. TOMLINSON, Commander Carrier Division THREE, 

/ and Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN transferred his flag 
to the U. 3. S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31). 

1 October 1951 - 

With favorable weather, air operations continued. A 
total of eighty-seven [ 87 ) offensive and defensive sorties were 
launched. 
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2 October 1951 - 


Air operations continued. Commencing with early morn- 
ing hecklers at 0430, a total of 86 defensive and offensive com- 
bat sorties were launched. 

3 October 1951 - 

A total of eighty-four { 84 ) offensive and defensive 
missions were flown throughout the day. 

One (1) F4U, piloted by LCDR A. Y. STURDIVANT, VF-791, 
was hit by AA fire while making a rail break attack in the 
vicinity of Wonsan* LCDR. STURDIVaNT made a water landing in 
Wonsan Harbor where he was picked up by a crash boat from a 
friendly island and delivered uninjured to U.3.S. SHIELDS 
(DD-596). 

At 1708, in accordance with CTF-77 confidential dispatch 
022159Z of October 1951, the USS BOXER with the cruiser TOLEDO, 
And DD's KEYES ( 787 ), EVERSOLE* (789) , and SHELTON (790), left 
the formation of CTF-77 and departed for the continental United 
States via Yokosuka, Honshu, Japan. 

Upon departure the following message was received from 
VADM H. M. MARTIN, Commander SEVENTH Fleet: "YOUR PERFORMANCE 
OF DUTIES, AIR GROUP, OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE CREW, HAS BEEN 
OUTSTANDING X YOUR DEVOTION TO DUTY «ND TIRELESS EFFORTS IN 
SUPPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS ACTION IN KOREA HAS EXEMPLIFIED 
THE SPIRIT AND DETERMINATION OF THE FREE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD 
IN THE PRESENT CRITICAL STRUGGLE X WELL DONE AND GOOD LUCK 
AND MAY YOU HAVE A PLEASANT VOYAGE HOMEWARD X" 

4 October 1951 - 

Anti-aircraft firing was conducted during the morning 

hours. 

5 October 1951 - 

At 1325 thirteen (13) F9F-2B aircraft were launched for 
Kisarazu Air Base and twenty (20) F4U-4, fifteen (15) AD-2 and 
one (1) AD-4Q were launched for NAS, Atsugi. These aircraft 
to be retained in the replacement pool. 

At 1719, the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan, to commence 
off-loading in anticipation of onward routing to the U.S. 
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19 Sept 

20 Sept 

21 Sept 

22 Sept 
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24 Sept 
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2 


27 Sept 


En route 
1300 - 1600 
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0545 - 1600 
0545 - 1600 
0545 - 1635 

Replenished 
0910 - 2131 
0917 - 2145 
0912 - 2130 
1453 - 1629 
0425 - 1652 
0431 - 0631 

0425 - 1642 
0423 - 1656 

0426 - 0956 
0657 - 2130 
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0656 - 2104 
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0426 
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0900 
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47 16 


46 12 
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6 6 
6 6 
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PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Ammunition 
Expenditures 

a* No shipboard ordnance casualties were experienced 
during the period of this report. 

b. See enclosure (1) for ammunition expenditures. 

PART IV Battle Damage . 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclo- 
sure (1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that 
suffered by BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel. 


a. There were no combat personnel casualties during this 
period except those of the Air Group as reported in enclosure 

U). 

PART VI Cbmments . 
a. Operations . 

(1) Air Operations. 

(a) During the tour of this vessel in the Far 
East it has been the practice to schedule one spare aircraft 
as a spare for each four "go” planes. By the use of this 
system very few missions departed under scheduled strength. 

The policy of combining like type aircraft for scheduling pur- 
poses facilitated this* However some difficulties were en- 
countered, particularly when pilots of the two F4U-4 squadrons 
were scheduled for the same launch, one squadron taking the 
strike and the other close air support or naval gunfire spot. 
When insufficient aircraft were available it was necessary 
to brief pilots of spare aircraft for both missions. Pilots 
of one squadron were naturally reluctant to be launched as 
a spare for a flight of the other squadron. It is felt that 
this situation could be remedied by establishing the policy 
that when two squadrons operating the same type aircraft are 
embarked together that they be treated as one tactical organi- 
zation, maintaining separate squadron identity only in an 
administrative sense. 

(2) Air Intelligence. 

(a) Due to necessary physical limitations on space 
aboard a carrier, the problem of adequate display area is 
apparent in the space allotted for the air intelligence office. 
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It has been found that the display surfaces can be effectively 
doubled by the construction of a sliding panel map display case 
approximately twenty (20) feet long, reaching from the deck to 
the overhead. This instaH&ion occupies only twenty (20) square 
feet of deck space with ten panels each ten feet 'long. 

(3) Photo Lab 


(a) While the performance of the photographic 
personnel aboard the BOXER has recently been commended by 
Commander Task Force SEVEN TY- SEVEN , it is the opinion of this 
command that a greater volume of equally high quality work could 
be produced more expeditiously if negative and print dryers 
of an increased capacity and rate were available. Present 
dryers are considered adequate for the processing of routine 
aerial photographs, however, if photos of targets of amobile 
nature are taken it is necessary that, to be of value, they 
be processed and evaluated within two to four hours after taken. 


b. Air Department . 

(1) Jet blast deflectors were used during this operat- 
ing period sufficiently to indicate their great value in expedit 
ing flight deck operations when jet aircraft are being launched 
The value of the jet blast deflector is twofold. Elimination 
of the severe flow of hot exhaust down the deck lends to great e 
safety of personnel and allows greater freedom in the handling 
of aircraft with wings folded at the deck edge elevator. Modi- 
fications applied to the original installations have included, 
changing the sheaves over which the actuating cables run, in- 
creasing clearances to a llow for heat expansion and strengthen- 
ing deflector vane inserts which had been cracking in the welded 
joints* Occasional failure of the motor resulted from overload- 
ing the circuits however, and the increasing of the capacity of 
the presently installed motor is considered essential to the 
satisfactory operation of the equipment. 


c* Gunnery Department . 

(1) The steam winches in operation with the Burtoning 
Rig for loading ammunition at sea have been found to be much 
slower in operation than those winches used on the ammunition 
ships. This condition caused some difficulty when the winch 
operator on the servicing vessel would allow the whip to run 
free on loads being discharged or attempt to retrieve the hook 
faster than the steam winches were able to release. It is 
recommended that if available a faster operating winch be in- 
stalled. 


(2) It was found that whenever necessary to transfer 
freight or mail from a tanker the whole operation is greatly 
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facilitated by the use of the carrier highline equipment# 
This equipment is always immediately available and the use 
of the tanker highlihe requires at least a ten minute delay 
for disassembly of the carrier highline equipment* 


d* Medical Department . 

(1) Shortly before departure from the operating area 
members of the 406th Blood Bank Group, Tokyo, Japan, were 
invited to come aboard the BOXER to participate in the col- 
lection of bi r od donations for UN Fcrctes in Korea from the 
members of the BOXER crew and members of embarked Carrier 
Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE* Commencing the day prior to de- 
parting the operating area for Yokosuka and continuing for 
the two days enroute a total of 2,377 pints were donated* 

The following commendatory dispatch was received from the 
Chief of Naval Operations: "ARMED FORCES BLOOD DONATION OF 

2;W7 pints IN THREE DAYS BY BOXER PERSONNEL 'NEC 

CARRIER AIR OPERATION OFF KOREA SETS RECORD ^CR WHICH ALL NAVY 
IS PROUD X TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN WHO GAVE THEIR BLOOD THAT 
THEIR COMRADES IN ARMS MIGHT LIVE X WELL DONE' 5 


NERE CONDUCTING 


/£ yS\ vXiU'av, n 
' 3, J. SULLIVAN 


Copy to 

CNO (2 advance) 

CinCPacFlt (5) (2 advance) 
ComAirPac (10) (2 advance) 
ComFairAlameda 

CinCPacFlt Evaluation Group (5) 

ComNavFE 

Com7thFlt 

CTF-77 (2 advance) 

ComCarDiv ONE 
ComCarDiv THREE 
ComCarDiv FIVE 
U.S.S* PRINCETON (CV-37) 

U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) 
U.S.S, VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 
U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) 
U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) 

U.S.S. ANTIETAM (CV-36) 

CVG-2 

CVG-5 

CVG-11 

CVG-15 

CVG-19 

CVG-101 (5) 

CVG-102 
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U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS* 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 


0136 

19 M AY W52 


From: 

To: 

Via: 


Commanding Officer 
Chief of Naval Operations 

(1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet" 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U.3. Pacific Fleet 


Subj: Action Report for the period 10 March through 2 May 1952 

Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3430,4 dtd 1 July 1951 

(b) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 3430.1 of 1 September 1951 

Enel: (l) CVG-2 conf ltr ser 04 dtd 2 May 1952; Action Report 

of Carrier Air Group TWO (10 March 1952 - 2 May 1952) 


1, In compliance with references (a) and (b), the Action Report 
for the period 10 March through 2 Kay 1952 is hereby submitted. 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 


a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with Commander Fleet Air Hawaii con- 
fidential dispatch 290C33Z of February, the U.S.S. BOXER (CV- ), 
with Carrier Air Group TWO embarked, departed Pearl Harbor, T.n., 
1 March 1952. Staff, Commander Carrier Division THREE was em- 
barked as passengers. The ship proceeded to Yokosuka, Japan, 
arriving 10 March 1952, and reported to Commander Task Force 
SEVENTY- SEVEN. The period 10 March to 29 March 1952 was devoted 
to operational training and to such repair and replenishment 

as were practicable while anchored in Truman Bay, Yokosuka, The 
ship was granted an upkeep period from 10 to 14 March. During 
the period 14 March to 28 March the BOXER was the ready carrier. 
Operational training was conducted in the vicinity of Honshu 
from 16 to 18 March and 24 to 25 March. 

(2) In compliance with Commander Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN confidential dispatch 250532Z of March the U.S.S. BOXER 
(CV-21), with Carrier Air Group TWO embarked, got underway on 
the morning of 29 March 1952 and proceeded from Yokosuka, Japan, 
to the operating area and rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN in the Sea of Japan on the morning of 31 March 1952. Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was composed of the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV- 
45), the U.S.S. T -r!LIP?IK2 SEA (CV-47), and various heavy sup- 
port. and screening siiips. 
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(3) The OTC was RADM F. W., McMAHON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.3.S. VALLEY 
FORGE (CV-45). RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division 
THREE was second in Command and embarked in the U.S.S. PHILIP- 
PINE SEA (CV-47 ) * 

b* Mission 


(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77’s Operation Order 22-51. 

(2) The mission of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was as 

follows: 


(a) Conduct air operations from an operating area 
off the coast of Korea, to provide close air support of friendly 
troop operations, interdiction of enemy route of movement and 
supply, and armed reconnaissance of enemy installations and 
lines of communications. 

(b) Provide air cover for replenishment ships and 
other friendly naval surface forces when necessary. 

(c) Protect the force against air, surface and sub- 
surface attacks. 

(d) Provide air spot to bombardment forces when 

directed. 

(e) Conduct photo and visual reconnaissance as re- 
quired, 

(f) Coordinate air operations with the Fifth Air 
Force through JOC, Korea. 

(g) Exchange intelligence information with friendly 
naval forces engaged in surface interdiction operations on the 
east coast of Korea. 

PART II Chronological Order «f Events 
1 March 1952 - 

Enroute Pearl Harbor, T. H. , to Yokosuka, Japan. 

10 Marah 1952 - 

Moored at buoy in Truman Bay, Yokosuka, performing 
necessary upkeep rnd repair. 
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16 March - 18 March 1952 - 

Underway operational training. 

19 March - 23 March 1952 - 

Moored at buoy in Truman Bay as Ready Carrier. Neces- 
sary upkeep, rapair and replenishment was effected. 

24 March - 26 March 1952 - 

Underway operational training period. Flight operations 
curtailed by adverse weather. 

27 March - 28 March 1952 - 

• Moored at buoy, Truman Bay, Yokosuka, for necessary ' 
upkeep, repairs and r eplenishment « 

29 March 1952 - 

At 0600 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, to join 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan, 

At 0755 the BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S. FECHTELER 
(DD-870). 


30 March 1952 - 


Air defense and anti-aircraft firing exercise were con- 
ducted during the afternoon. A total of 65 operational train- 
ing flights were launched. 

31 March 1952 - 

At 1057, the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), in company with U.S.S. 
FECHTELER (DD-870), rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN ^ 

At 1400 the first combat sorties were launched. A total of 
thirty-two (32) sorties were flown to familiarize the pilots 
with recco routes, terrain features, and CTF-77 operational tech- 
niques. 

1 April 1952 - 

Air operations contined. A total of sixty-one sorties 
were launched. These missions included Armed Recco, rail in- 
terdiction and photo coverage. 

2 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 
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3 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Commencing at 0445 with 
Early Morning Hecklers a total of eighty-eight (83) sorties 
were launched. Four trucks, five ox carts, three warehouses, 
twelve buildings and five fuel dumps were destroyed, thirty- 
seven rail cuts made and other damage inflicted, 

4 April 1952 - 

Air - operations continued. LT Nicholas REDEYE, VA-65, 
made the 51,000th landing aboard the BOXER. Two ADs and one 
F4U-4 sustained minor damage due to flak. 

5 April 1952 - 

A total of ninety-two (92) sorties were launched. The 
Morning Hecklers aggressively and successfully attacked a freight 
train in North Korea. CTF-77 dispatched as follows: 

"PAT ON BACK (HIGH UP) TO YOUR MORNING HECKLERS TODAY" 

Two F9F-2 sustained minor damage due to flak. 

6 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. Air defense and anti-air- 
craft firing exercises were conducted in the afternoon. 

7 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Seventy-nine (79) sorties 
were launched with effective results. One locomotive and tender 
were destroyed as well as six trucks and several boats. 

8 April 1952 - 

No air operations due to fog and adverse weather over 
the force and target area. 

9 April 1952 - 

No air operations due to fog and inclement weather over 
force and target area. 

10 April 1952 - 

With favorable weather, air operations were resumed. 
Primary targets for the day were gun positions in the Wonsan 
area which were successfully attacked. 


11 April 1952 - 


Air operations were discontinued at approximately 1200 
due to overoast and adverse weather. The Task Force retired 
to the replenishment area. 

12 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

13 April 1952 - 

Group strikes were launched against Chongjin in extreme 
Northeast Korea. A total of one hundred thirty-two (132) sor- 
ties were launched with excellent results. One F4U, one F9F 
and one AD sustained minor damage due to flak. 

14 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Thirty one (31) rail cuts 
were made, two rail bridges destroyed and thirty four camou- 
flaged trucks attacked, 

15 April 1952 - 

A total of sixty-six (66) offensive and defensive com- 
bat sorties were launched. Carrying forty eight tons of ord- 
nance, two package targets were seriously damaged and 15 rail 
cuts made. 

16 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

17 April 1952 - 

Adverse weather delayed air operations until 1500, A 
total of fifty-four (54) combat sorties were launched during 
the late afternoon. These effected twenty rail cuts, destruc- 
tion of two boxcars and unassessed damage on troops, buildings 
and flak positions. 

IS April 1952 - 

Air operations commenced at 1345 and continued until 
2150. A total of eighty eight sorties were launched. An AD, 
piloted by LCDR W. P. NEEL, VA-65, crashed twenty miles north- 
east of Wonsan, when the port wing sheared off at the fuselage 
apparently as a result of a hit by anti-aircraft fire. LCDR 
NEEL was not seen to leave the plane prior to the crash. Three 
locomotives and fifteen boxcars in the Hankymyong Marshalling 
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Yards were destroyed. 

19 April 1952 - 

Air operations were curtailed by adverse weather. A 
total of fifty four (54) sorties were launched. They accomplish 
ed rail cuts, destruction of four trucks, and damage or des- 
truction to numerous buildings. One F4U was slightly damaged 
by flak. 

20 April 1952 - 

One hundred (100) dorties were launched throughout the 
day, terminating with the Night Hecklers who landed at 2145# 

Three huhdred (300) feet of rail track were destroyed, fifty 
three rail cuts made, a package target effectively damaged and 
other damage or destruction inflicted. 

21 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

22 April 1952 - 

A total of ninety-two (92) sorties were launched through- 
out the day. ENS S. W. HENDERSON, VF-64 f piloting an F4U, was 
shot down by enemy anti-aircraft fire in the vicinity of Hung- 
nam* ENS HENDERSON made a successful water landing in Hungnam 
Bay and was picked up by the destroyer, U.S.S. RUPURTUS. The 
pilot was wounded about the face and neck but his condition 
is not considered to be serious. It is anticipated that this 
pilot) will return to flight status during the next operational 
period. 

• ENS Ralph A. WALLIN of VF-24, piloting an F9F, made 
the 52,OOOth landing on the BOXER upon his return from a strike 
in North Korea. 

23 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. RADM JOHN PERRY relieved 
RADM F. W. McMAHON cand assumed command of CTF-77 and Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE. 

24 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Morning Hecklers destroyed 
four and damaged twenty six boxcars and two trucks. 



J 


- 6 - 


25 April 1952 - 


The Task Force replenished. CTE 92.11 sent the follow- 
ing dispatch: 

"WISH TO REFORT A WELL DONE BY BOXER REARMING FROM 

RAINIER X MAINTAINED AVERAGE RATE OF 203.4 TONS PER 

HOUR WHICH MAY BE NEW RECORD" 

CTF-77 dispatched the following: 

/ 

"CTE-92.11 HAS INFORMED ME THAT AVERAGE RATE TRANSFER 

BETWEEN RAINIER AND BOXER DURING REARMING TODAY WAS 

203.4 TONS PER HOUR X INSOFAR AS RECORDS AVAILABLE TO 

ME ARE CONCERNED THIS MAY BE A NEW RECORD X WELL DONE" 

Anti-aircraft firing was conducted during the afternoon. 

26 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Inclement weather delayed 
morning operations until 1130 hours. A total of seventy-one 
(71) offensive and defensive sorties were launched during the 
remainder of the day and evening. 

ENS Herman RADTKE, VF-24, in an F9F, piloted the 12,000th 
plane to be catapulted from the BOXER, This cat-shot was made 
from the port catapult and established a new fleet reorord. 

27 April 1952 - 

Air operations consisted of ninety-five strike, recco, 
photo and defensive missions. Twenty-two rail cars were destroy- 
ed and five hundred feet of rail track northwest of Wonsan was 
thoroughly cut. 

26 April 1952 - 

Inclement weather, fog and rain over the Task Force and 
target area forced cancellation of air operations at approxi- 
mately 1300. During the afternoon the Task Force replenished 
aviation gasoline and fuel oil supplies. 

29 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. LTJG F. A. RICE, VF-63, 
bailed out over Wonsan Harbor when a cockpit fire developed 
in his corsair (F4U). LTJG RICE was picked up by helicopter 


from LST 1077 and taken aboard the destroyer U.S.S* CUNNINGHAM. 
His injuries were confined to bums about the hands and face. 

30 Apri; 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

The U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37) joined the Task Force. 

'At 1321 the BOXER, in company with the U.S.S. BUCK 
(DD-761), the U.S.S. LOFBERG (DD-759) and U.S.S. J. W. THOMA- 
SON (DD-760), departed from the Task Force enroute to Yokosuka 
via Van Dieman Straits for a period of repair, upkeep and rest 
and recreation. 

The BOXER and the accompanying destroyers comprised 
TE-77.04, OTC being ComDesBiv-7 aboard the U.S.S. LOFBERG (DD- 
759). 

1 May 1952 - 

BOXER enroute to Yokosuka. Anti-aircraft firing and 
air defense drills were conducted during the afternoon. 

2 May 1952 - 

At 1556 the BOXER moored at Piedmont Pier, Truman Har- 
bor, Yokosuka, Japan, for a period of in -port availability and 
rest and recreation. 
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SH? MART OF SORTIES 
APRIL J.952 



DATE 

REMARKS 

OFFENSIVE 

1 DEFENSIVE 

[ " use 

TOTAL 


FIRST LAST 

T 



i 







LAUNCH KECOV. 

DAY 

NIGHT 

DAY 

NIGHT 




29 Mar . 

0! ROUTE - 

PROP 

JET 

PROP 

PROP 

JET 

PROP 

PROP 

JET 


— 

— 

— 



— , 



1 ~~ 

30 Mar 

1200 - 1630 

— 

— 

*— 

— 

— 

i 

49 

16 

65 (Training 

31 I Sir 










enroute'. 

1400 - 1800 

24 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— ^ 




32 

1 Apr 

1000 - 1730 

40 

18 

_ 

2 







60 

2 Apr 

REPLENISH? WT ■ 

-- 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


, — 

3 Apr 

0445 - 1830 

40 

16 

2 

4 

16 

2 


—M 

80 

4 Apr 

0430 - 1830 

46 

12 j 

6 

6 

16 

3 

— 

— 

| 89 

5 Apr 

0430 - 1630 

47 

22 

6 

6 

8 

2 

•MM 

mmrnm 

91 

Apr 

REPLENISH! ©IT 

— 



— 

— 


— 

— 

••M 


7 Apr 

0900 - 1900 

37 

30 ; 

— 

12 

— 

— 

__ 

1 

! 79 

7 Apr 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— j 

9 Apr 


— 


— 

" 

— 



l — “ • | 

1 

Apr 

0900 - 2100 

48 

24 

5 

2 

8 

2 


| 

89 

"1 Apr 

0900 - 1200 

34 

8 


— — 

2 



j 

24 

I Apr 

REPLENISHMENT 

— 

— 



— 

I 





| — — 

• Apr 

0430 - 1600 

84 

28 

— 

18 

. — 

— 

2* 

j 

j 132 

Apr 

0430 - 1630 ,5 

53 

22 

5 

6 

8- 

2 

«— 

— 

96 

' Apr 

0730 - 1630 

36 

18 

1 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

66 

■ Apr 

REPLENISHMENT 

— ! 



— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• / Apr 

1500 - 1930 

32 

6 

— 

4 

12 


— 

— 

54 

IS Apr 

0845 - 2150 

48 

16 

4 

6 

12 

2 

— j 

— 

88 

19 Apr 

0845 - 2115 

34 

-SB 

3 

4 

12 

2 

1 

— 

55 

20 Apr 

0845 - 2150 . 

50 

16 

5 

8 

16 

3 

— 

— 

98 

21 Apr 

REPJ0IISHMENT 


— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 Apr 

0415 - 1745 

46 

16- 

5 

4 

17 

2 

2 

— 

92 

23 Apr 

0415 - 1745 

45 

16 

5 

4 

16 

2 

3 

— 

91 

24 Apr 

0415 - 1745 

45 

12 

2 

4 

20 

2 

3 

— 

88 

25 Apr 

RE PUNISHMENT 

— 

— 

— — 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 Apr 

1130 - 2200 

> 1 

14 

5 

6 

12 

3 

— 

— 

77 

27 Apr 

0830 - 2200 

50 

16 

4 

6 

16 

3 

— 

— 

95 

28 Apr 

0830 - 1300 

18 

6 


6 

4 

— 

— 

— 

34 

29 Apr 

0830 - 1900 ' 

42 

20 

— 

7 

16 

— 

— 

— 

85 

30 Apr 

RE PLEM ISK?.©' T T 


— 

— 

-- 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

1 May 

©JR. YOKOSUKA 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 May 

SIR. YOKOSUKA 

— ... J 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 


TOTAL — 

’916 

344 

57 

121 

217 

30 

59 

16 

1760 


'FFENSIVE SORTIES : 

~rop. .. .. . . . . . 976 

Jet H...3UU 

Total. . ..1320 


D5FSN SIVE ' SORTIES 

Prop.. ....... ..151 

Jet .217 

Total. ... 36 $ 


H1SC . ' SORT ITS 

Prop.. ..... .59 

Jet .16 

Total. .".75 


TOTAL SORTIES 1,763 


(*) Indicates LEATHER RECCO 


PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

See enclosure (1), 

PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 

(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered 
by BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel 

a. Casualties : 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties suffered 
by Ship 1 s Company personnel as a result of enemy action. Air 
Group casualties are reported in enclosure (1) of this report. 

b. Performance : 

(1) Personnel performance and morale have been excel- 
lent during the period of this report. During this period the 
average on-board count of personnel was 1965, which number was 
satisfactory. The total losses of various reasons were eighty*- 
one (31); this was offset by 163 gains. 

(2) The critical shortage o f petty officers continues 
in the EM, IC, BT, MM, RM, QM, and SK rates. Every effort is 
being made to prosecute a vigorous on-board training program 
to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for .performing 
duty assignments in higher ratings. 

(3) The recent inauguration of an orientation and in- 
doctrination program for non-rated personnel newly received 
aboard the BOXER has proved to be beneficial to this command 
as well as to the men concerned. Each department has had an 
opportunity to explain to the men its functions and responsi- 
bilities aboard ship. Upon completion of the program, the 
personnel officer has interviewed each man and assigned him 
his permanent billet, taking into consideration his personal 
preferences and the overall needs of the ship. 

c. Recreation : 

(1) The following activities were initiated for the 
welfare and recreation of officers and enlisted men during the 
period of this report: 
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(a) Issue of daily news sheet. 


(b) Daily newscast over P.A. system, 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

(d) -Hobby Shop opened for issue of material one 
hour on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

(e) Exercise room for physical conditioning of 

officers. 

(f) Divine Services were held as follows: Catholic 

Mass daily; Protestant Worship every Sunday; Latter Day Saints 
services every week; Christian Science services every week; 
Jewish services every week. 

(g) Ship’s Library was open at regular hours for 

all hands. 


(h) Sightseeing tours were conducted in Japan. 

(i) Glee Club formed by members of Ship’s Company 
and embarked Air Group. 

(2) Movies wore shown daily. During the operation, 
eighty-five ($5) different programs were shown a total of two 
hundred eighty-seven (2$7) times. A late night program was 
shown in the Training Room for personnel unable to attend regu- 
lar showings. 

(3) The Hobby Shop was well patronized. Craft supplies 
were leather, plastic, models and paints. The space occupied 
by the shop is quite small and no work is actually done there. 
The space is used only for the sale of materials. It is esti- 
mated that approximately ten (10) percent of the crew were en- 
gaged in hobby craft work. 

PART VI Comments 


a. Operations 
(1) CIC 

(a) Although task force operations were new to a 
large percentage of assigned personnel, the degree of training 
was such that no difficulties were experienced upon our joining 
Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN. On 16 April, fourteen (14) seamen 
were rated as Radarmen Third Class. The on-board count of both 
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rated and non-rated personnel is still below authorized allow- 
ances; the persbnnel problem is serious but not critical. 

(b) All functions of CIC were performed with the 
exception of radar countermeasures. Due to present antennae 
installation, the only signal which can. be intercepted is that 
of our own SPS-6B radar. Since the SPS*«6B is in continuous 
operation, no RADCM is possible* 

(c) The SX radar was the most reliable system for 
air search and air control. The reliable detection range for 
jet aircraft was thirty-five miles, and for prop aircraft was 
seventy miles. The system has been in operation continuously 
and no major discrepancies occurred. Although the SPS-6B pro- 
vides a greater detection range for jet aircraft, the blind 
sector, from 060° relative to 130° relative, greatly reduces 
its use for air search. A study is now being made upon which 
to base recommendations for the relocation of the SPS-6B an- 
tennae to eliminate this blind sector. 


\ 


(2) Photo Interpretation 

(a) The BOXER Photo Interpretation Officer reported 
aboard at Pearl Harbor. After visits to other carriers in the 
forward area while in Yokosuka, the extent of the present P.I. 
work load was realized and enlisted personnel and temporary 
space were acquired prior to the ship’s joing the Task Force. 

At present the Flag Intelligence Office space is being utilized 
for this work but arrangements for a permanent space location 
must be made before the next period of operation as this space 
will be returned to the staff. It is recommended a space suf~-'- 
cient to lay out mosaics ten feet long should be permanently 
assigned to ship’s Photo Interpretation in addition to the as- 
signed Air Intelligence spaces. Also, to assure the necessary 
assistance of enlisted personnel trained in photo interpreta- 
tion, it is recommended that two qualified men be assigned to 
the ship on TAD from VC-61 at the time the Photo Interpretation 
Officer receives his orders. 


(3) Air Intelligence 

(a) The transfer of intelligence materials and 
phot p files from the ESSEX (carrier relieved) was made with 
insufficient time to properly check classified materials signed 
for bv the BOXER Intelligence Officer. It is recommended in 
the event the two carriers, will not be in contact for at least 
four hours these materials be off loaded and placed in a guard 
mail status ashore prior to the arrival of the relieving carrier. 






(b) Chart service to the BOXER was very good at 
all Air Navigation Offices contacted and despite the large 
number of 1:50,000 charts required for rail strikes no defi- 
ciencies occurred. On the 1:250,000 charts GEOREF grid co- 
ordinates were received in place of ITEM on four chart series 
and a reorder was necessary. The initial issue of charts was 
covered with frisket paper which has made replacements due to 
wear and misuse negligible. 


(c) Within the barter kits received for issue to 
pilots, the small plastic compass in twenty-five kits were 
broken open and the ball point pens in all kits were defective. 


(4) Communi cat ions 


(a) Message Reduction. 


This command has had good results in. reducing 
outgoing traffic by using the letter M R tt in the appropriate 
space on smooth write-up copies, to denote the Releasing Offi- 
cer of each outgoing dispatch. 


It is recommended that the originator of the 
daily bomb-line message (JOC Korea) use a plaindress heading* 
This would eliminate about one hundred groups of each such 
message. 


(b) Jet Homing 

It is recommended that an automatic homing sig- 
nal device (Trout) for jets be installed. Present manual keyin 
of the Trout keeps one man continuously on watch. An automatic 
device would free this man for other duties. 

(c) UHF RATT 

• Considerable difficulty prevailed with UHF 
communications, voice and RATT, primarily caused by material 
difficulties. 

(d) Personnel Shortage 

While not critical during this period, the loss 
of qualified Radiomen and Quartermasters (Signalmen) during the 
next three (3) months will reduce the rated personnel to such 
a point that efficient operations will be extremely difficult. 
Intensive training of strikers is being conducted with good re- 
sults, but a striker of two to six months experience will not 
likely fill the billet of a First or Second Class Petty Officer 
with any degree of success. By 1 August, unless replacements 


are received, this • command will have seven rated Radiomen of 
twenty-one allowed, and two rated Quartermasters (Signalmen) 
of twelve allowed. 

(5) Photographic Laboratory 

(a) The BOXER, operating with CTF-77 for the third 
time, still lacks sufficient space to carry out, efficiently, 
all phases of operational photography required by present oper- 
ations. It was necessary to place a new Matte Dryer in dead 
storage in order to make space available for a copy camera. Also 
although the allowance of A10-A film dryers is three, this ship 
has only one because of lack of space to install the dryers. 
Consequently the film and paper drying process has been slowed 
down considerably. 

(b) K-17 Reconnaissance Photography 

K-17 Reconnaissance Photography still comprises 
the main work load in operational photography, and there is 
need for a more rapid method of annotating the negatives. The 
present method of annotation requires a minimum of three hours 
for each roll of film of two hundred exposures. This is the 
largest factor in the total time required to deliver complete- 
ly annotated sortie photographs. The first flash print is de- 
livered, unannotated, to the Photo Interpretation Office in 
approximately one hour and forty five minutes after the photo ‘ 
plane has been recovered. The remaining prints for distribution 
as directed, are ready f or mailing at the beginning of regular 
working hours on the following day, unless a particular sortie 
is required sooner for operational planning. 

(c) Allocation of Funds for Photography. 

It is recommended that an allowance be estab- 
lished for the purpose of replenishment of photo supplies as 
needed during any operating period. The present policy is to 
make application to ComAirPac requesting additional funds to 
cover cost of major replenishments, and not to make allowances 
for fluctuation in the type of photography most in demand at 
that time. By establishing an operating allowance for Photo 
Laboratories, it would eliminate the draining of the regular 
operations allotment, which is insufficient to support a Photo 
Lab operating at peak production during cruises in an operating 
area. 


From 1 January 1951 to 31 March 1952 the Photo- 
graphic Laboratory expenditures for both NSA and APA supplies 
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totaled $119,965.$9, Total expenditures for NSA alone has 
been $$0,556.61 or an average quarterly expenditure of $16,111, 
32. The quarterly allotment for the entire Operations Depart- 
ment is 1,500 dollars. 

(6) Aerology 

(a) Although the prevailing wind direction was 
southerly, suggesting the establishment of the summer monsoon, 
the Korean weather during the operating period was largely of 
a transitional nature between winter and summer conditions. 
Cyclonic storm centers for the most part passed well to the 
north, with their associated frontal zones causing little or 
no adverse weather in the operating area. Waves forming to 
the south on the pblar front usually remained stable, and 
passed south of the Japanese mainland. Notable exceptions 
occurred when a low that formed on the Arctic Front to the 
north coincided with a developing wave on the polar front to 
the south and casued warm mo istt. Maritime Tropical air to be 
transported over the relatively colder water of the Sea of 
Japan, This unique combination caused the operating area to 

be blanketed with fog and forced suspension of flight operations 
on the Sth and 9th of April. As previously stated, waves that 
formed to the south of the area usually remained stable and 
moved rapidly up the Polar Front south of Japan. However, on 
11 and 17 April, lows that had formed on the Polar Front in the 
East China Sea moved across Korea and made it necessary to sus- 
pend operations. In both cases, however, sky conditions and 
visibility improved rapidly after frontal passages and flight 
operations were suspended just half a day. One more half day 
was lost due to weather when an active polar trough associated 
with a deep low to the north passed through the operating area 
on 2$ April. This too passed rapidly and was followed by clear- 
ing skies. In all only three and one half days were lost dur- 
ing the month due to inclement weather. 

(b) Maximum wind velocity of thirty-four knots 
from the west northwest was encountered on 1$ April when a 
rapidly moving high pressure ridge, following a deep low sys- 
tem, caused a tight pressure gradient over the operating area. 
Flight operations were not adversely affected. 
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AERO LOGICAL STATISTICS FOR APRIL 1952 


TEMPERATURE SURFACE WINDS 

Average 50*5 Degrees PREVAILING 

Average Maximum 54«$ Degrees DIRECTION DAYS 


Average Minimum 46*1 Degrees 

Absolute Maximum 64 Degrees N... . •••••..1 

Absolute Minimum 41 Degrees NN....... ••......I 

NE .. 

ENE 1 

SKY CONDITIONS 4 TOTAL TIME E .2:.-.. 

ESE 2 

Overcast 42.1$ SE. ...... .3 

Cloudy 9.3$ ^>SE. ,.2 

Partly Cloudy 13.6$ S. .............. .6 

Mostly Clear 34.6$ SSW ...3 

SW 1 

Hours of Precipitation . 32 WSW 2 

Average Relative Humidity 77# 5$ W,. ....... .......3 

Hours of Fog 52 WNW. ............ .1 

NW 1 

NNW 1 


Average Velocity. 

Average Maximum Velocity. 

Average Minimum Velocity...... 

Absolute Maximum Velocity..... 

Absolute Minimum Velocity 

CEILINGS TOTAL TIMS 

Below 1,000 Ft 4.0 % 

ljOOO - 5,000 Ft ........ IB . 7$ 

5,000 - 10,000 Ft ,12.2$ 

Above 10,000 Ft ........ .65*1$ 


....12.5 Kts. 

.20.5 Kts. 

4 Kts. 

34 Kts. 

.Calm 

VISIBILITY % TOTAL TIME 

Under 1 Mile 4.2 % 

1 to 3 Miles 3.6 % 

3 to 6 Miles 9.2$ 

Over 6 Miles £3.0$ 


FAVORABLE FLYING CONTIONS (Ceiling 1,000 ft., or higher visi- 
bility three miles or more) §9.6$ 



b, Supply Department 
(1) Aviation Stores. 


• (a) The consumption of the following structural 
assemblies, surfaces and propellers has been excessive for 
the period of this report: 


Elevators (F4U-4)*.* 8 

Elevators ( 46v5 ) . 4 

Housing Assembly Tail (F4U-4 3 

Propellers (AD).....,..... 10 

Propellers (F4U-4) 6 

Rudders (AD). ••••• 9 

Stabilizers (F9F) 4 

Tip Tank (F9F ) 10 

Wings (AD).......... 2 

Wings (F4U-4) 7 

Wings (FifU-5 ) 2 

Yoke Assembly Tail Wheel (F4U-4).. 4 


(Plus one 
current AOG) 


(b) A highly successful n at sea" replenishment of 
aviation stores and general fleet freight was made with the 
U.S.S. JUPITER (AVS-8) on 16 April. Thirty tons of material 
were transferred in the same number of minutes alongside. Mari/ 
items delivered were in the "urgently" required category. 

(2) Ship Store. 

' (a) Sales for the month of April were in the amount 

of $54,774.74. This sales total was the highest for any one 
month in the history of the U.S.S. BOXER. 

c. Engineering Department 

(1) On 8 April 1952, failure of a relay in the control 
panel for $2 lower, 5|500 lb., Bomb Elevator allowed the ele- 
vator car to hit the upper stops. As a result, the hoisting 
cable drum shaft was badly bent, placing the elevator out of 
commission until repairs can be made at the Naval Repair Fac- 
ilities, Yokosuka, Japan. 
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(2) Initial cause of the failure was the breaking of a 
leaf spring in the motor slow-speed contactor. General Electric 
50 ampere alternating current contactor, type CR51&1-2. Break- 
age of the spring allowed the solenoid to jam in the open pos- 
ition permitting the elevator car to hit the up-stop at a rel- 
atively high speed, bending the hoisting cable drum shaft,. 

(3) Repairs were made to the contactor by placing a 
screw in its frame in such a position as to provide a positive 
stop in case of future spring failure, 

d. Gunnery Department 

(1) Fueling at lea by Elokomin Method : 

(a) The old method of fueling at sea, also called 
n Cruiser-Destroyer Method" was used during fueling operations 
conducted with the U.S.S. KASKASKIA (AO-27) on 2 April 1952, 
the U.S.S, CACAPON (AO-52) on 6 April 1952, and also with the 
U.S.S. NAVASOTA (A0-106) on 2S April aod '30 April 1952, The 
operations ‘were at first conducted with some difficulty until 
a wire pendant was rigged from a pad eye on the ship’s side 
to the hook attached to the hose about twelve (12) feet from 
the discharge end, A quick release pelican hook in the center 
of the pendant facilitates rapid action in casting off. With 
the new pendant tending at a 45° angle the strain is taken 
by the pendant and eliminates the necessity for extensive hold- 
down lines formerly used. The Elwood Method is the preferred 
fueling-at-sea method and is more easily accomplished by ships 
of this class; however, this ship is prepared to fuel by either 
method. 


( 2) Rearming at Sea by Burtoning Method : 

(a) Methods used for rearming have improved steadi- 
ly since returning to the operating area. The two items worthy 
of mention being the use of the ammunition ship highline as 
Station #3 in addition # 1 and # 2 Burtoning whips: 

(b) The wire used allows heavier loads to be re- 
ceived at this station plus eliminating highline personnel 
on the receiving ship. The ammo ship controlling the inhaul 
by their power winches,. 

(c) A triple swivel is being used by the ammunition 
ship on the Burtoning hooks which eliminates to a great extent 
the twisting of the wire formerly experienced and allows loads 
to be spotted quickly and accurately. The above improvements 
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were used by the U.S.S. RAINIER (AE-5) when her spirited crew 
joined with that of the BOXER to set a new unofficial ammuni- 
tion loading record of 203*4 tons per hour on 25 April 1952* 


(3) Anti-aircraft Firing Exercises: 

(a) During the period of this report, six (6) anti- 
aircraft firing exercises were conducted. Emphasis was placed 
on GEORGE and BAKER type runs. A very noticeable improvement 
has been observed in the accuracy of fire of the 5"/3& batter- 
ies in spite of the drastically reduced training allowance and 
the majority of personnel being previously inexperienced. Train 
ing ammunition expended this period: 5 n /3» » 122 rounds; 40 MM s 
4$o rounds. 

e. Air Department 

(1) Aircraft Handling 

(a) During this period the aircraft on board- con- 
sisted of one jet squadron (F9Fs), two Corsair squadrons, one 
AD squadron and the normal number of specially configured air- 
craft. A split spot consisting of two AD types and two or 
three F4U types was used for the launching arrangement. It 

is considered that this arrangement of aircraft utilizes the 
available flight deck space with the maximum efficiency and 
allows the Versatility required in scheduling. F9F types were 
spotted tailed outboard on both the port and starboard sides 
in an arrangement that allows the deck edge elevator to be 
used for handling duds. 

(b) To facilitate rearming of returning aircraft, 
immediately after each recovery (except the last recovery of 
the day), the wings of AD type aircraft were spread and the 
planes loaded forward while holding a ready deck. AD wings 
were then folded and the planes tightened in the forward spot 
to prepare for the next recovery, 

(c) Normally, the forward spot prior to the jet 
recovery consisted of either four F4U or three AD type air- 
craft spotted to starhoard allowing for a single row of F9F 
types to be spotted along the port side during the recovery. 

(d) A casualty to the deck edge elevator, result- 
ing from sheared linkage between motors and pumps, hampered 
the movement of planes between the hangar and the flight deck 
for a period of seven hours during scheduled flight operations. 
However, operations were conducted on schedule through use of 
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the remaining elevators* The repair of the deck edge elevator 
required the manufacture and installation of new parts. 


(e) On 14 April an AD aircraft crashed through the 
barriers and hit- the electrical panels of the LeTourneau crane. 
As a consequence, the crane was out of commission for seven 
days since spare parts were not available. As an emergency 
measure, it was planned that in the event of a flight deck 
crash, blocks and tackle rigged on the seven ton Hyster fork 
lift would be used to clear the deck. Although there were no 
flight deck crashes during the period of time that the crane 
was out of commission, it is believed that the alternate sys- 
tem of riggin noted above is capable of successful crash hand- 
ling when time is not the major consideration. To date, the 
crane has not been completely repaired. However, by using swit- 
ches available, a temporary control panel has been installed 
that will cause all moving parts to function except the boom 
tilting mechanism. 


(f) For test purposes, under the authority of Com- 
AirPac letter serial 70/20332 of 23 November 1951, and BuShips 
letter serial 533-3036 of 9 November 1951 , the Naval Shipyard 
San Francisco, during the ship’s last availability, applied a 
mixture of neoprene and cement to a small jet turn up area for- 
ward of the barriers as a deck covering. It was used also to 
fill holes in the landing area that resulted from flight deck 
crashes. Indications are that the mixture will prove satis- 
factory ^s a deck covering. Also it can be used as a temporary 
’’fix” to fill holes in the landing area if four or more days are 
allowed for setting and drying. It is recommended that a study 
be made with the view toward application of the material in lieu 
of marine glue between the flight deck planking and as a deck 
covering from number one barrier to the two hundred foot mark 
near the catapults. It is believed that a covering of this type 
will not only protect and preserve the planking but will provide 
the necessary traction for stopping aircraft, particularly jets, 
as they come out of the gear. 


(2) Catapults 

(a) On 2? April the 12,000th catapult shot was re- 
corded with a perfect record of ”cold shots”. 


fb) Maintenance problems mainly consisted of liners 
breaking from fair-lead sheaves and temporary hydraulic pump 
failures. Four towing and one retracting sheave were replaced. 
Electrical trouble accounted for ourap failure on two occasions 
and a malfunctioning oil gear pump relief valve was responsible 
in a third instance. 


(c) This ship had catapult change §33 incorporated 
on the starboard catapult. The pressure available for launch- 
ing as a result of this change cannot, however, be utilized for 
launching loaded jets during low wind conditions since launching 
bridles -of sufficient capacity to withstand the greater load 
imposed, are not as yet available in this area. When low wind 
conditions exist it becomes necessary to reduce the bomb load 

in the interest of flight safety. 

(d) The basic weight of an AD-4 aircraft, including 
four 20MM guns, armor plating, full ammo, full gasoline and 
oil, and pilot is about 16,350 pounds. BuAer Technical Order 
15-52 of 4 February 1952 limits the maximum catapult weight 

of AD-4 aircraft to 20,500 pounds. Therefore, in effect, an 
AD-4 aircraft cannot be catapulted with a load greater than 
4,150 pounds. The standard load in this area is 5 , ,000 pounds 
of bombs. Since space considerations preclude a safe take- 
off run for heavily loaded planes during low wind conditions 
and AD-4 aircraft cannot be catapulted at the weight imposed, 
a reduction in load becomes mandatory and accordingly, maximum 
effectiveness is lost. 

( 3 ) Jet Blast Deflectors 

(a) The new jet blast deflectors installed by the 
San Francisco, Naval Shipyard, have proved to be highly satis- 
factory. Since their installation the jet blast deflectors 
have been used fc-r over $00 jet turn-ups. No cracking of the 
vanes has been detected. 

(4) Arresting Gear 

(a) Almost 22,000 engagements have been recorded 
on the number one arresting gear engine. However, no excessive 
wear is apparent. 

( 5 ) Barricade 

(a) There have been no complete engagements of 
the barricade during this period. 

(b) Extra bungee is used to hold the straps to the 
deck in order to prevent prop tailwheels from catching the ny- 
lon engaging straps of the barricade during deck launches. 

(6) Main tenance 

(a) The Aircraft Shops Division acted in support 
of the embarked squadrons by rendering assistance to the VF 
squadrons using F4U-4 aircraft in the installation of Ordnance 
Change ?;'432 and by turning out complete engine changes. 


(7) Ordnance 


(a) A casualty to the number two lower bomb ele- 
vator necessitated the use of emergency ammunition handling 
equipment for a protracted period. One hundred pound and 250 
pound bombs were hoisted through A-321-T from A-523-M and A- 
527 -M for a period of three weeks without hampering operations. 

It is doubtful however, that the large volume of bombs neces- 
sary for current usage could have been handled had there been 

a further casualty in the remaining lower stage elevators, 

(b) On several occasions F9F aircraft with Mark 
55 bomb racks installed have returned with hung 250 pound GP 
bombs. In most cases the hung bomb was dropped during landing 
upon engagement of the tail hook. In one instance a 250 pound 
bomb with a ,01 nose and tail fuse, armed after about 500 feet 
of travel up the deck. It came to rest only after striking an 
aircraft near the forward aircraft elevator, but did not explode, 

(c) Excellent napalm was obtained in ambient tempera- 
tures in the 40° - 50°F range using 50 pounds of powder and throe 
pints of sylenol per 100 gallons of gasoline. 

(3) Gasoline 

(a) Casualties to the gasoline system include the 
following: ...Ij The sylphon bellows and the neoprene diaphragm 

in the forward starboard automatic valve were ruptured by un- 
known causes; (2) The eductor discharge 4 inch gate valve in 
number ono gasoline pump room froze in the closed position. How- 
ever, these casualties were repaired and operations were not 
hampered. 


(b) In accordance with Carrier Division FIVE Stand- 
ing Order, the last two rows of aircraft on the flight deck must 
be degassed prior to night recoveries and in preparation for a 
night ready deck. Since the degassing valve of AD type aircraft 
usually will not prpperly reseat after it has been opened, valves 
must be replaced if this type aircraft is degassed. Therefore, 
F4U type aircraft are spotted in the last two rows for degassing. 
An RUDM is being submitted by VA- 65 . 


as follows: 
2 April 
6 April 
12 April 
16 April 
21 April 
25 April 
23 April 
30 April 


(c) The ship was replenished with aviation gasoline 


U.S.S. KASKASKIA 
U.S.S. CACAPON - 
U.S.S. MI SPILL ION 
U.S.S. EtSPILLION 
U.S.S. MANATEE - 
U.S.S. NAVASOTA - 
U.S.S. NAVASOTA - 
U.S.S. NAVASOTA - 


- received 57,350 gal. 
received 107,600 gal. 

- received 9#, 000 gal, 

- received 125,000 gal, 
received 124,000 gal, 

received 127,000 gal. 
received 42;000 gal, 
received 69,000 gal. 
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(9 ) Personnel 

(a) The Air Department commenced the period with 
many new and inexperienced men and few experienced petty offi- 
cers, A training program featurning prescribed training exer- 
cises and BOXER techniques was vigorously pursued and many of 
the rough spots have been anoothed out. It is difficult to 
present a true loading problem to the ordnance crews without 
the expenditure- of much ammunition and many bombs. During the 
training period, order to avoid wasteful expenditure of heavy 
bombs, it is recommended that one complete day be devoted to 
spotting, reaming, respotting and dearming to truly simulate 

a TF-77 operations- schedule. In order to more accurately simu- 
late the condition, the number of planes aboard should approxi- 
mate the number and type aboard an operating carrier when some 
planes are airborne. The planes aboard could be armed forward, 
respotted aft for launch, dearmed, taxied forward to simulate 
a launch and recovery, armed forward, and the process repeated 
as schedule training evaits throughout the operating day, 

(b) When the rotation of certain key Air Department 
Officers is to be effected, orders should be issued in suffi- 
cient time that the relieving officer can report on board and 
observe at least two weeks of actual operations on the line 
prior to the detachment of the relieved officer. If rotation 
is to be effected while the ship is in a continental U,S, port, 
it is considered desirable to send relieving officers to an 
operating carrier on the line for a period of about two weeks 
to observe actual operating conditions prior to the ir • reporting 
for duty. Among the key officers are the Air Officer, the Air 
Ordnance Officer and the Aircraft Handling Officer, 

(c) It is believed that valuable information could 
be exchanged for the improvement of operating procedures through 
visits on Operating days by key Air Department officers to other 
carriers on the line, 

D, J. SULLIVAN 


CNO (2 advance) 

CINCPACFLT (2 advance) 

CINCPACFLT EVAL GROUP 
"OMAVFE (i advance) 

^MNAVFE EVAL GROUP 
COMSEVENTHFLT (1 advance) 

"TF-77 (1 advance) 

JOMAIRPAC (5) 

UOMSERVPAC 
COMFAIRALAMEDA 
COMF AIR JAPAN 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 
U.S.S. ANTIETAM (CV-36) 

U.S.S. BON ; HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) 
U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) 

U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CV-33) 

U.S.S. LEYTE (CV-32) 

U.S.S. ORISKANY (CV-34) 

U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) 
U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37) 

U.S.S. SHANGRI-LA (CV-33) 

U.S.S. TARAWA (CV-40) 

U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 
U.S.S. WASP (CV-13) 

U.S.S. INTREPID (CV-11) 

U.S. S. TICONDEROGA (CV-14) 

U.S.S. CORREIGDOR (CVE-53) 

U.S.S. BATAAN (CVL-29) 

U.S.S. CABOT (CVL-2S) 

U.S.S. SAIPAN (CVL-43) 
CGMCJRDIV-1 
COMCARDI V_2 

:gmcardiv-3 
COMCARDI V-4 
COMCARDI V- 5 
COMCARDIV-6 
COMCARDIV-14 
COMCARDIV-15 
COMCARDIV-16 
COMCARDIV-17 
COMCARDI V-13 
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U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) 
c/o Fleet Post Office 

ORIGINAL San Francisco, California 

i fffttffltlCn DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 

ft«iraftRMATION «BW» 12 YEARS 

D00 DIR 5200.10 

From: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

( 2 ) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 
(3} Commander Naval Forces, Far East 
(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 12 May through 2$ May 1952 

Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 34^0.4 dtd 1 July 1951 

(b) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 34^0.1 of 1 September 1951 

Enel: (1) CVG-2 conf ltr ser 06 dtd 1 June 1952 Action Report 

of Carrier Air Group TWO (12 May 1952 - 28 May 1952) 

1. In compliance with references (a) and (b), the Action Report 
for the period 12 May through 28 May 1952 is hereby submitted. 



CV21/ 02-cfy 
A4-3 

Ser 0155 


14 jun 


PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 


a. Composition 


(1) In accordance with COMCARDIVTHREE confidential dis- 
patch 0907302 May 1952, the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), Commander 
Carrier Division THREE embarked, got underway the morning of 


12 May 1952 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the operating area 
for rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN. Accompanying the 
BOXER were the PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47), the ST PAUL (CA-73) with 
COKCRUDIVONE embarked, U.S.S. ROWAN (DD-732) with COMDESRONFIVE 
embarked, and the U.S.S. ISBELL (DD-B69), all of which composed 
Task Element 77.01. 


Rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was effected the 
morning of 14 May 1952. 

(2) The OTC was RADM John PERRY, USN, Commander Carrier 
Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE 
(CV-45), RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division THREE 
was second in command. 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the BOXER’s employment' 
during the period of this Action Report: 




DECLASSIFIED % 



12 May 1952 - 


At 0700 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, for the 
operating area. 

13 May 1952 - 

Enroute to operating area. Air defense and anti-air- 
craft exercises were conducted and training sorties launched 
in the afternoon. 

H May 1952 - 

At 0&55 "the BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN. The Task Force replenished, 

15 May 1952 - 

A total of 9# offensive and defensive sorties were 
launched. 

16 May 1952 - 

Air operations continued. While flying ResCap over a 
downed A/F pilot, LTJG J. E. KORDEFLESKI, piloting a F4U, was 
shot down. The pilot did not leave the plane which exploded 
on impact. 

17 May 1952 - 

Air operations continued. 

IS May 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. The BOXER established a 
new fleet ammo replenishment-tonnage per hour record in passing 
225.2 tons per hour for a period of seventy-two (72) minutes. 

19 21 May 1952 - 

Heavy fog and light rains over the Task Force and target 
area precluded air operations. 

22 May 1952 - 

In clear weather, 64 combat sorties were launched. 


23 May 1952 - 

Air Operations continued. 
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24 May 1952 


The Task Force 
exercises were held in 


replenished. Anti-Aircraft firing 
the afternoon. 


25 May 1952 - 

Group strength strikes were launched against Chongjin. 
CTF-77 sent the following dispatch: "Performance BOXER 

today spendid X My compliments to Captain SULLIVAN and his fine 
airplanes and operators X" 


LTJG W. R. BROWN, VF-24, piloting an F9F Panther Jet, 
made the 53,000 landing aboard the BOXER. 

26 May 1952 - 


Combat sorties were launched during the morning. At 
1532, in company with NICHOLAS (DD-449), the BOXER departed from 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN for Yokosuka, Japan, via Tsugaru straits. 


27 May 1952 - 

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan, GCI exercises were conducted, 

28 May 1952 - 

At 1638 the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan, and tied up 
at Piedmont Fier for a period of rest and recreation. 


PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 


See Enclosure (l). 


PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft. 


PART V Personnel 


a. Casualties: 

(l) There were no combat casualties suffered by Ship's 
Company personnel as a result of enemy action. Air Group cas- 
ualties are reported in enclosure (l) of this report, 

b. Performance: 

(1) Personnel performance and morale have been excellent 
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during the period of this report. During this period the average 
on board count of enlisted personnel was 19&S, which number was 
satisfactory. 

(2) Critical shortages continue in EM, IC, BT, MM, RM, 
and QM rates, A virgouous on-board training program is being 
conducted to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for 
advancement. During the period of this report, two enlisted men 
were transferred and six received. Upon arrival in port on 2 8 
May, 90 men were transferred to U.S,, 74 of whom were rated. 


c. Recreation: 


(1) The following activities were initiated for the 
welfare of officers and enlisted men during the period of this 
report : 

(a) Issue of daily ship’s newspaper. 

(b) Daily newscast over P.A. system, 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

• (d) Hobby Shop opened for issue of material one hour 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 

(e) Exercise rooms for physical conditioning of 
officers and enlisted men. 


(f) Smoker held on 27 May, featuring boxing matches, 
a raffle for the benefit of the Navy Relief Society, and enter- 
tainment by Ship’s Orchestra and Boxer Glee Club. 

(g) Ship’s Library opened at regular hours for all 

hands. 


(2) Movies were shown daily. During the operation, 90 
different programs were shown a total of 115 times. A late night 
program was shown in the Training Room for personnel unable to 
attend regular showings. 

(3) The Hobby Shop was well patronized. Craft supplies 
were leather, plastic, models and paints. The space occupied by 
the shop is quite small and no work is actually done there. The 
space is used for sale of materials only. It is estimated that 
approximately ten percent of the crew were engaged in hobby craft 
work. 


d. Religious Activities: 

(1) Divine Services were held as follows: 


(a) Catholic Mass daily; Catholic Evening Devotions 
daily; Protestant worship every Sunday; Latter Day Saints services 
every week; Christian Science services every week; Jewish services 
every week. 


(b) Ship f s Chapel established and was open at all 
times to men of all faiths for spiritual reading and prayer. 

e. The below tabulations summarize the heavy turn-over cf 
officer and enlisted personnel for the current quarter (1 April - 
30 June 1952). 

(1) OFFICER 


TRANSFERS 


USN OR 

PRIMARY 

DUTY: 

REASON 

FOR TRANS: 

RANK 

No. 

USNR 

No. 

Desig. 

No. 

Disposition 

CDR 

Two 

uSn “ 

Two 

Av. 

One 

PAT 






One 

CD 

LCDR 

One 

USN 

One 

Av. 

One 

DIS 


Two 

USNR 

Two 

Line 

Two 

CD 

LT 

Six 

USN 

Two 

Av. 

Seven 

CD 


One 

U3NR 

Five 

Line 



LTJG 

One 

USNR 

One 

Line 

One 

DIS 

ENS 

Six 

USN 

Six 

Line 

One 

PAT 


One 

USNR 

One 

Spec. 

Six 

CD 

CWO 

Two 

USN 

Two 

Spec. 

One 

PAT 






One 

CD 

WO 

One 

USN 

One 

Spec. 

One 

CD 

TOTAL 

23 






RECEIPTS 



PRIMARY 

DUTY: 

AS REPL 

A CEMENT 


No. 

Class 

No. 

. Design 



CDR 

One 

uSn 

One 

Av, 

One 

— TO 

LCDR 

One 

USNR 

One 

Line 

One 

YES 

LT 

Three 

USN 

One 

Av. 

Three 

YES 


One 

USNR 

Three 

Line 

One 

NO 

LTJG 

One 

USN 

One 

Av. 

Three 

NO 


Two 

USNR 

Two 

Line 



ENS 

One 

USNR 

One 

Spec. 

One 

YES 

CWO 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 
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RECEIPTS USN OR PRIMARY DUTY: REASON FOR TRANS': 

No. USNR No, Design No. Disposition 

WO Two USN Two Spec. Two YES 

TOTAL 12 

LEGEND : USN - Regular Navy Av. - Aviation PAT-Patient in 

USNR - Reserve Navy Line - General Line hospital 

Spec. - Specialty CD-Change of Duty 

DIS-Discharge 


(2) ENLISTED 


RATING GROUP 

RECEIPTS 

ORDERED TO REPORT 

TRANS 

I DECK 

2 

1 

27 

Pay Gradws E-2 & E-3 

119 

100 

43 

II ORDNANCE 

1 

4 

9 

III ELECTRONICS 

1 

1 

5 

IV PRECISION EQUIPMENT 

0 

0 

0 

V ADMIN. & CLERICAL 

4 

2 

36 

VI MISCELLANEOUS 

2 

5 

6 

VII ENGINEERING & HULL 
Pay Grades E-2 & E-3 

11 

35 

64 

IX AVIATION 

IS 

12 

23 

Pay Grades E-2 & E-3 

6 

0 

9 

X MEDICAL 

2 

1 

0 

XI DENTAL 

0 

0 

0 

XII STEWARD 

4 

0 

3 

Pay Grades E-2 & E-3 

2 

0 

2 

TOTAL 

PART VI Comments 

<S 

169 

(235 


a. Operations 


, DECLASSIFIED ^ 

(1) Aerology 


Period 14 to 26 May was characterized by the resumption 
of the southerly monsoon over the Sea of Japan with nine of the 
thirteen operating days showing south as the prevailing wind dir- 
ection. Visibilities during this period were unusually bad with 
46 % of all observations showing visibilities restricted to below 
10 miles, and 15% of all observations restricted to below l/$ of 
a mile. 


Operations were suspended for three days during the 
period because of fog which blanketed the entire northern Sea of 
Japan> and reduced visibilities to as low as l/l6 of a mile. 

This fog was formed when a low pressure area over south eastern 
Manchuria, end low over the southern portion of Japan, combined 
to transport warm moist Maritime Tropical Air over the colder 
water of the northern operating area. The other predominate 
restriction to visibility during this period was dust which, 
although it did not cause suspension of flight operations, de- 
finitely reduced their effectiveness. 

The average temperature of 57.7 degrees shows a rapid 
rise over April’s average of 50.5 degrees ? and the average 
relative humidity of $0% also shewed a slight increase. An aver- 
age wind velocity of 13. & knots was observed during the period, 
however the average minimum •wind of 5.9 knots, is considered a 
better criteria of operating wind conditions. 

Pressure and frontal systems affecting the area during 
this period were relatively weak with a minimum pressure of 1004.5 
millibars being recorded. 

Frontal Passages were characterized by wind shifts 
and temperature drops, but showed little associated cloudiness. 
Frequently they would be marked by only a narrow band of cumulus 
type clouds based at 1000 to 2000 feet with tops at 2500 to 3500 
feet and no precipitation. Favorable flying conditions (Ceilings 
1000 feet or higher visibilities 3 miles or more) wore observed 
$2% of the operating period, 

b. Gunnery 

(1) Gunnery Section: 

Ships guns and firecontrol equipment functioned 
satisfactorily. Firecontrol equipment and particularly Mk 25 
Radar required constant maintenance and tube replacement which 
taxed the ability of Electronics and Firecontrol Technicians. 

Anti-aircraft Firing Exercises were conducted on three 

occasions. 


T 7 ' 


runs 


Enroute Operating Area - 13 May - ’’Baker” and ’’Uncle” 

Replenishment Period - 18 May - ’’Baker’’, ”George”, and 
’’Uncle” runs. 

Replenishment Period - 24 May - ’’Baker” and ’’Oboe” runs. 

Condition Three gun crews were exercised during 
firing practice to indoctrinate inexperienced personnel. 

Ship’s Gun Ammunition expended: 

5”/3S 40MM 

VT - 67 Rounds HEIT - 953 Rounds 

MTF - 60 R ounds 
127 Rounds 

The performance of all ammunition expended was 
considered satisfactory. Approximately 13$ of VT fuzed ammun- 
ition was activated in the ’’early burst” category. It is be- 
lieved that some ’’early bursts" were the result of proximity of 
projectiles from other batteries. 

Previously the Gunnery Liaison Team had at its dis- 
posal in CIC, two remote FPI scopes with attached Target Desig- 
nation Panels. Each of the stations was manned by a TD Officer 
who by means of six button switch box, could select any combin- 
ation of four 49JY circuits and the 5 and 6JW circuits. A high 
record of early acquisition of air contacts by the maximum number 
of directors was consistent. Multiple targets could be handled 
easily as a result of the duplicate TD system. 

The Staff F.D.O. /uses ^ne of the remote PPI scopes 
with attached TD panel, the remaining PPI and TD panel is used 
jointly by the Gunnery Liaison Team and the Flag Gunnery Officer. 
In addition the- Gunnery Liaison Team has a VK scope at its 
disposal. The latter has no automatic TD system connected to the 
directors and the TD Officer is reduced to verbal designating. 

Gun Control has been considerably reduced in effectiveness as a 
result the lack of target designating equipment, 

(2) Deck Section: 

Routine transfers were accomplished by Highline and 
Burtoning Whip, and destroyers fueled periodically as listed 
below: 


Highline Transfers - May 16, 18, 24, 25, 26 
Refueling from AO - May 14, IS, 24 
Refueling Destroyer - May 21, 22, 23 
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Special emphasis was placed upon the use of the 
Forward Hig’nline Station (Frame 72S) with the result that an 
increased tonnage was received using both Highline and House 
Fall methods. Additional loading area was gained by securing the 
pad (in the form of a wire strap) to the armored wiring truck 
approximately three feet from the overhead. This system enabled 
loads to be hauled inboard well clear of the side gaining approx- 
imately seven feet. 

Cn IS May 1952 a new fleet ammunition loading record . 
of 225.25 short tons per hour was established while rearming 
from the U.S.S. RAINIER (AE-5). Details of rearming were for- 
warded to Com7thFlt in U.S.S. BOXER letter CV21/017-CV S7$. ■ 

/■ 

Non-skid paint applied on deck at all loading stations 
proved successful. It is recommended that a standard non-skid 
paint be made available for all Carriers participating in loading 
and fueling at sea operations during which personnel are required 
to work close to the side of the ship. 


D. J. SULLIVAN 


AUTHENTICATED: 






H. R. JORGENSEN 
SCLK, USN 
Ship f s Secretary 




■ DISTRIBUTIONS! : Dt ClASSl F1ED ^ 


CNO (2 advance) 

CINCPACFLT (2 advance) 

CINCPACFLT SVAL GROUP 
COMNAVFE (1 advance) 

COMNAVFE EVAL GROUP 
COMSEVENTHFLT (1 advance) 

CTF-77 (1 advance) 

COMAIRPAC (5) 

COMSERVPAC 
COMFAIRALAMEDA 
COMFAIRJAPAN 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 
U.S.S. AN TIETAM (CV-36) 

U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) 
U.S.S. ESSEX ( CV-9 ) 

U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CV-33) 

U.S.S. LEYTE (CV-32) 

U.S.S. OR I SK ANY (CV-34) 

U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA ( CV-47 ) 
U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37) 

U.S.S. SHANGRI-LA (CV-33) 

U.S.S. TARAWA (CV-40) 

U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 
U.S.S. WASP (CV-lg) 

U.S.S. INTREPID (CV-11) 

U.S.S, TICONDEROGA (CV-14) 

U.S.S. CORREIGDOR (CVE-53) 

U.S.S. BATTAN (CVL-29) 

U.S.S. CABOT (CVL-23) 

U.S.S. SAIPAN (CVL-43) 

COMCARDIV-1 

COMCARDIV-2 

COMCARDIV-3 

COMCARDIV-4 

COMCARDIV-5 

COMCARDI V-6 

COMCARDIV-14 

COMCARDIV-15 

COMCARDIV-16 

COMCARDIV-17 

COMCARDIV-13 

CVG-1 

CVG-2 

CVG-3 

CVG-4 

CVG-5 

CVG-6 

CVG-7 

CVG-3 

CVG-9 

CVG-11 


DEC 


mm rn^m 


CVG-17 

CVG-19 

CVG-101 

CVG-102 

CO, FAIRBETUPAC (2) 

VC-3 

VC-11 

VC-35 



4M0?.S.S. BOXER (CV-21 M 

” c/o Fleet Post. Office ^CV2l/02-llw 

San Francisco* California A4-3 

Ser 0290 



To : 
Via: 


TION 


Commanding Officer 
Chief of Naval Operations 

(1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 


23 July 1952 


DbWNGRADEO AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 


(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet 


Subj: Action Report for the period 9 June through 6 July 1952 

Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3430.4 dtd 1 July 1951 

(b) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 3430.1 of 1 September 1951 

Enel: (1) CVG-2 conf ltr ser 06 dtd 3 July 1952 Action Report 
of Carrier Air Group TWO (9 June 1952 - 3 July 1952) 


1. In compliance with references (a) and (b), the Action Report 
for the period 9 June through 3 July 1952 is hereby submitted. 


PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 


a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with CTF-77 confidential dispatch 
070052Z the U.S.S, BOXER (CV-21), Commander Carrier Division 
THREE embarked, got underway the morning of 9 June 1952 en- 
route from Yokosuka, Japan, to the operating area for rendez- 
vous with Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN. Accompanying the BOXER 
was the U.3.3. HELENA (CA-75) and rendezvous was later made 
with the U.S.3. FETCHELER (D0-37O). 

Rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was effected the 
morning of 11 June 1952. 

(2) The OTC was RADM John PERRY, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY 
FORGE (CV-47). RADM A. S0UCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division 
THREE was second in command. 

(3) After rendezvouing with Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN, 
the U.S.S, BOXER relieved the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE which departed 
for Yokosuka, Japan, enroute to the United States. RADM 

A. S0UCEK, Commander Carrier Division, relieved RADM John PERRY, 
Commander Carrier Division FIVE and became OTC and CTF-77. 


PART II Chronological Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the BOXER* s employment 
during the period of this Action Report: 

9 June 1952 - 

During the morning the BOXER departed Yokosuka. 

Japan, for the operating area accompanied by the HELENA (CA-75). 

10 June 1952 - 

Enrcute to the operating area. At 0653 BOXER 
pendeavcwasdwith U.3.S. FETCHELER (DD-670) after passing through 
Van Diemen Straits. Air defense and anti-aircraft exercises 
were conducted and training sorties launched in the afternoon. 

11 June 1952 - 

At 1006 the BOXER rendezvoued with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN. The Task Force replenished. At 1342 COMCARDIVTHREE 
relieved COMCARDIVFIVE as CTF-77 and assumed tactical command 
of the Task Force. 

12 June 1952 - 

96 combat sorties were launched throughout the day. 

13 June 1952 - 

Air operations continued. LGDR L. ROBINSON, 

Commanding Officer VF-64, was forced to ditch his Corsair (F4U) 
in Wonsan Harbor after his engine failed. He was picked up 
by friendly small boat after a short interval in his raft and 
transferred to LST-799 for treatment of bruises. Air defense 
training was conducted during the afternoon. 

14 June 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Air defense training was 
conducted during the afternoon. 

15 June 1952 - 

No air operations; the Task Force replenished. Air 
defense exercises were conducted during the afternoon. 

16 June 1952 - 

Air operations resumed with group strength strikes 
against Kowon in North Korea. Results of day long attacks 
were successful. 
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17 June 1952 - 
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Group strength strikes were launched against Hungnam 
throughout the day. As a result of intense and accurate enemy 
AA fire two AD’s of Squadron VA-65 and 1 F4U of VF-64 were 
shot down. LT(jg) Richard C, ROWE and ENS Dale FALER are listed 
as missing after the AD believed to have been piloted by ENS. 
FALER disentegrated and the pilot observed to bail out. The 
plane believed to have been piloted by LT(jg) ROWE plunged 
into the ground and exploded. Neither pilot was observed on 
the ground. 

An F4U piloted by LT(jg) John De Masters lost a wing 
and crashed after a mid air collision which is believed to have 
been the result of an AA hit. LT(jg) MASTERS parachute was 
observed trailed away from his seat pack on a sand bar in a 
river. LT( jg) DE MASTER is listed as missing; he was not ob- 
served on the ground. 

1& June 1952 - 

Air operations continued. 

An F4U, piloted by ENS Arthur ZIMMERLY of VF-63, 
was ditched off shore south of oinpo as a result of damage 
from enemy flak, ENS ZIMMERLY was picked up by Helo from 
LST 799 and subsequently returned to the BOXER. 

19 June 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished, 

20 - 21 June 1952 - 

Group strength strikes were launched against selected 
targets in North Korea with excellent results. 

22 June 1952 - 

No air operations; the Task Force replenished. 

23 June 1952 - 

An all-out bombing effort by the carriers BOXER, 
PRINCETON, PHILIPPINE SEA, and BON HOMME RICHARD of Task Force 
77, in conjunction with the U. 3. Air Force and Marine Air 
Wing was planned to begin in the early morning hours. Targets 
were hydro-electric installations in North Korea. 

Weather precluded the launchings until mid-afternoon. 
Approximately 20# planes from the task force, of which 53 planes 
were from the BOXER, participated in the raid. 
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Once again the Navy, particularly the BOXER planes, 
distinguished themselves in demonstrating the precision of 
dive-bombing on selected targets. BOXER aD’s made the initial 
attack on Suiho Dam. 



An F4U, piloted by LCDR W. o. KILLER, Commanding 
VF- 63 , was hit by enemy AA during the strike against Koysen 
No. 4 hydro-electric plant. The resulting fire forced 
LCDR KILLER to make a water landing south of Tanchon. The 
pilot was recovered by helocopter after spending a short period 
in his life raft. LCDR MILLER suffered painful though no 
serious burns about his face and hands. 

24 June 1952 - 

Group strength strikes against North Korean hydro- 
electric installations were again launched from four carriers. 
Results were effective. Included in the dispatches which were 
received congratulating TF-77 on the success of the action for 
23 and 24 June were; 


From CNO to CTF-77 and CG First MARAIKWING - 


"IT MAS WITH GREAT PRIDE THAT I READ THE DISPATCH 
AND NEWS REPORT OF THE MAGNIFICENT ACCOMPLISHMENT OF YOUR FORCES 
IN THE SUPER ATTACKS UPON THE NORTH KOREAN POWER IN ST ALLATION S . 
THE EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE OF DUTY AND HIGH COMB.-.T EFFECTIVENESS 
DEMONSTRATED 3Y YOUR FORCES AND PARTICULARLY THE PILOTo IN- 
VOLVED IN THE ACTUAL COMS..T ARE DESERVING OF THE HIGHEST PRAISE - 
AN INSPIRATION TO OUR OWN FEOPLE AND A WARNING TO THE ENEMY 
OF HIS INEVITABLE DEFEAT. WELL DONE." 

From COMNAVFE to C0M7THFLT - 

"IT IS WITH THE UTMOST PLEASURE THAT I PASS ALONG 
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM CINCFE FOR PUBLICATION TO THE OFFICERS 
AND MEN OF ALL UNITS PARTICIPATING." "I WISH TO EXPRESS MY 
DEEP ADMIRATION AND TO EXTEND MY FULLEST CONGRATULATIONS TO 
YOU FOR THE HIGH DEGREE OF PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE EXHIBITED 
BY ALL ELEMENTS OF YOUR COMMAND IN THE ATTACK ON THE NORTH 
KOREAN HYDRO ELECTRIC SYSTEM. THE RESULT OF THE ATTACK CON- 
TRIBUTED MATERIALLY TO THE REDUCTION OF THE ENEMY’S WAR MAKING 
POTENTIAL. THE COOPERATION AND COORDINATION BETWEEN N.-.VAL, 

KARINE AND AIR FORCES LEFT NOTHING TO BE DESIRED AND PERMITTED 
OF A MOST SUCCESSFUL OPERATION IN SPITE OF LAST MINUTE CHANGES 
IN THE TIM OF ATTACK. • 


4 - 



ORIGINAL 



DECLASSIFIED 


"IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO COMMEND SUCH A COM- 
PETENT AMD DEPSMDAI5I.E NAVAL COMPONENT WHICH HaS CONTRIBUTED 
SO MUCK TO THE SUCCESSFUL ACCOMPLISHMENT 0? ALL ASSIGNED 
MISSIONS IN WHICH THE ATTACK ON THE HYDRO ELECTRIC SYSTEM 
WAS CONDUCTED BE CONVEYED TO ALL MEMBERS OF YOUR COMMAND. 


" I SHOULD LIKE TO ADD THAT MY HEART SWELLS WITH 
PRIDE IN YOUR SUPERB PERFORMANCE. TO ALL HANDS A MUCH DESERVED 
WELL DOME." VADM R. P. BRISCOE. 


From GEN BARKUS FIFTH AIR FORCE to CTF-77: 


"MY HATS OFF TO THE NAVY FOR A TERRIFIC JOB. WE 
MUST GET TOGETHER AGAIN SOME TIME." SIGNED GEN BARKUS. " 


25 June 1952 - 

Air operations continued. 

26 Juno 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished, 

27 June 1952 •* 

Air operations continued, 

28 June 1952 - 

Inclement weather, haze and overcast over the force 
and target areas prevented operations after the early morning 
launches. 


29 June 1952 - 


No air operations due to weather, 
30 June 1952 - 

No air operations due to weather, 
1 July 1952 - 


The Task Force replenished, 
2-3 July 1952 - 


Air operations were conducted throughout the day. 
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4 July 1952 - 


Air operations continued. 

An F9F photo escort plane, piloted by LT. J. W. 
GRIFFITH, CAG-2 Staff, crashed and exploded upon impact south 
of Wonsan on Green 3, probably after being hit by enemy AA. 

Tho pilot was not seen to leave the plane and is listed as 
missing. 

5 July 1952 - 

Air operations continued. 

6 July 1052 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

At 1403 the BOXER in company with U.3.3. PHILIPPINE 
SEA and escorting units of the Task Force all comprising TE 77.02 
departed for Yokosuka, Japan, for a period of rest and re- 
creation and yard availability. OTC was COMCURDIV 3, RADM 
A. SOUCEK, USN. 

A new Navy re-provisioning record was probably 
established during replenishment. The following dispatches 
were received: 

From CTF-77 to BOXER - 

"FAST TIME PROVISIONING OF BOXER BY AL3TEDE SETTING 
A RECORD FOR THE FORCE OF 134.4 TONS PER HOUR IS ALSO BELIEVED 
TO SET AN ALL TIME NAVY RECORD X THIS SHOWS GREAT COORDINATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO SHIPS WHICH IS A REFLECTION OF CAREFUL PLANNING, 
GOOD ORGANIZATION AND EXCELLENT SEAMANSHIP X WELL DONE X" 

7 July 1952 - 

Snroute to Yokosuka. Anti-aircraft firing exer- 
cises were conducted during the afternoon. 

8 July 1952 - 

Arrived Yokosuka, Japan. 


HART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 
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PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft* 

PART V Personnel 


a. Casualties 

(1) There were no combat casualties suffered by 
Ship's Company personnel as a result of enemy 
action. Air Group casualties are reported in 
enclosure (1) of this report, 

b. Performance 

(1) Personnel performance and morale have been ex- 
cellent during the period of this report. During 
this period the average on board count of enlisted 
personnel is 1970, which number was satisfactory. 

(2) Critical shortages continued in EM, IC, RM, TE, 

MM, BT and SK rates. The on-board training pro- 
gram has been continued to train personnel of 
lower ratings to qualify for advancement. During 
the period of this report, 5 enlisted men were 
transferred and 107 received, 

c. Recreation 


(1) The following activities were initiated for the 

welfare of officers and enlisted men: 

(a) Issue of daily ship's newspaper, 

(b) Daily newscast over PA system. 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

(d) Hobby Shop opened for issue of material one 
hour on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

(e) Exercise rooms for physical conditioning of 
officers and' enlisted .men. 

(f) A Happy Hour, -featuring boxing and other 
entertainment, was held on 7 July, 

(g) ohip’s Library opened at regular hours for 
all hands. 

•(h) fhe Commissary Officer maintains a record of 
birthday and anniversary dates of all enlisted 
personnel. Names of men having birthdays 
appear in the Plan of the Day with a request 
to report to Commissary Office to receive 
birthday cake and ice cream. 
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(i) A Divisional softball league was started 
during in-port period for recreation and 
entertainment. 

(j) Small quotas allotted for Rest and Re- 
cuperation have been supplemented by three- 
day leave periods for officers and enlisted 
men, 

(2) Movies were shown daily. During the operation, 
111 different programs were shown a total of 
156 times. A late night program was shown in 
the training Room for personnel unable to attend 
regular showings. 

(3) The Hobby Shop was well patronized; Craft 
supplies were leather, plastic, models, and 
paints. The space occupied by the shop is quite 
small and no work is actually dono there. The 
space is used for sale of material only. It is 
estimated that approximately 10 percent of the 
crew were engaged in hobby craft work. 

d. Religious Activities 

(1) Divine services were held as follows: 

(a) Catholic Mass daily; Catholic Evening 
Devotions daily; Protestant Worship evepy 
Sunday; Latter Day Saints services every 
week; Jewish Services every week. 

(b) The Ship’s Chapel was open at all times to 
men of all faiths for spiritual reading 
and prayer. 

e. Venereal Disease . An analysis of the incidence of 
venereal disease was made as of 30 June. A total of 
392 VD cases have been treated. ’ Despite a compre- 
hensive and continuing shipboard program of VD edu- 
cation, approximately \k% of the crew have been in- 
fected with venereal disease in Japan. Increased 
emphasis is being placed on all phases of VD education 
to insure that all men receive thorough and continuing 
instruction on venereal disease prevention; 

f. Personnel Turn-over . The following personnel data, 
although not confined to the period covered by this 
action report, are included herewith for information. 
The heavy turn-over of both officer and enlisted 
personnel during period August 1951 through June 1952 
is apparent from the following analyses. 
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(a) average months on board by rank for period 
August 1951 through June 1952: 


RANK 

AV. MONTHS ON BD 

RANK 

AV MONTI 

CDR 

9.2 

ENS 

7.0 

LCDR 

9.3 

CWO 

11.6 

LT 

10.3 

WO 

7.5 

LTJG 

11.1 




The over-all months-on-board average for 
all officers during this 11 month period 
was 9.5 months. 


(b) Turn-over of Officer Personnel - August 1951 
through Pay 1952: 


RANK 

CDR 

LCDR LT LTJG 

ENS 

CWO WO 

GAINS 

6 

6 12 21 

22 

4 

4 

LOSSES 

7 

6 17 16 

15 

3 

1 

$ TURN- 
OVER 

31.2$ 

54.6$ 35.3$ 74$ 

63.6$ 

50$ 


The over-all turn-over percentage for all 
ranks during this 11 month period was 69$. 


(2) ENLISTED . The following tabulation shows turn- 
over of enlisted personnel by rating groups 
during period August 1951 through Play 1952: 


RATING GROUP ' 

I - DECtf 

II - ORD 

III - ELECT 

V - ADMIN & CLER 

VI - MI SC 

NON -RATED SA - SN 

VII - ENG - HULL 
NON -RATED FA - FN 

IX - AVIATION 
NON -RATED AA - AN 

X - MED 

XI - DEN 

XII - STEWARD 


Over-all percentage 
period was 62$*^ 


BUPERS 


allow: 

GAINS 

LOSSEi 

102 

29 

88 

73 

25 

65 

21 

12 

17 

147 

77 

164 

30 

13 

21 

470 

490 

175 

301 

93 

239 

203 

92 

68 

162 

93 

207 

349 

230 

100 

25 

13 

18 

4 

4 
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a. Operations 

(1) CIC 

During the period of this report, all functions 
of CIC were satisfactorily performed. 

This report covers a short period during which 
four (4) carriers were operating with the force. The comm- 
unications problems inherent in this particular antennae in- 
stallation were considerably increased. I'/hen using the AN/ 
ARC’S with the greater numbers of aircraft airborne*, the 
feed-over from one channel to another made efficient CAP con- 
trol and 'strike control impossible. Since any TDQ transmission 
blocked the Screen Common, the TDQ/RCK’s could not be used. 

A representative from the Operations Evaluation 
Group of CNO was aboard during this period to make a detailed 
study of the performance of the SX and SPS-6B radars. Although 
complete results of the study are not yet available, the curve 
of detection range plotted against altitude of target reveals 
that both radars are operating at peak performance. 

(2) Photo Interpretation 

aerial photography and the photo interpretation 
section covered the following assignments during the period of 
this report: 

1. Anti-aircraft defense studies 

2. Target searches and target studies 

3. Damage Assessment 

4. Special photography as called for by units other 
than TF-77. 


The departure from strict interdiction operations 
brought about a more diversified program of photo intelligence.. 
More photo coverage was flown and interpreted for target studies 
and damage assessment than the routine flak studies. 

Flak studios continued to be of major importance 
and the volume of photography for this purpose accounted for a 
high percentage of the time spent on interpretation and pro- 
duction of pictorial aids to the air groups. The enemys AA 
defenses in the Navy area were more or less stable in their 
location. ^'-vfch M-.o major shifting of AA defenses was • detected 
during this period, 
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The problem of space, personnel, and equipment 
has been partially solved. The Photo Interpretation section 
is at present functioning in the Ozalid room aboard ship. The 
section is operating with the following personnel: 

1. Cne Photo Interpretation Officer (TAD to the ship) 

2. One AF3 (Full time - from the Air Group) 

3. One AF3 (Part time - from the Air Group) 

4. One Musician oeaman (Part time - from the ship) 

Photo Interpretation provides at minimum 7 5 % 
of the basic intelligence information of the enemies install- 
ations and operations in this theater. An infinite amount of 
intelligence information is available in Aerial Photography 
and it is possible to find and evaluate only a part of this 
information with the inadequacies that exist in space allot- 
ment and provision for trained personnel. 

The Air Groups effectiveness against an assigned 
target is very strongly dependent upon information as to ta.rget 
location and description. Too much time and effort cannot be 
spent in providing a description of the target, its environment 
as to terrain and AA defenses to the striking groups. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



1. A Photo Interpreter, trained officer or enlisted man 
be assigned to the Air Group with the full-time duty of pro- 
viding photo intelligence target information to the air Group. 

-2. A Photo Interpretation team be assigned to each CV 
type carrier. The team to consist of one Photo Interpretation 
officer and two Photo Interpretation trained men with back- 
grounds in photography and drafting if possible. This is the 
minimum complement needed to provide for effective operational 
evaluation and dissemenation of photo intelligence aboard a 
CV type ship. 

3. A space for the Photo Interpretation section be desig- 
nated aboard all CV type ships. The space to be properly out- 
fitted with chart tables, sliding chart panels and proper 
lighting for Photo Interpretation work. 

(3) Aerology 

Period 9 June to 3 July was characterized by 
the normal southerly monsoon with south winds being observed 
51. of the time. Average wind velocities remained low with 
an average wind of li.3 knots and an average minimum wind of 
4.5 knots. 
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Visibilities increased materially over the pre- 
ceding month with 91$ of all observations showing 6 miles or 
more. The prevalence of fog showed a sharp decrease being 
observed only 2.9$ of the time as compared to 7.9$ for the pre- 
ceding month. 


The average temperature of 67.6 degrees shows 
a rapid rise over May’s average of 57.7 degrees and the average 
relative humidity of 85$ showed a 5$ increase. 

Pressure and frontal systems continued to bo 
relatively woak but the increase of associated cloudiness and 
precipitation was apparent. 

Operations were suspended because of weather 
when a low forming on the Polar Front in the East China bea, 
moved northward into the Yellow Sea, and across central Korea 
into the Sea of Japan, The circulation associated with the 
low, and a well developed extension of the s em i - p e rman e n t 
Facific High, brought warm, moist, Maritime Tropical Air over 
the operating and target areas causing considerable low cloudi- 
ness and fog. This low established the Polar Front through the 
area and caused operating conditions to be adverse for about 
five days. 


Favorable flying conditions (ceilings 1000 
feet or higher and visibilities 3 miles or more) were observed 
93$ of the operating period. 

b. Gunnery 

(1) Two material casualties occured on the ship’s 
ordnance equipment. 

a. The first, involving the Power Drive of #51 
Twin 5"/3$ Cal. Mount placed the mount out of commission for 
approximately one week, bymptoms of the casualty were indi- 
cated by the motor running hot and before the motor could be 
stopped the controller relays burned out. The entire Train 
Unit was disassembled. All equipment was inspected and checked. 
The cause was found to be worn bearings and gears in the Plane- 
tary Reduction Gear assembly. Worn gears and bearings wore 
replaced from spares, equipment reassembled by ship’s force 
Gunners Mates and is now operating satisfactorily. 

Analysis of the casualty indicated that the 
worn bearings and reduction gears caused an abnormal overload 
on the drive motors with resulting overload on the controller 

circuits. 
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Inspection of the remaining drives by 
Navy Yard has been requested for next Navy Yard overhaul. 

This request is considered justified due to shortage of trained 
personnel. 

b. The second material casualty involved the 
Dead Time Prediction Multiplier in the $1, Kk 1A Computer. 

This casualty was made evident by A Test tolerances being ex- 
cessive. Inspection was made and the casualty was found to be 
sheared teeth on an aluminum alloy helical gear meshing with 
a steel helical gear in the Dead Time input gear train to the 
Dead Time Prediction Multiplier. Replacement gears are not 
carried on allowance lists. Two matching miter gears were 
manufactured by ship’s force machine shoo and installed since 
manufacture of helical gears is beyond the capacity of ship’s 
force. After necessary adjustments were made tests were run 
that were satisfactory. The computer was out of commission 
approximately 48 hours. 

Analysis of the casualty indicates that a 
poor mesh of the original gears was made when installed by 
Factory or Activity that performed Kk 1A change. 

(2) Anti-Aircraft Firing Exercises wore conducted on 
6 occasions: 

Replenishment Period - 11 June - orna.il Drone 

Replenishment Period - 19 Dune - ’’.Baker” & "Oboe’*' runs 

Replenishment Period - 11 July - Small Drones 

Operating Teriod - 4 Duly - ’’Baker” & ’’George” runs 

Operating Period - 5 Duly - ’’Baker” & ’’George” runs 

Enroute from Operating 

area to Yokosuka, - 7 Duly - ’’Baker” & ’’George" runs 

Japan 

Ship’s Gun Ammunition Expended. 

5”/3S 40MM 

AAC (MTF) - 137 rds. HEIT - 65# rds* 

AAC (VT) - 13 rds. BL&T - 164 rds. 

A total of eight towed sleeves and one Small 
Drone were shot down by shin’s guns during this period. 
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Deck Seamanship: 

(1) On 9 June 1952, the ship made preparations 
to get underway from Buoy #10, Yokosuka Harbor, Japan. The 
sea was choppy and a moderate wind prevailed, both making for 
dangerous working conditions on the buoy. In attempting to 
unmoor, the pin (free end) froze in the mooring shackle, due 
to having been burred while trying to remove it. In order to 
hasten departure, it was necessary to break the port chain at 
tho 15 fathom detachable link. This left the first shot of 

the port chain, as well as the detachable link, mooring shackle, 
and pin connected to Buoy #10, In order to prevent a similar 
recurrence, two spare mooring shackle pins have been milled 
down on tho free end, forming an approximate 30° bevel about 
the periphery. 

(2) The ship replenished on the following days, 
with no casualties or losses: 

June 11, 15, 19, 22, 26 
July 1, 6 


On 6 July 1952, during replenishment oper- 
ations, a new all Navy record of 134.4 tons per hour was reached 
when loading provisions from the U.S.3. ALsTEDS (AF-43)* 

(3) The ship refueled destroyers on the following 

days: 

June 14, 17 j 1$, 24, 30 
July 2, 3, 4 

On 3 July 1952, while refueling the destroyer 
U.S.'S. PIERCE, heavy swells were encountered making for diffi- 
cult station keeping. On one such swell, the destroyer veered 
away, causing the number 1 hose to become extremely taught, all 
throe saddles having been slacked, resulting in the #1 section 
tricing cn a bad kink and receiving damage to threads, the #5 
section parted about 1$ ,? outboard of the #3 saddle. The easing 
out line on the number 2 hose (on the destroyer) parted and no 
damage was taken by the hose, 

(4) High line transfers were made from destroyers 
on the following days with no casualties or losses: 

June 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 1^, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 26, 30 
July 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 
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Approximately 150 personnel transfers were 
made. The twin chair rig was used on the majority of the per- 
sonnel transfers. It is noted that when using the forward 
high line with the twin chair rig, the destroyers being out 
about $0 feet, 2 personnel could be transferred every 50 seconds. 
On the 26th of June 1952, 49 personnel plus their baggage, 
were transferred in 30 minutes, 

D. J. SULLIVAN 
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Subj: Report of Operations for period 21 - 24 July 1952 


Enel: (1) Flight Track Charts 

( 2 ) Report of squadron flights during joint operations, 
22 July 1952 


1. Report of operations for the period 21 July through 24 July 
1952 is hereby submitted, 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 
a* Composition 

(1) In accordance with C0M7THFLT Confidential dispatch 
29054SZ July 1952, the U.S.3. BOXER (CV-21), and the U.S.S. 

FRANK KNOX (DDR-742) forming TE 77.31, got underway the morning 
of 21 July 1952 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the area off the 
East coast of Japan, Training consisted of anti-aircraft firing 
exercises, simulated air attacks on selected inland air bases 
and ASW exercises with CTG 96,7* 


(2) The OTC was CAPTAIN D. J. SULLIVAN, USN, Commanding 
Officer U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), 


PART II Chronological Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the activities of TE 
77.31 during the period of this Action Report, 

21 July 1952 - 

At 0732 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan. 

At 1145 commenced launching aircraft to conduct tact- 
ical training exercises. Two ADW’s and 4 ADN’s conducted ASW 
exercise Y-Sl-AW with CTG 96,7. 


At 1200 AA firing at towed sleeves was conducted. At 
1400 40 props were launched for squadron tactics. Conducted 
carrier qualification landings for 5 pilots of VU-5A with 
F6F-5 aircraft. 




22 July 1952 - 


At 0#45' commenced launching aircraft (Four jets and 
nineteen props), for simulated attacks on Tachikawa and Yokota 
airfields. These invading BOXER aircraft successfully accom- 
plished their mission. No interception occurred until after 
retirement. 

At 1045 1& props and 4 jets were launched to make a 
simulated strike on Atsugi air base Yokohama AA defenses. 
Defending Air Force planes intercepted this flight. 

At 1430 12 AD f s and 6 jets were launched for Johnson and 
Tachikawa Air Bases. This flight was intercepted by Air Force 
planes before arrival over target area, 

23 July 1952 - 

Weather postponed the launching of the scheduled sim- 
ulated attacks. 

At 1030 the first simulated strike on Misawa waa 
launched and reached target area at 1200. The flight was success 
fully completed and was not intercepted until after retirement 
from the Misawa area. 

The scheduled simulated attack on Chitose Air Force 
Base was cancelled because of weather. 

At 1230 the last strike of this tactical training 
period was launched. At 1400 the flight arrived over the Misawa 
target area. The mission was accomplished and no interception 
occured until after retirement. 

24 July 1952 - 

The BOXER returned to the Port of Yokosuka, Japan. 

At 1030 the ship moored alongside Berth 12 (Piedmont Pier). 

PART III Performance Ordnance Material and Equipment 

No comment. 

PART IV Battle Damage 

During the performance of the air tactical training exercises 
no damage was sustained by the ship or aircraft. 
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PART V Personnel 


No casualties were suffered by the ships company or air 
group during the performance of the training exercises. 

PART VI Comments 


a. Communications 

(1) For this period, communications with the air 
defense forces were established on one voice and one CW net. 

On 21 July from 10001 until 19001 no contact with Air Force 
stations was made although continual efforts were made to 
establish communications. This caused concern as to whether 
correct frequencies were being used. At about 19001 com- 
munication was established with a ir Force stations on night 
frequencies, both voice and CW. Contact was maintained, both 
day and night, for the remainder of the period of this report. 
Frequencies used by this command on 21 July while attempting 
contact were correct, 

(2) Excessive teletype signal interference was en- 
countered most of tho period on 10900 KC, the day alternate 
CW frequency. CW interference was considerable on the day 
voice frequency. Reception was excellent on both voice and 
CW night frequencies. 

(3) In general, communications, once established, 

were good, 

b. Aerology 

(1) During the period 21 to 24 July the operating 
area was under the influence of a westward extension of the 
semi-permanent Pacific High. This high pressure area caused 
predominantly clear skies, which with an average wind vel- 
ocities of 10.2 knots made operating conditions mostly ideal. 
Adverse weather conditions were encountered during the morning 
of 23 July when fog and marginal fog conditions caused can- 
cellation of early morning flight operations, 

c. Gunnery 

(1) Concerning the AA exercises on 21 July the per- 
formance and accuracy of the gun crews was considered excellent 

SHIPS GUN AMMUNITION EXPENDED: 

5"/3S 4-OMM 

MTF - 33 Rounds HEIT - iF'Rounds 
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The flight of 6 AD's and 12 F4U'8 in company with 2 RCM planes was 
launched at a point 45 miles east of Onahama and proceeded to the coast at a 
point midway between the radar stations at Hitachi and Haranomachi at 4,000 
feet# 

Five miles inland the flight turned north for a feint of about 10 miles 
at which time the strike group dropped to an altitude of about 1,000 feet 
above the terrain and proceeded to points B, C, D, and E as shown on the 
accompanying track chart. 

The RCM planes continued in a northerly direction for 10 minutes dropping 
"window" in small amounts# After remaining in this general area for an addi- 
tional 10 minutes the RCM planes returned to the ship. 

At point E, about 20 miles from the target the strike group commenced 
a maximum power c limb from low altitude to 10,500 feet from which point a 
dive bombing run was executed at 10001 on the gun positions and installations 
at Tachikawa and Takoto. 

The jet flight was launched about 30 minutes after the strike group and 
arrived in a position over the strike group at Point E, They proceeded in 
this cover position to the target and initiated their runs on flak positions 
just prior to the prop attack. 

All planes retired at maximum speed and low altitude to Tokyo Bay where 
they rendezvoused under cover of the jets, and returned to the ship. 

The only opposing VF sight od during the attack was an F9r sighted by 
the jots near Point E, This plane apparantly did not sight the F9F’s as no 
interception was attempted. 
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Departed US 5 BOXER at 1030, 23 July 1952 proceeded to Hei Saki 
(point Able) with eight F4U's, six AD f s, and one ADN on course 345 and 
altitude 500*. Arriving there at 1121* 

One 360 degree circle was made at Miyako climbing to 2500* and 
proceeded on course 270 degrees maintaining approximately 800* above 
the terrain through the valley to point Baker. Ten miles before ar- 
riving at point Baker, one ADN was dispatched on heading 000, 7000* 
altitude and instructed to drop window. The remainder of the flight 
proceeded through point Charlie to point Dog maintaining 500* above ter- 
rain, indicated airspeed 170 knots. At point Dog a high power climb 
was initiated on heading 030 degrees and 7000* altitude obtained at 
push over point just southwest of Misawa Field, 

A coordinated attack on the field was made from southwest to 
northeast at 1158 with recovery ovorthe' ocean and rendezvous effected 
at 2000*, three miles from the beach. (Rendezvous included the one 
ADN aircraft). Departure was taken from this point at 1203 south 
along the coastline at 2500* , 

At 1213 in the vicinity of Kuji-wan Bay two F84 aircraft were 
sighted high at three 0 * clock. Several attacks were made and the two 
aircraft departed at 1217. After the first two attacks no further 
attempts were made to counter. The flight then proceeded to Hei 
Seki (point Able) climbed to 4000* and proceeded on course 160 degrees 
to the carrier. 
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The flight rondezvousod at normal altitudes of 1,500 feet for AD's and 
2,000 feet'for F4TJ*s and then dropped down to 500 feet upon departing BOXER 
for Point Able, This altitude was maintained until the coast and Point Ablo 
was reached at which time a climbing left turn of 360 degrees was made to 
1,500 feet. This altitude was maintained from Point Able to Point Dog, Be- 
tween Point Able and Point Baker the jet escort rendezvoused with the flight. 
Between Point Baker and Point Charlie the flight was intercepted by approxi- 
mately 12 Air Force jot fighters of the P80, P84, and P94 types. The inter- 
ceptors made continuous runs on the flight the rest of the way into the 
targets and to the east side of Tokyo Bay during the retirement. 

The flight split at Point Dog and started a high-power climb, the AD's 
heading for Atsugi and the F4U's for assigned gun battery positions around 
Yokohama. The jet escort accompanied the AD's and went in on Atsugi air- 
field first in flak suppression runs, AD’s followed in clean glide-bombing 
runs from 7,500 feet. The F4U's did glide-bombing from approximately 5,000 
feet. 


Both flights then returned to Point Able at high speed, at an altitude 
of 4,000 feet, where a rendezvous was effected for return to the BOXER, Two 
jets, two AD's, and two F4U's landed at Atsugi due to engine troubles and 
low fuel in one jet. Return to the BOXER was made at an altitude of 4,000 
feet. 
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The^flight made a normal rendezvous and began to climb slowly 
enroute to point Able. Base altitude at the time of reaching the 
coast was 7500* « A port turn was mode and the flight proceeded south 
along the coast for about 10 miles to consume time. This was fol- 
lowed by a 180 degree reversal of course and a return to point Able, 
letting down to 3500’ • Between point Able and point Baker the flight 
descended to 3000* to renein below the overcast. At point Baker, a 
NR "window-dropping" plane was detached accompanied by one AD wing- 
man. Tkefc'two planes began a climb above the flight to point Charlie., 
where they then turned to the starboard and headed for the coast, HP 0 ® 
reaching the coast they turned north, still climbing and intermittently 
dropping window. About half-way between the point where they first 
reached til coast and the Masawa Air Base they were intercepted by two 
Air Force Jets at 12,000*, In the meantime the strike group contj^aed 
inland toward point Dog under cloud cover and at tree-top altitude, 

A turn to (starboard was made short of point Dog and .the coastline was 
finally reached at the post-ettoch rendezvous point* Here a 360 degree 
climbing turn was made to 4500* and than the £417*8 headed directly 
for Misawa Air Base followed by the AD’s, About five miles from the 
target a P80 type Jet was passed going in the opposite direction at 
the seme altitude, but no interception was attempted. Jet fighters 
were caught by the F4U*s on their take-off run and would have been 
shot down. The AD's simulated on attack on perked jots at the ail* base. 

Retirement was due east to the coast line, followed by a 270 degree 
turn and retirement to the rendezvous point. At this time intercepting 
jets made runs on the formation. 

Departure for the Boxer was mad© on a mag. heading of 165 at an 
altitude of 4000*. This was gradually increased to 5000* and held 
until 20 miles from the Boxer when a gradual let-dewn was started. 
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TARGET - - Johnson A.F.B. 
ATTACK TIME - - l£>00 
LAUNCH TIME - - 1430 

After rendezvous the high altitude element of the strike group, 
consisting of 12 FAC's, flew to the coastline at an altitude of 500 < 
arriving at a position 75 miles north of Mi to, from this position a 
1000 ft/min. climb was initiated causing the group to arrive just north 
of Mito at 19,000 ft., 1530 hours* The fighter escort, which consist- 
ed of 6 F9F f s, had arrived at this point earlier to await the arrival 
of the strike group. Soon after arriving over Mito at 2pp00 ft. they 
were attacked by 4 F94's. The F9F'a were still Under attack when the 
strike group arrived. The F9F*s immediately rendezvoused on the strike 
group, in order to escort them to the target, and were followed by the 
intercepting F94's. As the strike group proceeded on a course of 290 
degrees T the intercepting planes tracked them, but made no effort to 
attack. Immediately after the strike group turned to a true heading 
of 175 degrees, the F94's commenced attacking and continued to do so 
until the glide bombing run on the target was completed. It is felt 
that, had the strike leader instructed the escorting F9F's to stay 
olettF,the strike group would have escaped interception. 

The low element of the group consisted of 6 AD's and 6 FAC's. 

After launch they proceeded to the coastline at an altitude of 500'. 

A fun in to the target was initiated from the vicinity of Otaha stay- 
ing at an altitude of 500'. Shortly before reaching the Tcne-Gawa 
River a high speed climb to 10,000 ft* was commenced and during the 
climb the strike group was sighted by a flight of F5l's. Shortly after 
being sighted attacks were made by the F51's and a number of effective - 
runs were made prior to reaching a "push over" point for the ensuing 
dive bombing runs. 

Prior to the time that either element reached the coastline, two 
AD countermeasure aircraft commenced a run on a heading of 080 T degrees 
south of Tokyo bay. Dispensing window, as these aircraft turned to a 
heading of north for the final run on the target they were intercept- 
ed by 2 F9f 's and theoretically put out of action. However, they con- 
tinued the attack and saturated this target area with window* 


All elements of the attacking group were effectively intercepted 
prior to attack on the targets. 
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From; Commanding Officer 

To; Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN . . 

(2 j Commander Seventh Fleet OQ Jy. , 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far Bast 

(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet * 


Subj: *;ion Report for the period 1 August through 11 

August 1952 


Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3480.4 

Bn cl: (1) CVG-2 conf Ifcr ser 010 dtd 14 August 1952 Action 

Report of Carrier Air Group TWO Tl-U August 1952 )<f i j 

1. In compliance with OpNav Instruction 3400*4 the Action 
Report for the period 1 august through 11 August 1952 is hereby 
submitted. 


part I Composition of ; Own Forces md Klsalon 
a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with Task Element 77*01 confidential 
dispatch 0106001 of August, the U.S.S. BOXES 1CV-21), with 
Commander Carrier Division THREE embarked, got underway on the 
morning of 1 August 1952, from Yokosuka , Ja pan tc the operating 
area and rendesvoused with Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN in the Sea 
of Japan on the morning of 4 August 1952, Task Force SEVENTY - 
SEVEN was composed of the U.3,3. BOXER (CV-21), the U.S. 3. 

ESSEX (CV-9), and heavy support and screen ships, 

(2) RABM A. SOUCEK. USN Commander Carrier Division THREE 
relieved RACK REGAN. USN, Commander Carrier Division ONE, as OTC 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. The U.S.S, BOXER (CV-21), upon 
rendezvousing with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN relieved the U.S.S, 
BON HOr ... RICHARD (CV-31) which departed TF-77 for Yokosuka, 
Japan. 


MISSION 

The mission of this force, as set forth by CTF-77 OpOrder 
No. 22-51, second revision, was to conduct a systematic program 
of air and surface interdiction, provide close air support of 
ground operations, assist in maintaining control of vital sea 
areas and operate as a fast carrier task force when directed, 
in order to support UN Forces in Korea and to support the policy 
of the United States in the Far East. 
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PART II CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 


* 


a. The following is an outline of the BOXER’S employment 
during tho period of this action Report# 

1 August 1952 

At 0640. the BOXER, escorted by the following ships, tho 
U.3. 3. oPROSTQN (DDE-577), U.S.S. 3TEMBEL (DD-644). and the 
U.3.3. JENKINS (DDE-447), forming Task Element 77*01, departed 
Yokosuka, Japan, for the operating area# 

Emergency drills and exercises were conducted throughout 
tho day in preparation for the forthcoming change of command# 

2 .aigust 1952 

Enr te to the oner: ting area. During the morning, the 
destroyers U.S.S. T..YLCR (DDE-463) and the U.S.S. WALKER 
(DDE-517) joined TE 77.01. Departmental inspections were con- 
ducted as ordered, incident to the forthcoming change of com- 
mand. 

3 August 1952 

Group Air Tactics were conducted. 

4 August 1952 

At 0640, the BOXER and TE 77*01 rendezvoused with Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

At 0930 CAPTAIN MARSHALL B. GURNEY, U3N, relieved CAPTAIN 
DENNIS J. SULLIVAN, USN, as Commanding Officer, U.o.3. BOXER 
(CV-21). 

At 1324 ComCarDiv THREE relieved ComCarDiv ONE as CTF 77 
and assumed tactical command of the Task Force# 

The Task Force replenished, 

5 August 1952 

Commencing at 0300, a total of one hundred and six (106) 
combat sorties were launched. 

6 August 1952 

Eight combat sorties had been launched when the outbreak 
of a fire on the hangar deck precluded further flight operations# 

In a matter of seconds the hangar deck was a raging inferno as 
a result of the explosion of a gasoline tank on one airplane 
which quickly set off others# On deck there were some 5$ air- 
craft loaded with ammunition including high explosive, frag- 

X 

• 2 * 
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f and 50 Cal. and 201®! ammunition. The 

ship was making 30 knots at the time. The decision to be made 
was "whether to launch what was on deck with a view of saving 
planes or to take a chance and taxi the pianos forward, jet- 
tison the bombs and ammunition, reduce the ships speed end fight 
the fire. n The latter, of course, was chosen. The first re- 
port received indicated it to be a port side fire, whan actually 
the entire hangar deck was enveloped in flames even though the 
fire had broken out on the port side. Word was soon received 
that entry to the hangar deck could not be made on the star- 
board side and that the flames would have to be attacked from 
the Number TWO elevator, which was in the raised position, 
i.ccordingly , a turn was made to starboard sc that the fire 
fighting crews could enter the hangar deck from up wind. There 
followed a grim fight on the part oi the crew to control the 
fj.rc in spite of 50 Cal. and 20MK shells exploding all over the 
hangar deck* Tho holocaust was added to by the exploding of a 
500 pound bomb* Sixty-three men who were trapped, jumped over 
the side and were quickly readied by attending helicopters, des- 
troyers and cruisers* The smoke was terrific end enveloped the 
entire ship. Engineering spaces were almost untenable and two 
fire rooms had to be abandoned. It was at this point that con- 
siderable doubt existed as to our ability to control the fife. A fur- 
ther loss of power would have left us dead in the water and 
without water pressure for the fire hoses. Fortunately, ten- 
acious men in the engineering department hung on to tho point 
of exhaus* :n until the flames could be controlled. The Damage 
Control Central Station functioned throughout and was in con- 
stant communication with its four repair parties. Ivory man 
not trapped below unhesitatingly entered the inferno without 
regard to personal danger from exploding ammunition and bombs. 

The performance of the crew was magnificent and was a most im- 
pressive demonstration of a selflessness, determination and 
teamwork. Hhile the fire fighting was progressing on tho hangar 
dock, crews on the flight deck removed bombs and ammunition from 
aircraft and ready service lockors thus eliminating a terrible 
throat against tho life of the ship, <.fter having accomplished 
this herculean task in a matter of minutes, these men turned to 
the business of fighting the fire* ft was from U to 5 hours 
Inter before we could be sure that there was no additional throat 
of fire, enter spaces, and determine who of those who had been 
trapped were safe and who of those who had been driven ever the 
side had been rescued by accompanying ships. The final total 
was determined to be: 8 dead, 1 missing, 1 critically injured, 

1 seriously burned and some 70 overcome by smoke. Of the 63 
who had gone over the side, all were rescued and returned to 
the ship. 

Work was immediately started to make repairs and restore 
the ship to operating condition after assessing the damage. By 
dint of whole hearted effort on the part of the crew, the ship 
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was restored to a condition in which it could operate its air- 
craft, IS aircraft were damaged or destroyed. It was decided 
by higher authority that the ship was to return to the Repair 
Base at Yokosuka to get rid of its duds, receive replacement 
aircraft, make minimum repairs and return to the operating line. 

The following dispatch was received by the BOXER from CTF 77: 

MY ADMIRATION FOR YOU iJ*D YOUR FINE CREW 13 GREATER THAN EVER X 
PERFORMANCE WAS MAGNIFICENT X 

7 August 1952 

In compliance with CTF 77 confidential dispatch 0613262 

? lans were made to depart TF 77 on 8 July for repairs in 
okosuka, Japan, 

No flight operations were conducted, 

8 August 1952 

At 15001 the BOXER, escorted by the U.S.S. PERKINS (DDR-877)» 
departed TF 77 enrouto to Yokosuka in accordance with CTF 77 
confidential dispatch 0802522, 

9 August 1952 

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan for repairs, 

10 August 1952 

In the early morning the escort ship U.S.S. PERKINs (DDR-877) 
departed the BOXER to return to TF 77 In compliance with CTF 77 
confidential dispatch 080252Z. 

During the afternoon, Memorial services were held to hono* 
those who lost their lives during this tour of duty, 

v 

11 August 1952 

«.r. _ved Yokosuka, Japan in early morning for repairs. 
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a, Anti-Aircraft Firing Sxcrcises were conducted on 2 
occasions; performance was considered satisfactory. The dates 
of firing are listed below: 

(1) Siroute from Yokosuka, Japan to operating area, 

2 August IP 5 2 - BiJCEd, GEORGE and HOW runs, 

(2) Replenishment Period U august 1952 - 

BAKER and OBOE runs, 

b, oee enclosure (1) for ammunition expended during unti- 
Aircraft exercises and ammunition jettisoned during the fire, 

F/.RT IV Battle Daraag p 

a. No battle damage v/as sustained by the ship as a result 
of enemy action. Included under Damage Control and Gunnery is 
a resume of damage resulting from the fire of 6 august 1952, 

PART ¥ Personnel 

a. Casualties 

(1) There wore no combat casualties suffered by ohip’s 
Company personnel as a result of enemy action. .*ir Group cas- 
ualties are reported in enclosure (!) of this report, 

(2) One officer and eight enlisted men were killed as 
a result of fire cn the BOXER on 6 August. Two of the enlisted 
personnel were attached to the Karine Detachment of the BOXER: 

KOSUKI, Arthur K. PFC, USMC 
R0UL3T0K, Terrell R. CPL, USMC 

The rema* of the casualties were Carrier **ir Group TWO per- 
sonnel ani are reported in enclosure (1), 

b. Performance 


(1) Personnel performance and morale have been excellent 
during the period of this report. The average cn-board count 

of enlisted personnel was 2012, which was satisfactory, 

(2) Critical shortages continue in EM, 10, KM, BT, 

RK, SK , and QM rates. The on-board training program has been 
continued to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for 
advancensont. During the period of this report, there wore no 
transfers or receipts of enlisted personnel. 


V 



} 

c. (1) Tho following activities were initiated for the 
welfare of officers and enlisted men: 


(e) 

(f) 

(g) 


Issue of daily ship’s newspaper. 

Daily newscast over P.A. System. 

Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

Hobby Shop opened for issue of material 
one hour on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

Exercise rooms for physical conditioning of 
officers and enlisted men. 

Ship’s library opened at regular hours for 
all hands. 

The Commissary Officer maintains a record of 
birthday anniversary dates for all enlisted 

? ersonnel. Men are notified in the Plan of 
he Day to report to Commissary Office on 
their birthdays to receive free cako and 
ice cream. 


(2) Movies are shown daily. During the operation, 

16 different programs were shown a total of U& times. A late 
night movie was shown in the Training Room for personnel unable 
to attend regular showings. 


(3) The Hobby Shop was well patronized. Craft 
supplies were leather plastic, models, and paints. The space 
occupied by the shop is quite small and no work is actually 
done there. The space is used for sale of material only. 


d. R eligious Activities 

(1) Divine Services were held as follows: 

(a) Catholic Mass daily; Catholic Evening De- 
votions daily; Protestant Worship every 
Sunday; Latter Day Saints services, Christian 
science Services, and Jewish Services were 
held. 

(b) The Ship’s Chapel was open at all times to 
men of all faiths for spiritual reading and 
prayer. 

(c) Memorial services were held on 10 August for 
seven pilots ki lled or missing in action 
since the BOXER left tho continental United 
States last February and for the one officer 
and eight men who died a3 a result of a fire 
in the ship on 6 August 1952. 
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The operating area was under the domination of 
a weak high pressure area during the period 4 through $ August, 
scattered to broken cumulus of fair weather with a minimum of 
riddle and high clouds prevailed throughout period, 'tfinds 
continued light with sn average velocity of 9 knots and an 
averaec minimum velocity of 2.5 knots* Operations were net 
suspended because of wi ther during the period. 

At 06/i5I on 6 August, the ^erolcyical Office 
was secure* 4 because of heavy smoke from the fin on the hmpar 
deck. Nor. . operations were resumed, at 111511. Investigation 
revealed that the only dams go sustained in horology, outside 
of superficial d-rmeru from smoke and water, was to the anemo- 
meter reoaetor unit which short-circuit d when the intense 
heat in the office caused condensation inside the unit, 

(2) Photo Interpretation 

The Photo Interpretation section trade a damage 
assessment and flak study cf hydro-elcctric plants in the Navy 
area, A flak study touraid was also made up from the photo 
coverage of the one day operating period, 

RFCOKFFN DAT IONS 

Optical glass should bo used in the camera ports in ths 
F9F type photo aircraft in place of the- plexiglass covers, new 
in use. It is estimated through comparison that a 20 par cent 
increase in quality of photography could be anticipated. A 
large amount of distortion is obtained ss^ccir.lly in low alti- 
tude oblique typo photography from the plcxiglas camera ports, 

b. Damage Control 

The fire of 6 August caused considerable damage to 
both the ships structure and to equipment . a list of damaged 
or destroyed gunnery equipment will be found in Gunnery Com- 
ments. Other damages ere listed below: 

STRUCTURAL DAMAGES J 

Forward bulkhead beam of Arresting Goar 9 and 10 apace 
buckled, Fr. 125, ..thwart ships beam ( heavy ) at frame 121 
buckled. 



FART VI Comments 
a. Operations 

( 1 } Aerology 
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Bulkhead and athwartships beam at frame 117 (port and 
starboard) buckled* 

Thirteen longitudinal girders buckled (port side) fr. 

117 to 121. 

Twel , * longitudinal girders buckled (port side) fr. 121 
to 125. 

Four longitudinal girders buckled (starboard) fr. 117 to 121. 

Bulkheads at frs. Ill and 113 at athwartships passage 
buckled. 

Seven longitudinal girders were buckled in Port Squadron 
Office. 

Longitudinal girders, starboard, Fr. 113 to 117, four 
buckled. 

Longitudinal girders, starboard, Fr. 107 to 111, one 
buckled. 

Longitudinal girders in Flight Crew’s Locker, fr. 107 to 
111, four were buckled. 

Longitudinal girders in Electronics storeroom ,/3, Fr. 

107 to 111, three buckled. 

Fore and aft bulkhead, fr. 113 to 135 was buckled. 

Approximately 50 feet of light metal athwartship catwalk 
and railings, fr. Ill to 113 were damaged or missing. 

02 C 'ok girders - some were buckled end decking was 
warped wit a blast and shrapnel holes, fibrous glass insulation 
burned off un^er decking and under Flight Deck in open areas. 

DAMAGES TO SEVERAL SPACES; 


Port squadron Office - doors, escape scuttles, all fur- 
niture, fibrous glass insulation and ventilation ducts were 
damaged or destroyed. 

Electronics storeroom #3 all bins damaged or destroyed. 

Flight Crew’s Locker, B-0211L, fr. 107 to 111, port - 
door, insulation, bunks and lockers were destroyed. 

i 

Aviation Radio Shop #1, starboard, fr. 100 to 105 had large 
blast hole in deck. 
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Smell shrapnel hit forward edge, port, of athwart ships cat- 
walk, 02 deck, fr, 77, 

Rubber light excluder foiling port side of expansion joint 
at frame 112 was entirely burned. 

Four port roller curtains wore badly damaged or demolished, 
fr. 10S - 111, fr. 114 - 117, fr. 122 - 125 and fr. 139 - 142, 

Hangar Deck Sprinkler and Water Curtain piping was broken 
and damaged in numerous places from fr*me 100 to frame 125. 

Heavy supporting frameworks between roller curtains port 
side of Hangar at frames 107, 111, were buckled, one at frame 
117 was slightly buckled. 

Expansion joint plating across Flight Deck at frame 112 
was buckled, numerous holes were chopped in deck to allow 
fighting fire below. 

Hard patches in Hangar Deck over Marine Compartment, fr, 

107 to 111, have several leaky rivets, 

Several joiner and fumetight doors need to be replaced 
or straightened and overhauled. 

Joiner doors to Ready Room #4, squadron Office, and fume- 
tight door 2-100-2 arc warped, and also the following: 

Fort joiner door to Gunnery Office, 

Joiner door to Starboard Squadron Office, 

FTD 02-131-1 

Joiner door and escape scuttle to Port Squadron Office, 
Joiner door to Flight Crew's Locker, 

Armored doors to Electronics storeroom #3, ? 

Bulkhead, 2nd deck, fr. 111 in Compartment B-201-1L was 
buckled, heavy fore and aft longitudinal and one supporting 
stanchion, fr, 107 were bent and buckled. 

Hydraulic board - Void flooding control to void tanks #3 
port - all gauges were demolished to B-lSV, B-20V, B-26V, 

B-2BV, B-34V, B-36V, B-42V and B-44V. Air duct for Re=.dy Room 
#1 had a hole at frame 107, 

c* Gunnery 

(1) On 6 August, as a direct result of the fire and 
the salt water to comtrt it, the following equipment was des- 
troyed, partially destroyed or placed in an inoperative state: 
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(a) The Mk 56 Q.F.C.S, Ho* 49 was almost- completely 
destroyed* Only the director unit remained undamaged* 

(b) Mk 63 G.F.G.S. No. 47 was damaged by firo and 
salt water; Inspection made by representatives of Repair 
Facilities, Yokosuka indicated that most of the units of the 
Fk 63 G.F.C.S, could be salvaged. 

(c) Two 40MM Quad Mounts, No's. 45 and 47 wore 
inoperative in Local and Automatic. Power feeder cables 
supplying these Founts were destroyed by fire. 


(d) All remaining Ship’s Ordnance Equipment was in 
0 completely operative state. 

(2) Most of Ship's Gun Ammunition stowed in ready service 
tLrrefcfers topside magazines was jettisoned during the emergency 
created 1 fire. A list of the jettisoned ammunition is found 
in enclosure (1). 

D e k 3e sunan shi p : 

(1} In ten (10) days, a total of 13 destroyers engaged in 
underway transfers with the BOXER, involving one hundred fifty 
two (152) personnel transfers by high line, six (6) tons of 
cargo by highline, eight (£) destroyers being refueled. In 
such a relatively short time in the forward area, this is a 
very high rate of underway transfers. No casualties, losses, 
or injuries were sustained. 


(2) The fire of 6 August caused considerable loss of deck 
gear, Du® to excessive heat and annke, numerous men wore forced 
to abandon the ship. All possible aid woe given the men in the 
water in the way of life preservers. Approximately four hundred 
fifty (450) life jackets wore lost during this operation. Three 
(3) floater nets were lost, eight having been placed in the water, 
five being retrieved. Two life rafts were lost over the side, 
and two were severly burned. The number two Kotor tfhale Boat 
was badly scorched on the inboard hull, and the hoisting gear 
was lowered into the water by taanila falls on 11 August for 
repairs. The port after accomodation ladder was badly damaged - 
by fire and concussion. The bales and hand rails were salvaged, 
but were badly heated. The upper platform for the ladder was 
sever! y damaged, while the lower platform was undamaged. All 
the gangway falls and tackle were completely destroyed. Numerous 
cargo net', cargo mats, and cane fenders were? destroyed, One 
1 5/B” £ .ng lay mooring line was destroyed, approximately 
700 fathom of manila line was destroyed, along with 30 miscell- 
aneous blocks. The majority of this gear belonged to the Second 
Division and was stowed on the uptakes on the starboard side of 
the hangar deck amidships, The incinerator was flooded, but not 
damaged by fire; some of the fire bricks will need replacing. 




(3) Due to quick action of the crew on the flight deck and 
f&ntail, many deaths were averted by life saving gear having 
been placed in the water* 

ORDNANCE EXPENDED IN aNTI-alRCR^FT FIRING 


5"/36 AOMM 

AAC IrnTj A3 Rounds HEIT - £56 Rounds 

JETTISONED ORDNANCE 

TYPE 

NUMBER 

WEIGHT IN POUNDS 

5*738 Cal 
Powder (SPDN) 

560 

Rounds 

20*160 

Projectiles ACC 

280 

Rounds 

15,120 

Projectiles VT 

280 

Rounds 

15,120 

Projectilos Ilium 

A 

Rounds 

216 

Short Charges 

12 

Rounds 

336 

aomk 

Heit (SD) 

8A6O 

Rounds 

60*950 

BL&T 

2A0 

Rounds 

1,725 

Nose Puses AN-MK155 

26A 

Rounds 

1,694 

AN-MK155 

26A 

Rounds 

1,694 

AN -MX 149 

2335 

Rounds 

7,275 

(UT) MK172 

300 

Rounds 

2,475 

Flares, Pam, AN-4‘126 

30 

Rounds 

2,925 

Signals, Night, Drift AN-MK5 30 

Rounds 

280 

Lights, Float, A/C AN-MK6 
Black Cannon Powder 

8 

Rounds 

160 

300 

Rounds 

300 

3 PDR, Saluting Charges 

54 

Rounds 

300 

Total (Weight in pounds) •• 





d* kedical 

While enroute to the operating area, the entire 
ship* s company and air group personnel were inoculated against 
Cholera and Typhus. The Medical Department carried out routine 
duties until 6 August 1952 at about 0630 when the fire occurred 
on the hangar deck resulting ia the death of one Medical Officer 
and eight enlisted men. There were injuries to twenty three 
personnel requiring admission to the sick list, of which one was 
critical and one serious. Approximately fifty men were slightly 
injured or overcome by smoke. They were given first aid 
treatment and returned to duty. During the fire it was necessary 
to set up aid stations in the wardroom and on the flight deck, 
these stations were operated until the fire was brought under 
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control at which time all patients requiring admission were 
removed to sick bay. Most of the patients admitted were suffer- 
ing from smoke exhaustion and were discharged from the sick list 
within 1-3 days after admission* On arrival in Yokosuka 11 
%uguat 1952 the remains of eight personnel were transferred to 
USNH for preparation and shipment to ConUS* Two injured men 
were transferred to USNH for treatment and disposition* 


M < B. GURNET 
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|U .o.S. BOXER ( CV-21 ) 
rc/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 


PE Easmiu 

Commanding Officer 
Chief of Naval Operations 

(1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-oEVEN 

( 2 ) Commander Seventh Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U. 3. Pacific Fleet 

Action Report for the period 23 August through 6 Sept- 
ember 195' 2 

(a) OpNav Instruction 34&0.4- 

(1) CVG-2 Con.f ltr ser 017 dtd 6 September 1952 Action 
Report of Carrier Air Group TWO ( 23 august - 6 
September 1952) 

1. In compliance with OpNav Instruction 34&0.4 the Action Re- 
port for the period 23 August through 6 September is hereby 
submitted. 

PART I - Composition of own Forces and Mission 

a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with CTF 77 Confidential dispatch 
200312Z of August 1952, the U.S.d. BOXER (CV-21), got underway 
on the afternoon of 23 August 1952, from Yokosuka, Japan, to 
the operating area. The 3CXER was joined by the U.3.S. FECH- 
TELER (DD-S70) on the afternoon of 24 August. The rendezvous 
with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan was accomplished 
on the afternoon of 25 August. 

Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was composed of the U.S.S. 

PRINCETON (CV-37) , the U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9), the U.S.S. BOXER 
(CV- 21 ) and heavy support and screen ships. 

(2) RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division 
THREE was OTC Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

b. Mission 

(l) The mission of this force, as set forth in CTF 77 
Op Order No. 22-51, second revision, was to conduct a systematic 
program of air and surface interdiction, provide close air sup- 
port of ground operation, assist in maintaining control of vital 
sea areas and operate as a fast carrier task force, when directed 
in order to support UN Forces in Korea and to support the policy 
of the United States in the Far East. 


From: 

To: 

Via: 

Subj: 

Ref: 

Enel: 


mi/02-llw ' 
A4-3 

Ser 003 

8 September 1952 


DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 



PART II - Chronological Order of Events 


a. The following is an outline of the 30XER r s employment 
during the period of this Action Report. 

23 August 1952 - 

At 1301 the BOXER departed the port of Yokosuka, Japan, 
enroute to the operating area. 

24 August 1952 - 

At 1315 the BOXER was joined by the U.S.S. FECHTELER 
(DD-B70) at the west end of Van Diemen Strait and proceeded for 
rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN. 

During the afternoon emergency drills and exercises 
were conducted. 

The following dispatch was received from Commander Task 
Force NINETY: 

"CONGRATULATION TO THE 30XEK AND THE FINE SPIRIT WHICH HAS EN- 
ABLED SHIP TO RETURN TO ACTION IN RAPID TIME X READ ADM MC- 
INERNEY" 

25 August 1952 - 

During early -morning, six HRS-2 Marine helicopters 
were launched from the BOXER for flyaway to Korea, where they 
were to be utilized by the United Nations ground forces. 

Commencing at 0300 a total of 67 training sorties 
were launched. At 1545 the U.S.S. BOXER rendezvoused with Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

26 August 1952 - 

RADM A. 30UCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division THREE, 
and CTF 77 transferred to the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) from the 
U.S.S. ESSEX ( CV-9 ) . The Task Force replenished. 

27 August 1952 - 

The BOXER conducted air operations off Northern Korea. 
Strikes were launched against targets in the vicinity of Chosen 
and against inland storage and supply areas south of Wonsan. 

Commencing at 0930 a total of B6 combat sorties were 
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launched 
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2$ August 1952 - 


Adverse weather delayed scheduled flight operations 
until 1230, A total of 43 combat sorties were launched on tar- 
gets in the Song jin-Kilchu area. 

/ 

One F6F-5K drone was launched under control of 2 AD 
control planes. 

29 August 1952 - 

Commencing at OBOO, a total of 112 combat sorties were 
launched against targets in the areas near Pyongyang and Wonsan. 

One F6F-5K drone was launched. 

30 August 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. No flight operations were 
conducted this date. 


31 August 1952 - 

Four sorties were launched but adverse weather pre- 
cluded further air operations. 

1 September 1952 - 


Conmoncing at 0430 a total of 130 sorties were launched 
with industrial and mining installations at Chongjin and Musan 
as their targets. 

Two F6F-5K drones were launched. 

2 September 1952 - 

A total of 97 combat sorties were launched for inter- 
diction strikes and strikes on rear area supply and troop con- 
centrations in North Korea. 

Two F6F-5K drones were launched. 

3 September 1952 - 

No air operations were conducted because of adverse 

weather. 


4 September 1952 


At 1557 the U.b.o. BOXER (CV-21), with Commander Car' 
rier Division THREE embarked, the U.S.S* 3S3EX (CV-9), and the 
U.3.S. PARK (DD-B 64 ), formed Task Element 77.02 and departed 
Task Force SEVENTY— oEVEN for Yokosuka, Japan. 
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CAPTAIN P. D. JTROOP, USN, Commanding Officer, 

U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) was designated OTC, Task Element 77.02, 

A total of forty- six aircraft were launched for 
flyaway to Atsugi, 

5 September 1952 - 

Snroute to *okosuka, Japan. At 0302 in accordance 
with CTF 77 Confidential dispatch 040351Z, the U.J.o. PARK (DD-SS4) 
departed Task Element 77.02 to return to Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN. 

6 September 1952 - 

At 0715 three aircraft were launched for flyaway to 
Atsugi. At 1112 the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan. 

PART III - Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

No material casualties were experienced during this period. 

PART IV - Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft. 

PART V - Personnel 


a. Casualties : 

(1) There were no combeat casualties suffered by Ship T s 
Company personnel as a result of enemy action, 

b. Performance : 

(1) Personnel performance and morale have been ex- 
cellent during the period of this report. During this period 
the average on board count of enlisted personnel was 2,035, 
which number was satisfactory. 

(2) Critical shortages continue in Sid, IC, MM, BT, 

RM, TE and QM rates. The on board training program has been 
continued to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for 
advancement. During the period of this report there were no 
transfers or receipts of enlisted personnel. 

c. Recreation : 

(1) The following activities were initiated for the 
welfare of officers and enlisted men. 
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(a) Issue of daily ship’s newspaper. 

(b) Daily newscast over P f A. system. 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

(d) Hobby Shop opened for issue of material one 
hour on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

(e) Exercise rooms for physical conditioning of 
officers and enlisted men. 

(f) The Commissary Officer maintains a record 

of birthday anniversary dates of all enlisted 
personnel. Names of men having birthdays 
appear in the Plan of the Day. They report 
to the Commissary Office and receive compli- 
mentary birthday cake and ice cream. 

(2) Movies were shown daily. During the operation, 

26 different programs were shown a total of 92 times. 

d. Religious Activities : 

(1) Divine services were held as follows: 

(a) Catholic mass daily; Catholic Evening De- 
votions daily; Protestant Worship every 
Sunday; Latter Day Saints Services, Christian 
science Services and Jewish services were 
held. 

(b) The Ship’s Chapel was open at all times to 
men of all faiths for spiritual reading and 
prayer. 

PART VI - Comments 


a. Operations 

during the period of this report, GMU-90 was aboard 
for the purpose of evaluating a television guidance system, A 
total of six (6) F6F-5(K) drones were launched against selected 
targets in North Korea. This is believed to be the first time 
that a guided missile has been launched from a ship against 
enemy forces in Korea. 

From an operational standpoint, the following comments 
are believed to be worthy of consideration for planning pur-* 
poses: 

1. The tests were made at a time when the BOXER 
was engaged in maximum effort strikes, and had a full comple-- 
ment of eighty ($0) planes on board. In order to bring the two 
(2) drones and two ( 2 ) AD-2(Q) control planes aboard, it was 
necessary to keep two (2) of the ship’s AD’s on the beach. Re- 
placement drones were brought aboard as others were expended. 

^.DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFY 2, The starboard wing of the F6F-5(K) could not 
be folded when the television camera pod was installed. Due 
to space limitations on the hanger deck, this often interferred 
with scheduled work and with spotting incident to flight oper- 
ations. 


3. Thirty (30) minutes were required to warm-up 
and check the equipment after the planes were brought up to 
the flight deck. It is believed that additional planes should 
be sent to the beach to make available sufficient space to 
permit the check of the equipment to be made on the hanger 
deck. This would make possible an immediate launch when the 
planes were brought up, and would not interfere with other 
scheduled operations. 

4. It is noted that the ship must maintain a 
steady course for the drone gyro stabilization to be checked 
and until it is launched. 

(1) CIC 

(a) During the period of this report, all the 
normal functions of CIC were satisfactorily performed. Main- 
tenance of equipment was particularly difficult. This fact is 
attributed to the hecat and water damage suffered by the equip- 
ment during the recent fire. Prior to our deployment, all . 
equipment was thoroughly checked and tested. However, the SU 
radar was the only system which performed satisfactorily with- 
out a breakdown, 

(b) During this operating period, the ship was 

in high winds resulting from the typhoon ,? Mary t? . -it a relative 
wind of sixty (60) knots, the overload in the SPS-6B drive 
assembly tripped, and the antennae was allowed to run free. At 
times, the rotation rate was as high as 20 RPM, but there was 
no damage to the equipment. A relative wind of seventy (70) 
knots resulted in erratic rotation of the SX antennae. However, 
the SX performed satisfactorily throughout the storm, and was 
invaluable as a source of weather information. 

(2) Aerology 

(a) Period 23 August through 6 September was 
characterized by the normal summer monsoon weather. Prevailing 
winds remained south to southwesterly with an average velocity 
of 14 knots, and an average minimum velocity of 5 knots. Low 
cloudiness over target areas caused delay of early flights on 
27 August and cancellation of operations on 31 August. 

(b) Operating area remained operational throughout 
period with the exception of 3 September when Tropical storm 
"Mary” moved rapidly through the fellow Sea, across central Korea, 
and into the Sea of Japan causing low cloudiness, precipitation, 
restricted visibilities, and strong winds, 
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(3) Photography: 


Total No. Negatives made ....... 1,601 

Total No. Prints made 6,321 


Total Amt . Motion Ficture Film exposed. 3,500 

(R) Photo Interpretation 

(a) The Photo Intelligence section produced routine 
flak studies, target studies, damage assessment and target search 
reports during the period covered by this report. The special 
GMU-90 Drone project group was aided with photo intelligence of 
their targets by the ship’s P.I. Section. The section also 
provided one of the throe targets used for the test. 

(b) The chc?.nge in the Task Forces offensive plan 
from a strict Communications interdiction program brought about 
a rapid change in the enemys anti-aircraft defenses* Many heavy 
and medium A/ A batteries have been rapidly moved to the defense 
of the remaining possible usable Hydro-electric plants and 
other industrial targets. 

b. Gunnery 

(1) No material casualties were experienced during 
this period. 

(2) Anti-Aircraft Firing Exercises were conducted on 
two occasions: 


(a) Replenishment period 
26 august 1952 


BAKER, OBOE and 
HOW runs 


(b) Enroute from Operating BAKER, UNCLE and 
Area to Yokosuka, Japan GEORGE runs 
5 September 1952 


(3) Ship’s Gun Ammunition expended: 

5”/3$ ROMM 

AAC (MTF) - 116 rds HEIT (SD) - 65 rds 


DECK SECTION 


(R) During the above mentioned period, the following 
seamanship exercise^ were carried out with no casualties or 
losses: 

Refueled from two AO’s 
Rearmed from two AE’ s 
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(5) -Seven High Line transfers involving 96 
personnel and approximately six tons of cargo. 


M. B. GURNEY 


AUTHENTICATED : 



A fORC^NJEN, 
Sh&p^s Secretary. 


DECLASSIFIED 


* > 


V 


« 


U.SiSi BOXER (CVA-21 




c/o Floet Post Office 
San FVaneisco, California 


DECLAiSHtLa 


T10N 


CVA2l/02-jsj 

A4-3 

Seri 0257 
7 July 1953 


Prom: 

To: 

Via: 


Commanding Officer 

Chief of Naval Operations nnwur'DAnr* 

(1) Command or Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN A J 3 YE AR INTERVALS: 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet ™* [ J AFTER *2 YEARS 

(3) Command or Naval Forces, Far East 5200.10 

(4) Commandor in Chiof, U. S, Pacific Eloot 


Subj : Action Report for the period 10 May through 21 Juno 1953 

Ref: (a) OFNAV INSTRUCTION 3480.4 dtd 1 July 1951 

Enel: (l) ATG-1 conf ltr sorCQLD dtd 26 June 1953, Action Report of 

Carrior Air Task Group ONE (10 May - 21 Juno 1953) 


1. In compliance with reference (a), tho Action Roport for the poriod 
10 May through 21 June is horoby submitted. 


PART I Composition of Own Forcos and Mission 

a. Composition 

(1) On 10 May 1953, in accordance with CTF-77 confidential 
dispatch 281224Z April 1953, tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA*2l), with RA I*f.W. D. 
JOHNSON, USN, Commandor Carrxor Division (HE, and Air Task Group ONE 
embarked, departed Yokosuka, Japan, accompanied by tho U.S.S. BLACK 
(DD-666), onrouto to tho operating aroa. 

(2) Rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was offcctcd 
the afternoon of 12 May 1953. Tho OTC and CTF-77 was RADM A. SOUCEK, 

USN, Commander Carrier Division THREE, embarked on tho U.S.S, PRINCETON 
(CVA-37). RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Commandor Carrior Division ONE, was 
socond in command. Ships prosont at tho timo of rondo zvous includod tho 
U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA-37), tho U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45), tho U.S.S. 
BREMERTON (CA-130), and various screen ships, Tho U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA 
(CVA-47), tho U.S.S, LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-3 9), tho U.S.S. NEW JERSEY 
(BE- 62), and tho U.S.S. MM CHESTER (CL-83) woro oporatod with at various 
times during tho poriod of this roport. 

b. Mission 

Tho mission of this ship, as a component of Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEN, is sot forth in Commandor Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN Op-Qrdor 2-52. 
Briofly statod it is as follows: 

(l) Assist in tho program for tho systomatic intordiction of 
onomy movomont and rosuppiy ovor tho Northoast Koroan railroads, road 
comploxos, and storage areas. 


(2) Destroy eloctric powor generating plants and electric 
distribution ays tons in Northeast Korea# 

(3) Furnish Close Air Support to and air strikes in support 
of front lino ground forcos, coordinating operations with Fifth Air 
For co, Koroa, through the Joint Operations Center, Korea. 

( 4 ) Protect tho Task Force against air, surfaco, and sub- 
"nrino attacks, 

(5) Assist tho UN Blockading and Escort Force in over-all 
dofeuso and local ground dofonso of friendly Korean Islands os re- 
quired using air support# 

(6) Conduct Photo and armed roconnaissanco in support of 
tho intoi 'Action program, providing photographs and photographic 
interpretation studios, 

(7) Provido air cover for UN Naval Forcos as directed, 

PART II Chronological Order, of Events 

a # Tho following is an outlino of the BOXER* s employment during 
tho poriod of this Action Roport: 

10 May 1953 - 

At O 65 O, in conplianco with CTF-77 confidential dispatch 
281224S April 1953 , tho U.S.S. BC3EER (0VJU21) with RADM W. D* JOHNSON, 
USN, Commander Carrier Division ONE, and Air Task Group ONE embarked, 
acconpaniod by tho U.S 4 S. BLACK (DD- 666 ), departed Yokosuka, Japan 
onrouto to tho operatiftg aroa and Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN * ^ Captain 
M. 3, GURNEY, USN, Commanding Officer, tf*SiS# BOXER (CVA-ZU was OTC* 

11 May 1953 - 

Enroutc to tho operating aroa, A total of sixty- threo ( 63 ) 
Photo, ASP, and Jot Tactics training sorties were flown. Anti-aircraft 
firing oxorcisos and various othor drills woro conducted during tho day. 

12 May 1953 - 

Tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) and tho U.S.S. BUCK (BD- 666 ) ron- 
do svousod with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN at 1205. RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, . 
Command or Carrior Division THREE, Comnandor Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN, 
was cnbarkod on tho U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA-37). No air operations woro 
conduct od duo to replenishment# Tho following dispatch was rocoivod: 

CTF-77 1202502 

"GLAD TO HAVE THE TOUGH OLD VETERAN BACK ^TTH US* 





13 Hay 1953 - 


At 0826, tho BOXER launchod hor first combat sortlo of her 
fourth Korean tour of duty, Sixty-throo (63) combat sortios woro 
|lown during tho day, Tho following dispatch was rocoivod: 

CTF-77 130838Z 

"PERFORMANCE BOXER AND HER AIR GROUP TODAY VERY FINE X MI FORECAST 
COION SOON YOU WILL BE BETTER THAN ANY PREVIOUS BOXER OR BOXER 
AIR GROUP AND THATS PRETTY GOOD" 

14 May 1953 - 

Quo hundred and nina (109) combat sortios woro launchod, 

15 May 1953 - 

Tho Task Force roplonishod, no air operations woro conducted# 
At 0800, RADM W, D, JOHNSON, USN, Commander Carrior Division ONE, on- : 
barked aboard U.S.S. BOXER (GVA»2l), assuraod command of Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN, f 

16 May 1953 * 

A total of one hundred and twelve (112) sortios wore flown, 

17 May 1953 - 

Comoncing at 0801 tho BOXER launched ono hundred and twenty* 
four sorties. At about 1200 ENS G. M, WITTERS, USNR, 556691* VF-194, 
flying an AD-4NA BuNo 125756, parachutod in Wonsan Harbor, Korea after . 
his aircraft had boon hit by onomy anti-aircraft fire. The pilot was 
irmodiatoly rescuod, uninjured, by tho holicoptor of the U.S-S. MANCHES- 
TER (CL-83). 

18 May 1953 > 

After a morning of replenishment, tho BOXER began launching 
aircraft at 1200, Forty-four sortios woro flown, 

19 May 1953 - 

One hundred and seven (107) combat sortios were flown, 

20 May 1953 - 

Eighty (80 ) sorties woro flown this da to. At about 1240, 

LTJG W, J# O'HEREN, USNR, 347629, VF-194, flying an AJD-4NA BuNo 
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127005 was forcod to ditch forward of tho ship upon toko-off duo to 
bridlo-broakogo on. tho catapult shot. Ho was roscuod by tho U.S.S. 

MC CORD (DD-534) sustaining minor injurios of tho hood and right 

should or. 

21 May 1953 - 

No air oporations conductod duo to roplonishmont of tho 
Task Forco, 

22 May 1953 - 

No air oporations conductod duo to non-oporationnl woathor 
ovor tho Task Forco and tho Koroan Poninsula* 

23 May 1953 - 

Eighty-nino (89) sortios woro flown by BOXER aircraft. LT 
H. M. WOLFE, US®, 419564, VF-194, was forcod to ditch his AD-4NA 
BuNo 126919, oast of Hungnan, Koroa oftor damago by onony anti-aircraft 
firo. Tho pilot was roscuod unin juriod by tho U.S.S. ARDENT (AM-340)* 

24 May 1953 - 

Beginning at 0857, ono hundrod and nino (109) cccibat sortios 
woro launched by tho BOXER, At about 2040, tho F4U-5N BuNo 121852, 
flown by LT W. (n) • WHEELER, TJSNR, 475420, VC-3, was obsorvod to crash 
in tho vicinity of Soho-Ri, Koroa. Darknoss procludod further obsex*» 
vation. LT WHEELER is listed MIA, 

25 May 1953 - 

No air oporations duo to roplonishmont of tho Task Forco. 

At 1019 thoro was a minor collision between tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) 
and tho U.S.S. MISFILLI0N (A0-105)* Tho seaworthiness or combat offoct- 
ivanoss of noithor ship was impaired. During tho aftorooon anti-aircraft 
filing oxorcisos woro conductod* 

26 May 1953 - 

Ono hundrod and eight (108) combat sorties woro launched. 

27 May 1953 - 

Ono hundrod and four (104) combat sortios woro flown, 

28 May 1953 - 

No air oporations woro conductod duo to roplonishmont of 
tho Task Forco. 



29 May 1953 - 


No air operations woro conducted duo to advorso voathor 
conditions over tho Task Porco and tho Koroan Ponineula. 

30 May 1953 - 

Ono hundred and sovon (107) sortios woro launchod, 

31 May 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0156, tho BOX® launchod fifty-fivo ( 55 ) 

sortios, 

1 Juno 1953 - 

Tho Task Forco roplonishod in tho morning. During tho 
aftomoon fifty-fivo ( 55 ) sortios woro flown. 

2 Juno 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0920, tho BOX® launchod ono hundrod and two 
(102) sortios. LTJG J. J. CHAMBERS, BSN, 532708, VF-52, flying an 
F 9 F 1.2 crnshlandod at K-18 duo to onony anti-aircraft fir a danago to 
his aircraft. Tho pilot was wound od in tho loft wrist and tho right 
log. 


3 Juno 1953 - 

Ono hundrod and twonty-two (122) combat sortios woro flown 

4 Juno 1953 - 

No air operations conducted duo to replenishment of tho 
Task Forco. At 1804, RMM R, E. BUCK, BSN, Cenmandor Carrior 
Division THREE rolioved RAEM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Commondor Carrior 
Division ONE, as Commander Task Foroo SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

5 Juno 1953 - 

During tho morning and early aftomoon, forty-fivo (45) 
sortios woro. flown. Low clouds and haao procludod most of the scho- 
dulod aftomoon air operations. 

6 June 1953 - 


No air operations duo to adverse weather* 


The Task Force replenished in early morning. Flight oper- 
ations were begun at 1425 whon the weather cleared. Thirty-eight (36) 
sorties woro flown. 

8 Juno 1953 - 

Commencing at 1049, sixty-six (66) combat sorties were 

’-unchod# 

9 Juno 1953 - 

Air operations began for tho BOXER at 0259. Eighty-eight 
(88) sorties woro flown. Tho BOXER obsorvod its 59,OOOTH landing 
establishing a now Floot Rocord* 

10 Juno 1953 - 

A total o'f ninoty-fitro (95) sortios woro flown. The BOXER 
roplonishod during the night. 

11 June 1953 - 

One hundred and thirty (130) combat sorties wore launched# 
At about 1124 ENS W. W. SPEAR, USNR, 557934, VF-194, flying an AD-4NA 
BuNo 126950 was forced to ditch his aircraft due to power failure 
east of Kangnung, Korea. Ho was immediately rescued by tho holicop- 
tor basod at K-18, tho emergency landing strip. 

12 Juno 1953 - 

Air operations began at 0602 and a total of twenty- two (22) 
sortios woro launched. Tho Task Forco roplonishod at night. Tho 
following dispatch was rocoivod : 

CTF-77 131522Z 

"THE BOXER DID HER FULL SHARE IN A TEAM PERFORMANCE TODAY WHICH 
WILL PROBABLY BE REMEMBERED EVEN MORE BY THE ENEMY THAN BY CUB- 
SELVES X A GREAT PERFORMANCE* 

13 Juno 1953 - 

One hundred thirty-nine (139) sortios wore launched. 

14 Juno 1953 - 

BOXER aircraft flew one hundred and tfeirty-cno (131) combat 
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sortios. At 0643 RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Commander Carrier Division 
ONE, embarked on tho U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) reliovod RADM R. E. 
BLICK, USN, Camnandor Carrior Division THREE, ate Commander Task Forco 
SEVENTY-SEVEN, During tho night tho Task Forco roplonishod. 


15 Juno 1953 - 


Comnoncing at 0557, BOXER aircraft flow ono hundrod and forty* 
seven (147) combat sortios. At 0906 LT JOSEPH (n) ARKINS, USNR, 428709, 
VF-194# flying an AD-4NA BuNo 125754, was forced to ditch his aircraft 
forward of tho ship duo to powor failuro on tokooff, Tho pilot was 
rescued inmodiatoly by tho B0X£R r s holicoptor and sustainod minor back 
injuries, Tho Task Forco roplonishod during the night, 

16 Juno 1953 - 

A total of ono hundrod and twenty-four (124) cembat sorties 
woro launchod by tho BOXER, Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night, 

17 Juno 1953 - 

Comnoncing at 0430 tho BOXER launchod sixty-four ( 64 ) sortios, 
Tho Task Forco roplonishod in tho afternoon and during tho night, 

18 Juno 1953 - 


No air operations wore conducted duo to advorso woathor ovor 
tho Task Forco and tho Korean poninsula. 

19 Juno 1953 - 

Advorso woathor limited air operations to sovonty-oight (78) 
sortios. At about 1130 LT D. H. OBSAHL, USNR, 407367, VF-111, flying 
an F9F-5 BuNo 126204 was forcod to ditch at soa duo to fuel exhaustion, 
Tho pilot was rosouod by holicoptor and was taken aboard tho U.S.S. 

ST PAUL (CA-73) for troatnont of back injurios. 

At 1715, tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) accompanied by tho U.SiSi 
CUSHING (DD-797) departed Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in accordance with 
Con7thFlt Op-Ordor 190340Z, onrouto to Yokosuka, Japan, for a period 
of naintananco and rost. Captain M, B* GURNEY, USN, Commanding Cfficof*, 
U.S.S, BOXER (CVA-21) was 0T0. 

The following dispatches woro rocoivodt 

Con7thFlt 1904UZ 

"C0M7THFLT APPRECIATES THE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION OF THE BOXJR TO 
THE KOREAN CONFLICT BY REMAINING IN THE OPERATING AREA AT A 
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CRITICAL PERIOD OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR A PERIOD OF 38 DAIS AND 
DELIVERING OVER 2600 AIR SORTIES AGAINST THE ENEMY X WELL DONE X 
VADM CLARK SENDS" 


CTF-77 191050Z 

"I NOTE WITH PLEASURE CCMSEVENTHFLT 1904142 X YOU HAVE CONTRIBUTED 
YOUR SHARE AND HAVE EARNED A WELL DESERVED RESPITE X RAEM JOHNSON" 


20 Juno 1953 - 


Enrouto to Yokosuka, Japan, At 1112, after boing rofuolod, tho 
U.S.S. CUSHING (DD-797) was dotachod from oseort duty, 

21 Juno 1953 - 

At 1651, tho BOXER moored to Piodnont Plor, Yokosuka, Japan, 
PART III Porformanco of Qrdnanco Material and Eaulmont 
C ^o e Ajy Da p< wte ew t ^ 

PART IV Battlo Damago 

No battlo damago was sustained by tho ship, Soo Enclosure (l) 
for damago inflictod on tho onony and for that suffered by BOXER 
aircraft. 


PART V Porsonnol 

a. Casual tios 

(l) Thoro woro no combat casualties sufforod by Ship’s 
Company porsonnol as a result of onomy action. At 0215, 13 May 1953, 
LOVELESS, Edward Glonn, BM3, USN, was lost at soa as a rosult of fal- 
ling over tho bow of tho ship and drowning, LOVELESS was on watch as 
tho Lookout Suporvisor and was procooding forward on Flight Dock to 
inspect tho starboard bow lookout station. In doing this ho normally 
clinbod down to tho lookout station on a laddor just aft of tho for- 
vard odgo of tho Flight Dock, but in this instance ho ovorshot and 
foil ovor tho bow, CIC connod tho roscuo voseol to tho scono. Only 
a lifo ring which had boon dropped whon LOVELESS foil over tho sido 
was rotriovod. 

Air Group porsonnol casualties aro roportod in onclosuro (l), 

b. Porformanco 

(l) An avorago of only 1998 cnlistod porsonnol camprlsod tho 
ship’s company during this period, Moralo was oxcollont. Intensive 
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rt on-tho-job n training supplanontod by training poriods during lulls 
in operations provod highly satisfactory and gratifying as no tod by 
tho optimum officioncy of tho vossol with a linitod nunbor of sonior 
potty officors. During this period 220 personnel wore advancod in 
rating including four P01 1 s to Chiof Potty Officors* Of tho average 
of 199S onlistod porsonnol in ship's company, 773 woro potty officors 
and 1?25 non-ratod, Of this total on avorago of 73 porsonnol woro 
absont on TAD, including 5 men on annual loavo to tho Philippine 
Islands and 8 non on omorgoncy loavo to tho continental Uni tod States* 
During tho poriod 27 onlistod porsonnol woro transform! to othor 
duty and 15 non roportod aboard, Ono onlistod nan from an accompany- 
ing dostroyor roportod aboard for a four day visit with his brother 
in tho Marino Dotachnont. Eloctronie Tochnician ratings aro still 
critically short with no roliof in tho forosooablo futuro, Supor- 
vis cry rates in tho Connuni cations group aro critically short although 
adoquato and woll-trainod strikors aro assignod. 

(2) Thoro was a total of 117 ship's company officors on 
board during this period, 5 officers wore detached and 4 officers 
roportod, 12 officors havo ordors for dotachnont and 25 officors 
aro ordorod to roport. Of tho nunbor ordorod to roport, 13 aro 
Ensigns, 

(3) Twonty- throe Wardroom guosts from tho othor bronchos of 
tho Amod For cos and tho HMS OCEAN woro ontortainod during this poriod, 
including 6 UN civilian correspondents and ropresontativos. Visits 
variod from ono day to throo weeks* 

(4) Thoro was a total of 27 Mast casos during this poriod, 

7 Sunnary Courts-Martial and 2 Special Courts-Martial woro awardod* 

c. grainteg 

(l) Tho Training Boon was usod for Divisional training class- 
os, supervised group study, rato training, progress testing, hoalth 
and hygicno lectures, church sorvicos, and rocroational novios on re- 
plenishment days, Tho I&E program obtainod and still is in tho procoss 
of obtaining 25 high school diplomas and high school equivalency cor- 
tificatos from high school principals and stato departments of educ- 
ation. 
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(2) 55 GED tests (high school lovol), 6 (coUogo lovol) ami 
4 ECC tosts woro adninistorod. Af tor-hour classes in English and Math 
woro ostablishod. A collogo lovol counsoling program was launched and 
rcsultod in 40 mon taking collogo ontranco oxams from univorsitios and 
collogos throughout the U,S, . Lack of spaco for testing has hindorod 
tho I&E program. 
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d * Public Information 

(1) Total nows rclqasos and foaturo articles originatod 
during tho poriod of this roport aro as follows! 

(a) 10 news foaturo stories, 

(b) 27 nows photo rolcasos, 

(c) 2 honotown foaturo storios, 

(d) 1,141 honotown nows storios (Ship's Company Roster), 

(o) 53 honotown nows storios (Ship's Company Rcstor), 

(f) 81 homotown nows storios (VF-151 onlistod men’s Rostor), 

(2) A considorablo anount of additional public information 
material was roloasod in cooporation with Conmandor Carrior Division 
ONE, - 

(3) Four onlistod journalists from ComNavFo woro on TAD to 
ConCarDiv ONE, Working with tho ship's public information offico, 
thoy roloasod a total of 17 foaturo storios, 31 homotown foaturo 
storios and 24 rocordod radio intorviows, 

(4) Two onlistod radio correspondents from tho Koroan 
Aimed Forces Radio Notwork rocordod 16 intorviows aboard, 

(5) Tho following civilian corrospondonts visitod tho BOXER 
to write foaturo storios and intorviow non from tholr rospoctivo aroas* 

(a) Tys Torway, radio station WMBS, Memphis, Tonn, 

(b) Goorgo Sislor, Memphis Ccmmorcial-Appool. 

(c) Jack Foisio, San Francisco Chroniclo, 

(d) Gordon Gannack, Dos Moinos Rogistor. 

(o) Bill Mooro, Kansas City Star, 

(6) A combat camora group was on TAD to tho ship from NAS 
Atsugi, Japan, Thoy shot 5,000 foot of notion picturo film in pre- 
paring a novio-tolovision rcloaso covering all phasos of tho BOXER'S 
operations, tentativoly ontitlod, n Tho Pugilist”. 

(7) Tho Ship's Public Information offico published tho ship's 
four pago photo-off sot nawspapor daily at soa, using current ship's nows 
and wiro-sorvico nows rocoivod by radio-tolotypo* A spocial four pago 
Sunday supplonont foaturing shipboard items was also published. 

6o Religious Activities 

Protostant Biblo classos woro hold weekly at 1800 to 1900* 

Thoso classos woro hold on Tuesday and Sunday, Protostant Communion 
service was hold on tho second Sunday of each month, Protostant Divino 
Sorvicos woro hold on Sunday at 1000, Latter Day Saints services woro 
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hold oach Sunday at 0330, and a study class was hold weekly for tho 
Lattor Day Saints# Christian Scionco sorvicos wore hold oach Sunday 
at 1000. Protestant choir not twico wookly. Catholic Mass was off- 
orod at 0630 and 0900# Confossions wore hold boforo and aftor oach 
Mass, Tho two Chaplains on board altornatod in dolivoring a prayor 
ovor tho announcing system each ovoning. 




Movios woro shown nightly in tho Wardroom CPO loungo , first 
class moss, training room, and tho moss docks# Whonovor possiblo, tho 
hangar dock was usod for movios, with two porformancos on that ovoning# 
During this period 58 difforont programs woro shown a total of 342 
timos. A la to night movio was hold in tho training room for thoso 
porsonncl. unablo to attend tho rogular showings, and on roplonishnont 
days movios woro shown morning and afternoon in tho Training Room and 
on tho Moss Docks to tho Air Group and Air Dopartmont porsonnol who 
woro unablo to soo tho rogular showings. Each ovoning at 2030 snacks 
woro sorvod for tho crow on tho Moss Dock, Bingo games woro hold on 
tho Moss Docks, in tho Wardroom and CPO loungo, Morchandiso was 
givon as prizos with tho profits being givon to Navy Roliof. Tho 
library was opon from 0900 to 2100 daily. Library books woro available 
and adoquatoly distributed, A total of 2,200 books were drawn from 
tho library, 100 books wore rocoivod and 700 pocket books woro 
rocoivod and distributed# 384 magazines woro rocoivod and distributed 
to tho Wardroom, Warrant Officers * loungo, CPO loungo, first class 
moss, crow’s library, oach division, and tho squadrons ombarkod. 

Hobby Shop materials woro offorod for salo through tho Hobby Shop 
and tho demand for such matorials has boon and still remains high, 

Tho Photo Hobby Shop was open from 1800 until taps Monday through 
Friday of oach woek. An oxorciso room for physical conditioning 
of officers and men was placod in sorvico and was woll patronizod. 

Mil Commoqts 

a, Gonoral Comments 

(l) Operational Problems with F9F-5 Aircraft 

(a) Limited F9F-5 operations with H4B catapults# Tho 
ordnonco load capabilities of tho F9F-5 * s ora soldon fully utilized 
during low wind conditions which normally oxist off Koroa in tho summor 
months# Last minuto roduction in ordnanco loads is tho rule rathor than 
tho oxcoption. On occasion it has boon noccssary to abort an entiro 
F9F-5 striko flight bocauso of insufficient wind across tho dock# Ab- 
orted flights croato an immediate rospotting problem which often carries 
ovor into succooding ovonts# 

(b) Hoavy aircraft handling# 

Tho dosign weight limitations on numbor two elevator 
pro eludes handling of bomb loaded F9F-5 aircraft on numbor two elevator# 
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This limitation tonds to slow the process of striking bolow loaded 
aircraft that aro "downed", and doos not permit onorgoncy loading of 
P9F-5 aircraft on the hangar dock. 


(c) Flight characteristics and performance 


Except for F2H2P photo escort missions, for which 
F9F-5 ’ s only aro usod, tbo F9F-5's and F9F~2*s perform the sano mis- 
sions. Howovor, tho diffcroncos in flight characteristics procludos 
tho intorchango of pilots botwoen squadrons, and tho dissimilarity 
of engino performance provonts mixing of tho two typos on a singlo 
mission. It is thoroforo considorod highly dosirablo that tho jot 
fightor aircraft squadrons assignod any air group bo all of tho sane 
typo, 

(2) Flight Schodulos 


(a) Air Plan Difforoncios 

During tho tour two difforont air plan systoms woro 
usod, Ono system roquirod poriodic recovery of airborno aircraft 
which nocossitatod a dead spot aft on launchos. Tho second syston 
maintained a numbor of aircraft airborno at all times which oliminatod 
any dond spot on launchos and facilitated rapid roarming and rospot, 1 

This system schodulod a groator numbor of sorties, but was moro oas- 
ily oxocutod, 

(b) Rescheduling, Dolayod Air Operations 


Whon scheduled air operations aro dolayod until 
furthor notico or aro to commence with a lator ovont, it is strongly 
rocommondod that the ordnanco load, thon on tho aircraft, bo utilizod 
on tho original target or on a now targot calling for tho same ord- 
nanco load. Tho morale and offioioncy of ordnanco handling and load- 
ing crows is advorsly affoctod by ropoatod changos to ordnance loads 
during a delayed schedule situation. 

(3) Air Controller Exporionco 

Tho control of aircraft returning to tho Task Forco in 
advorso woathor conditions should bo assignod to ships with oxporioncod 
air controllers. On sovoral occasions inoxporioncod air controllers 
directed returning aircraft to shift to thoir parent ship land launch 
frequency whon tho aircraft wore (a) on top of tho ovorcast, (b) could 
not soo the Task Forco, and (c) woro directly over thoir paront ship 
in tho ship's radar blind spot. To rogain control of tho aircraft it 
was nocossary to shift tho aircraft back to an air control froquoncy, 
voctor tho aircraft out of the blind spot for radar contact and iden- 
tification, and control the lot down until tho aircraft could givo a 
"soo you" boforo shifting thon back to tho land launch froquoncy. Low 
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It Is rocommcndod that control' of aircraft in advcrso 
woathor conditions not bo assigned to now arrivals on tho line until 
thoir air controllers havo an opportunity to gain oxporiondo by con- 
trolling multiplo aircraft in VFR conditions* 

(4) Porsonnol Fatiguo 

. Continuous day air Operations sustainod by night re- 
plenishment rosuluod in a gonoral fatiguo condition in both pilots 
and ship’s company porsonnol., Indications of this wore tho dark 
circlos under tho oyos, tho dull listless conversations and groator 
tondoncios toward temper flaro ups. Landing patterns woro sloppy, 
pilots woro slow in answering Landing Signal Officer's signals, and 
landings wo**o rough. 

During tho day personnel with an opportunity to sloop 
were disturbod by air oporations, catapults, bomb hoists, olovators, 
and air attack drills. At night, sloop was interrupted during re- 
plenishment by noiso of hoists, winches, and handling of heavy mat- 
erials on tho hangar dock. Tho fact that personnel did not know whon 
they could oxpoct a rest appoarod to aggravate tho condition. 

It is rocommondod that in a throo or four carrier Task 
Forco a poriodic rospito for part of a day would help corroct tho fat- 
iguo problom and would also provido an opportunity for aircraft main- 
tenance. 



stato aircrhft caught in tho abovo situation inposod an additional 
problem in that critically low state aircraft had to bo individually 
worked into tho pattom to oxpedite rocovory. 


(5) Spare Parts Procurement after Protracted Oporations 

(a) Aircraft spares, 

Thoro wero oloven (13) aircraft AOG during this 
operating poriod. Parts for sovon (7) of thoso woro rocoivod in an 
averago of four and ono half (4£) days via air from tho aviation storos 
ship in tho aroa* Four (4) aircraft roquirod parts available only at 
ASD Oakland, dolivory of which avoragod oightocn (18) days,, 

(b) Electronic Spares 

This ship doployod from CONUS with approximately 
oighty porcont (80$) of Its allowance of electronic sparos although 
ono hundrod porcont (100$) had boon requisitioned. The shortago of 
spare parts has made it impossible to maintain roquirod oloctronic 
oquipmont in an operating status. 
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b. Operations 


(1) Air Operations 

Three officers and nine enlisted personnel wore assign- 
ed to Air Operations. The Air Operations Watch consisted of one off- 
icer and throe enlisted men during early morning and night operations. 
Two officers and five enlisted personnel during daylight operations. 

Two enlisted porsonnol wore on duty during such poriods whon the ship 
had night roady dock, or aircraft in a roadinoss condition. 

During early morning and night air operations tho 2-JG 
sound powor phonos woro not mannod, launch and rocovory data was sont 
to tho roady rooms ovor tho HC circuit# 

Tho X-JA sound powor circuit was mannod during all air 
operations* Ono station was mannod in Air Plot and tho other on tho 
bridgo. Tho bridgo watch maintained a status board by moans of groaso 
poncil. Tho board was mountod in tho window framo just aft of tho 
Captain’s chair. This board was mado of plexiglass and had soctions 
rulod off to show tho number of aircraft schodulod for oach ovont by 
typo with tho launch and rocovory times, Tho nunbor of aircraft by 
typo, tho nunbor of aircraft with hung ordnanco by sido number, tho 
critical fuol stato by typo aircraft figured on tho distance to tho 
nearest landing fiold, tho boaring and distance to tho noarost land- 
ing fiold, any unusual circumstances such as aircraft in tho lamo 
duck circlo, ptc, tho Task Foroo roady dock schodulo, and tho latest 
Korean woathor. 

Air Operations maintainod a manifest in Air Plot of all 
passongors embarking and dobarking by holicoptor and CCD# Helicopter 
and COD flights woro mot on tho flight dock by Air Operations porsonnol, 
Enbarking COD passongors woro takon to Air Plot whore tho Moss Treas- 
urer assignod quarto rs and tho Ship’s Writor chockod orders, Dobark- 
ing passongors roported to Air Plot 45 minutes prior to schodulod 
toko-off timo for aircraft assignment, COD arrivals and departures 
woro announced over tho ship’s loud spoakor system, airlinos stylo, 
upon arrival and 45 minutos prior to departure. 

(2) CIC 

A throo sootion watch bill was employed for both of floors 
and non during tho operating period. Two officors and fiftoon mon com- 
prised tho normal watch. Additional mon woro omplo'yod from tho oncoming 
watch soction as required until ComCarDiv ONE shifted his flag to tho 
U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN on 5 Juno 1953. 

Air Soarch and air control functions woro conducted 
primarily with SPS-6B radar, Dospito a "blind spot" caused by stack 
and suporstructuro intorforonco in a 40-do groo soctor from 020 to 
060 dogrocs rolativo, this oqulpmont provod to bo tho most roliablo. 

Mark X IFF is avnilablo only through tho SFS-6B and is prosontod in 
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in tho SPS-6B radar roan, 

A firo in tho anplidyno transfomor on 24 May 1953 

rondorod the Mtf syaton of 

sinllaf failures have occurred in tho past m ^ ^ operating 
soarth aye ton performed satisfactorily f ® t proclu( iod its 
but tho lack 6t IFF information vdth tho 
ued for air control purposes except as a sxanaDy 

To improve 1# presentation and doriv° mxto® 
benefit from tho SX soarch system a roquost h as ^ ti tod^f 

authorization to S £ S2E’.- 

RooLuo dogroo HT =ovor- 
ago would then bo more likdly attainable. 

( 3 ) Photo Interpretation 

During this pdriod tho primary offorts of tho Photo 
Interpretation offico voro directed toward tho production of a 
largo quantity of target aosiaCSi A rocord of 75 torg°J J"!®* 
illustrating major onemy buildup in tho noar vicinity of tho bomb- 
lino, woro producod in tho last four operating days of this porlod. 

Tho assigned oonplsaont of 2 enlisted non and 1 officer 
was supplemented by a third enlisted nan and tho P.X. working spaco 
was shifted from tho ©ealid rocm to tho flag spacos in this oporating 
poried. Both of thoso factors contributed to tho productivity and 
officioncy of this offico. 

(4) Air Intelligence 

During this first lino poriod of tho BOXSR's ourront 
cruise, tho Air Intelligonco Offico ovolvod into a functional to an 
oporating to sorvo tho intelligence noods of both ship and air group. 

Tho intolligonoo offioo complement consists of 3 officers 
and 4 onlisted non. This number is folt to bo adequate for the job. A 
routine work schedule was ovolvod with 2 officers and 3 enlisted working 
during tho day; 1 officer and X onlisted nan comprised the night ‘crow*. 

Various techniques developed to aid in disseminating 
information inoludo tho followings 

(a) A running air schedule hoard was maintained to 
rocord launch and land information. Made of plexiglass, this board 
aids in keeping accurate information for use in tho strlko flash re- 
port and tho daily air summary. 



(b) A ploxiglnss air sunnary board was naintainod on 
an ovont basis which indicated tho inforoation used to nako up tho 
daily air sunnary. Uso of this board nado it possible to sond out 
tho sunnary woll within tho tino limits imposed, 

(c) Tho display of availablo target covoraga on a 
1*250,000 nap provod most useful as a nouns of solocting possiblo 
tar got aroas for amod rocco and hocklor missions and as a noans 
of tar got oriontation. Each targot aroa was identified by a snail 
squrre togothor with the target nosiac number making it possiblo to 
quickly detomino targets availablo in any area, 

(d) Tho special Hydrographic Office toxoprint charts 
(plastic surfaced) HO 15642*1.2 aro in use by 2 squadrons for eval- 
uation purposes* Thus far tho pilot's roaction to tho uso of thoso 
charts has boon quito favorablo, 

(o) Each day tho Air Intelligence Offico originates a 
shipwido broadcast sunnary of air oporations nows designod to give 
tho officers and non a bottor understanding of tho ship's part in 
tho war effort, 

(5) Communications 

Sovoral days prior to joining the task forco this ship 
with ConCanDiv ONE embarked reported in on nets guarded by CTF-77 and 
commencod intercepting traffic to or originated by CTF-77, This 
procoduro proved to bo of considerable valuo in that cognizant staff 
and ship Officors wore givon an opportunity to become familiar with 
tho typo of traffic to bo oxpoctod whon operating with tho task forco. 
Radio operators received a short intonsivo poriod of training on 
hoavily loaded circuits, communi cation watch offlcors, radio super- 
visors and clerical personnel bocano accustcmod to handling a high 
volumo of traffic and now mombors of tho crypto-board woro rapidly 
qualified. Thoro was no disruption of communication services in- 
cidont to tho rolioving of tho Task Forco Commander. Considorablo 
dolays occurred in procossing somo oncryptod traffic that was being 
hold for correction or ropotition. 

To adoquatoly support tho comnuni cation plan, this 
ship with tho Task Forco Commander ombarkod, would havo roquirod 
almost 10056 continuous availability of transmitters instollod. 

Outages of major transmitters necessitated assignmont and roassign- 
mont of comnuni cation guards to othor ships. It was notod that 
other ships having a similar transmitter installation woro unabla 
to cover cortain circuits duo to outagos of equipment. After tho 
Task Forco Commander transferred to a converted carrier, BOXER was 
able, in spite of about 60$ availability of transmitters, to adoq- 
uatoly covor all tho assigned communication guards • Tho -typos TCS 
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and TCZ transmitters provod to bo of doubtful value for tho communio- 
atlons roquirod. Tho URT-4 transmitter, installed for evaluation, 
continues provo totally unroliablo and represents a maintenance 
problem wholly out of proportion to its value* This has boon made 
tho subjoct of an evaluation roport. Tho following tabulation of 
major transmitters has boon proparod to show tho urgent nood that 
oxisted for standby oquipnont as well as an adequate nunbor of 
qualified electronics technicians to sorvico tho equipment and per- 
form technical maintenance* Radio strikers ore used to sot up and 
make adjustments to tho low, medium, and high frequency transmitters 
and porfom operators* maintenance within thoir capabilities to 
transmitting and receiving equipment, Tho ship has tho following 
major communication transmitters installed: 2 TBM, 4 TCK, 4 TCZ: 


TRANSMITTER 

LOCATION 

•TOTAL OUTAGE TIME 

INCLUSIVE DATES 

TBM 

RDO II 

514 hours 

17 May-19 Juno 

TBM 

RDO III 

46 hours 

22 May-15 Juno 

TCK #2 

RDO II 

768 hours 

19 May-19 Juno 

TCK #1 

SDO III 

78 hours 

1 Juno-9 Juno 

TCZ #1 

RDO II 

77 hours 

16 May-19 Juno 

TCZ #2 

RDO II 

240 hours 

6 Juno-16 Juno 

TCZ #1 

RDO in 

456 hours 

16 May-16 Juno 


•Transmitters wore considered "out” whon they wore not fully 
operational for the purposo of this summary. 


In order to process traffic and maintain tho roquirod 
guards an oxporioncod supervisor, assistant supervisor, two "call 
brcak-down n mon, fivo experienced CW oporators, ono voice operator, 
two tolctypo operators and two utility mon and messengers woro ro- 
quirod for oach of throe watch sections, Tho flag Chiof Radioman, 
tho ship's Chiof Radioman and Radioman First Class dividod thoir 
tiao in such a way that at loast ono was prosont in Radio control 
at all times to chock traffic, monitor watchos on tho various 
Circuits, instruct pcrsonnol and to handle unusual or omorgoncy 
situations. Early in tho period, tho Radioman First Class was trans- 
ferred without roliof and it became nocossary for tho Chiof Radiomen 
to spend from 12 to 16 hours daily in Radio Central. Duo to tho high 
voluno of traffic handled and tho nocossity for rapidly procossing 
this traffic, operators and supervisory porsonnol rocoivod training 
which would toko months to achiovo undor ordinary circumstancos. 

It was notod that on some circuits, particularly tho Task Force 
Common, that many oporators woro at slow spooda. On other circuits 
it was noted that traffic novod at high spoods and all oporators 
wore alert and officiont. On tho so circuits tho NCS oporator was 
invariably an accomplished spood koy oporator and tho other opoiv 
ators woro either good bugmon or hand-key oporators able to rocoivo 
through intorforonco. Tho ship to shoro RATT circuit to Radio 
Yokosuka was tho principle moans of relaying traffic outbound from 
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tho task forco* Frequent outages on this circuit due to a combination 
of equipment failures and poor signals somovhat delayed traffic. Bio 
UHF RATT circuit botwoen tho carriers was frequently overloaded whon 
moro than two carriers were prosent and rocoptlon was loss than ex- 
cellent. Late in tho period this ship put up an additional UHF RATT 
circuit with the Task Forco Commander and traffic was cxpoditiously 
handled. 


Two oxporiencod members of tho crypto-board woro do- 
taohod boforo tho ship arrived in tho Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN oper- 
ating area. Throe additional oxpcrioncod members woro dotachod boforo 
tho tour was half finished. To dffset tho continuing loss of exper- 
ienced crypto-board members, throo junior officers from tho Supply 
Dopartmont, two Ship’s Clerks and tho Administrative Officer wore 
assigned to stand watchos in tho cryptocontor while tho ship was on 
tho line. The loss of personnel had boon anticipated and those 
Supply and Administrative soction officers had been qualified as 
cryptographers during tho time the ship was onrouto to this area 
from the United States. To adequately process traffic through the 
oryptocenter, a continuous watch of throe qualified cryptographers 
Was required. A fourth officer was continuously available to assist 
with handling of classified traffic during peak periods. Several 
fated telamon had boon cleared for processing classified traffic, but 
because of tho uf gont neod of thoir servico in Radio Central and tho 
Communications Offico* could not bo sparod for tho cryptocenter watches. 


A continuous watch of an experienced Comnuni cation Watch 
Officor, two write up mon, a ditto operator, a classified traffic 
messenger, and two other messengers was required to process and deliver 
messages internally* In addition to this the Flog and tho ship oach 
furnished a communications office supervisor. Those supervisors woro 
not assigned rogulor watchos* Their principle duties wore to insure 
that messages woro processed in a timely manner, routing accomplished 
as indicated by tho CWO and that messages woro properly filed* 

During tho period 15 May through 19 Juno a grand total 
of 27,795 messages woro handled by CTF-77 and BOXER. A breakdown of 
traffic handled over tho principle radio circuits follows s 


CKT 

SENT 

RECEIVED 

B32 


8164 

B5 


9472 

ci6 

225 

308 

04.3(c) 

357 

2952 

D188 

333 

676 

A4.7 

2121 

85 

T6 

863 

1070 

2340 kcs. 

259 

436 

A8(b) 

177 

51 

D189 

125 

106 



A dally avorago of 350 messages wore handled in tho 
comuni cations office as being addrossod to or originated by CTF-77 
or BCXER, Approximately 35 percont of thoso mossagos xroro classifieds 
Serially numbered General messages were recoivod in all casos and tho 
ship departed tho area with comploto up to dato filos of thoso mossagos. 

Visual communications consisted almost oxelusivoly of 
sonding and rocoiving administrative typo mossagos. Tho Task Forco 
was not manouvorod by flaghoist. Full uso of Nancy oquipmant was 
made during darkon ship periods. On roplonishmont days almost tho 
on tiro signal forco was roqulrod to bo on watch to handle tho visual 
traffic* 

Tho incoming mail sorvico, oxcopt for ono brief period, 
was considorcd to bo oxcollont during tho ontiro tour on tho lf.no. 

Tho several changos in tho amploymont ordors for this ship causod tho 
mail to bo dolayod during that period, Tho ship’s stomp crodit of 
$15,000 is considorod adoquato* 82 pouchos of air mail and 78 pouches 
of parcol post woro rocoivod while tho ship was on tho lino. During 
this period 2,133 monoy ordors valued at $90,127*70 wero sold. During 
pay days nonoy ordors woro sold in tho wardroom, tho chiof potty off- 
icers' moss and tho post offico and thoso facilitios woro mado avail- 
able until hands had boon sorvod, 

Tho communication soction officor porsonnol allowanco, 
augmontod by cryptographers from othor departments, is considorod 
adoquato for tho typo of operations just conplotcd. Tho allowanco 
of rated radionon and tolcnon is considorod adoquato provided it is 
fillod to noar 100$, Tho ship operated successfully with loss than 
23$ of tho allowanco of rated radiomon. That this was possiblo is 
attributod to tho oxcollont leadership and tho untiring offorts of 
tho potty officers and tho willingness and enthusiasm of tho non- 
rat od mon. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That CVA's acting as flag ships for forco commandors 
bo suppliod with onough rcliablo modium and high froquoncy transmitters 
so that standby oquipmont may bo roadily availablo on important cir- 
cuits and that routino maintononco may bo carriod out without having 

to rosort to guard ship arrangomonts. 

2. That onough ratod radiomon bo assignod to onablo 
tho ship to carry out its mission and at tho soma timo pursue a 
roalistic training program for non-ratod mon. 

3. That incontivos bo provided to oncourago radioman 
to bocomo qualifiod spood koy operators, 

4« That visual communications with yard arm blinkers 
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and 8 inch adaptor oquippod lights bo pormittod during hours of 
darknoss whon no conditions of radio silonco aro in of foot. 


5. That tho allowanco for hand oporatod ditto 
machine bo changod to an oloctrically oporatod machine, 

6. That a standard Ditto-mat nossago foro for CVA's 
in AirPac bo adoptod. 


7* That tho requiramont for originators of mossagos 
to uso tho abbreviation n N0TAL n whoro roquirod be rigidly enforced* 

8* That all junior officers ordered to CVA’s and not 
scheduled to fill a particular billet be further ordorpd to a course 
of instruction in cryptography prior to reporting aboard, 

(6) Photography 

Upon departure of tho ship from Yokosuka to the lino, 
porsonnel within tho photographic laboratory woro divided into two 
shifts; oach shift of 12 hours duration and changing at 0700 and 
1900. This arrangement was vary good for maintaining a smooth flow 
of work throughout tho operating period. No troubles woro experienced 
within tho laboratory and camera failuros woro at a minimum. Except 
for tho drastic drain on 8x10 copy film, all supplies ordorod prior 
to doparturo fron San Diogo woro adoquato, Tho high oxpondituro of 
copy film was duo to flag requirements for duplicate nogativos of 
targot studios. In this connection it is rocammondod that tho pro- 
sont allowanco of copy film bo substantially incroasod for carriors 
oporating with flag ombarkod, 

Tho roduction of sonno print distribution by carriors 
on tho lino as ostablishod by ComCarDiv ONE has oasod tho workload in 
tho photographic laboratory considerably. At tho prosont timo ono 
flash print and only two annotated prints aro being mado from tho 
aorial film. With this arrangomont it is possiblo to dovoto moro 
attontion to quality and also maintain a fast turnover for other typos 
of work within tho laboratory, 

Excollont rosults havo boon obtainod with tho F56-20 rt 
aorial camera installation in tho AD aircraft. Tho damage assossnont 
photographs obtainod with this camera aro for superior to thoso prev- 
iously mado with tho K-17-24" and K25-6 3/8 n cameras. 

Ozalid reproductions havo not boon as high as orig- 
inally anticipated; howovor, much of tho matorial that has boon 
roproducod could not havo boon accompli shod otherwise bocauso of 
sizo and typo Coproductions dosirod. . 
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ongagomonts has 

boon groatly improved with tho installation of a fixod K-25 aorial 
canora on tho splintor shiold of tho flag bridgo. This camera is 
borosightod on tho barricado and is oloctrically oporatod. Ono 
photographor stationod on tho flag bridgo during flight quarters 
is ablo to oporato both this canora and a high spood motion picturo 
canora. A description of this installation togothor with oxamplos 
of photographs obtained will bo mado a part of a soparato roport to 
bo forwardod la tor. 
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Photographic covorago of barricado 


A breakdown of work porformed in tho photographic 
laboratory during this period on tho lino follows: 


NEGATIVES MADE 

9X18 8,188 

9X9 3,091 

4X5/8X10 1,205 

Total 12,484 

(7) Aerology 


PRINTS MADE 

9X18 20,453 
9X9 4,248 
4X5/8X10 9,473 
18X22 300 
Total 34,174 


GUN CAMERA FILM 

_HtSSg§3H2 

21,556 foot 

(Target studies for AI 
briefing) 


Tho period 13 May to 19 June was characterized by 
tho resumption of tho Southorly Monsoon over tho Sea of Japan with 
twonty-ono of tho thirty-oight days having a provailing wind direction 
botwcon Southoast and Southwost. In gonoral a low prossuro area oxist- 
od ovor Manchuria and Siberia with a sorios of fronts and troughs 
moving oastward ovor Southorn Manchuria and Korea, Tho polar front 
was located south of Koroa and Japan with cyclonic wnvo dovolopnont 
occurring off tho coast of China and again to tho oast of tho Japan- 
oso islands, VJoak high contors or ridgos wore situated ovor tho 
opornting aroa for a total of 12 days during this 38 day poriod, 

Tho woathor was largoly of a transitional nnturo with on unusually 
largo number of cxtratropical cyclonic storms moving through tho 
opornting aroa. Eight low contors moved across Koroa into tho Soa 
of Japan causing a cossation of flight operations due to woathor 
for two and ono half days: May 22nd, Juno 18th and 19th, Three 

othor low contors moved into tho Sea of Japan from south of Koroa 
causing flight operations to bo suspended for ono day - May 29th, 


Typhoon "Judy" which crossed ovor tho southorn Japan- 
ese island of Kyushu on 7 Juno influoncod tho woathor in tho opornt- 
ing aroa for throe days - from 5 to 7 Juno, Tho approach of tho 
typhoon from tho East China Soa coincidod with tho development of a 
low oontor and trough ovor tho Yollow Soa and lator Koroa, This 
combination caused a modornto south to southoastorly flow of warn 
moist Maritimo Tropical Air ovor tho rolativoly coldor wator of tho 
Soa of Japan, blankoting tho opornting aroa with low stratus, fog. 
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and drizzlo, and causing a suspension of flight oporationS for half 
a day on tho 5th, all of tho 6th, and throo-fourths of tho 7th of 
Juno. 


For this 38 day period an unusually largo amount of 
cloudiness occurred with cloar skios only 24$ of tho tino and moro 
than eight- tenths of tho sky covorod for 65$ of tho tinoj ceilings 
woro below 5000 foot almost half of tho time (42$). The majority 
of low coilings occurrod with south to southeasterly winds which 
transported tho lower cloud layors ovor tho coastal plains of North 
Koroa, and reduced tho effectiveness of flight operations ovor tho 
coastal targot aroas. 

Tho incidence of fog was also unusually high (21$ of 
tho time) and has a direct relationship to the southerly wind flow. 
In tho majority of instances tho fog formod in tho oorly morning and 
dissipated by 1000 local time in tho coastal operating area. As a 
rosult, flight operations woro dolayod from 4 to 8 hours on several 
occasions and in throo casos oarly morning roplonishmont operations 
woro dolayod duo to tho roducod visibility. 


Winds loss than 10 knots occurrod about ono third of 
tho tino. Although flight operations woro not suspondod nor doloy- 
od oxcossivoly duo to lack of sufficiont wind, thoir offoctivonoss 
was roducod by nocossitating a docroaso in ordnance loadings on air- 
craft on sovoral occasions. 


A total of six days woro lost duo to in clamant woathor 
during this operating poriod. 

AEROLOGICAL SUMMARY 
OPERATING PERIOD 
13 MAY THROUGH 19 JUNE 1953 


TEMPERATURE 


SURFACE . WINDS 


AVERAGE 
AVERAGE MAX, 
AVERAGE MIN. 
ABSOLUTE MAX. 
ABSOLUTE MIN. 

SPY CONDITIONS 

OVERCAST 

CLOUDY 

PARTLY CLOUDY 
MOSTLY CLEAR 


63o7 DEG, 

68.9 DEG. 

60.3 DBG, 

80 DEG. 

55 DEG. 

$ TOTAL TIME 

41.5$ 

23.8$ 

10 , 6 $ 

24.1$ 

57 

80.3$ 
150 


HOURS OF PRECIPITATION 
AVERAGE REL. HUM. 

HOURS OF FOG 


PREVAILING DIRECTION DAYS 
N 3 

NNE 2 

NE 2 

ME 1 

E 2 

ESE 2 

SE 6 

SSE 4 

S 7 

SSW 1 

SW 3 

WSW 2 

W 3 

WNW 0 

NW 0 

NNW 0 
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AVERAGE VELOCITY 


12.7 KTS 


AVERAGE MAX. VELOCITY 

20.7 KTS 


AVERAGE MIN. VELOCITY 

4.7 KTS 


ABSOLUTE MAX. VELOCITY 

32.0 KTS 


ABSOLUTE KIN. VELOCITY 

CAIM 


CEILINGS 

umk 

T£Mg msmm 

% TOTAL TIME 

BELOW 1000 FT 

25.0 % 

UNDER 1 MILE 

4.6% 

1000 TO 5000 FT 

17.0% 

1 TO 3 MILES 

2.4% 

5000 TO 10,000 FT 

iik6% 

3 TO 6 MILES 

16*456 

ABOVE 10,000 FT 

46*4% 

v OVER 6 MILES 

76.6% 


FAVORABLE FLYING CONDITIONS (CEILING 1000 FT. OH HIGHER, VISIBILITY 
THREE MILES OR MORE) * 75*0% 

c. Supply 

(l) Commissary 

Provision ropleni shine nt was received at son four 
tir.ios during tho curront tour on tho lino as follows* 


£at£ 

Ship Tons 

-Olflgggg 

Tons Recoivod 

Loading 

Tino 

15 May 

uss pictcr (af*-54) 

64 

51 

75 Min. 

25 Flay 

USS POLARIS (AF-11) 

82 

60 

110 Min, 

4 Juno 

USS POLARIS (AF-11) 

49 

40 

60 Min, 

17 Juno 

USS PICTOR (AF-54) 

19b 

155b 

140 Min, 


A problem which croatod an inofficiont operation was 
oneountcred during two roplonishmont poriods when ammunition was 
rocoivod aboard just prior to provisioning. This situation rosultcd 
in congestion of hangar deck working spaco and shortago of matorial 
handling oquipmont to move storos and striko them bolow to stowago 
spacos. 


During roplonishmont days and whon bad woather con- 
ditions proventod flying, sandwiches woro provided for tho crow. 

Thoy wore propnrod on thirty- fivo (35) different occasions during this 
period on tho lino. Hanburgors, hot dogs, and grilled chooso proved 
to bo the nest popular types of sandwichos* 

An averago of 325 night rations woro sorvod oach night 
during tho tour on tho lino. 

Provision items which woro difficult to obtain from 
roefors wore: Jan and jolly, tomatoos, lettuco, maco, graham flour, 

pork luncheon moat, bocf hash, honiiiy, com on cob FF, chorrios FF, 
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lima boans , FF, groan onions, dry onions, radishos, cucumbers, ' \ u 
turnips, and bluoborrios FF. 

Tho following amounts of provisions woro consumod 
during this oporating poriod. All indicatod amounts nro in pounds. 
Flour 41,400, proservod moat 8,246, meat, bonoloss 27,357, moat, 
smoked 52,847, , vogotablo cannod 23,678, vogotablo frosh 133,639, 
vogotablo frozon 16,506, fruit cannod 18,988, fruit-frosh and frozen 
44,754, fruit and vogotablo 6,944 , coffoo 9,360, ovaporatod milk 
lo, r 14, nilk-skimmed and powdorod 5,623, buttor 4,980, shortoning 
9, 493, granulated sugar 24, 350, milk-modo 1,890 gallons, and fresh 
eggs 8,900 dozon, 

(2) Ship's storo and C&SS 

During tho last poriod on tho lino sales in tho Ship's 
Storo activitios soomod to oporato in satisfactory manner. Tho wntor 
shortago prosontod a "salt wator" problem in tho laundry, but in tho 
ovont that problem arisos again tho laundry will bo ablo to copo with 
tho situation. 

Adequate stocks, of all Ship*s storo items pravontod any 
difficulties which might havo oxistod from exhaustion of stocks 
during tho oporating period. Duo to cold woathor and oxtondod tour, 
candy supply ran low, but will bo rostockod upon roturn to Yokosuka. 

(3) Aviation Supply 

Duo to tho oxtondod poriod of oporations on tho lino, 
and unusually largo numbor of missions flown, stocks of high usago 
itons woro doplotod. This condition was causod by tho tactical 
situation and tho replenishment at night which pormittod full oper- 
ation daily. It is apparont that tho standard 180 day allowances 
aro insufficient in certain items for this sustained typo of opera- 
tions,, 

A total of 2,268 lino itoms woro rocoivod on stub 
requisitions. Of thoso requests 97 percent of tho lino items woro 

furnishod. 


Tho USS JUPITER (AYS-£) replenished aviation stores 
at soa on 15 May 1953* Approximately 55 % of tho itoms roquostod 

suppliod. Howovor, a largo number of tho itoms roquostod woro 
itoms roquirod for OEC buildups, which aocounts for tho low porcont- 
ago of tho total roquosts furnishod. 

Tho Juno replenishment was offloadod by tho JUPITER 
prior to hor doparturo for tho lino, as tho BOXER was ordorod into 
Yokosuka on tho date of tho JUPITER's doparturo from Yokosuka, 

Summary of results of porcontago items furnishod from this roplonish- 
nont will bo includod in tho noxt summary. 
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(4) Gonoral Supply 

An Initial problem oxistod in tho matter of aviators* 
breathing oxygon. Usago with throo (3) jot squadrons aboard avoragod 
about 13 cylindors por day, BCXER has no oxygon plant aboard so it 
is ossontiol that all tonkors maintain substantial stock of this gas 
for all roplonishmonts, Ono tankor arrived with no oxygon aboard which 
caused a roquost of 72 cylindors at tho noxt roplonishmont bocauso of 
no ro servos aboard BOXfR. This roquost was filled and no futuro diff- 
iculties woro oxporioncod* 

Cortain outages of oloctronic oquipmont woro causod by 
lack of on-board sparo parts. This is particularly truo of QK-259 
magnetrons for AN/2PN-12 Radar and almost all parts for AN/URT-4 
radio transmitters. Full stocks of eparo synchros for all oquipmont, 
radio transmitter motor generator amaturos, boarings, and fittings, 
QK-259 nagnotrons should bo aboard prior to loaving CONUS. 

(5) Wardroom Moss 

In ordor to utilizo tho porsonnol availablo most 
officiontly it was found that a separation of stewards' duties 
between wardroom and stateroom duties provod most succossful. 


Tho following itoms woro in short supply: 


Stock Number 

I&gs DgaaiAsito 

R14-G-9 34-575 

Groaso 

R14-H-110 

Hydro lubo 

R17-SFIC-162 

Dotoctor 

R17-1-7476-1 

Invortor 

R82-NAF ~ 6Q3410— 1 

Points 

RS3**GR‘ j 34095 

Cylindor 

R33-M2200 

Valvo 

R83* *AR- “ 2 5400-20 

Valvo 

R33"T-*5b'23 

Tiros 

R84“Fi , ’-"~48P6 

Engine 

R85-HW31868 

Plugs 

R85--FW-198153 

Fuol Controls (H0-7006c) 

R 85 -FM- 184765 

Filter 

R85-WAC-138Q43 

Rings 

R86-FB 011047-030-02 

Pump 

US l 1 OBOl— 2A 

Rogulator 

RS7-AKJ™ P100206 

Propollor 

RSS-1-132 5-012-000 

Indicator 

R8S-G-1021-050-000 

Gago 

R94-GR-13 5330-LA 

Chuto 

R94-GR-13 53 11-L/fo 

Chuto 

R94-C-73550 

Chargor® AER0-13A 

R94-3UA-52A323EL 

Switch 

J941t'BUA"122**275 

Food Moch. 

J941-BUA-122-300 

Food Moch. 


ACCG* s wore as follows* 
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No, Days 


Aircraft 

Stock, Nqpbpre 


SpPfSS SHBRjiZ 

ACOG 

F9F-2 

R85-FW-132162 

Covor 

ASD, Oakland 

14 

F9F-5 

RS3-MMM-2200 

Volvo 

USS JUPITER 

3 

AD4NA 

R16-P-5690 

Fotontimotor 

ASD, Oakland 

23 

AD4NA 

R87-APD-P100206 

Propollor 

USS JUPITER 

5 

F9F-2 

R83-AP-25400-20 

Valve 

USS JUPITER 

3 

AD4WA 

R82-DG-4254985 

Shaft 

Yokosuka 

6 

AD4NA 

R36- FE-011047-P3 0-02' 

Pump 

USS JUPITER 

5 

AD 4NA 

R83-DG- 5256715-94 

Lino Assy: 

ASD, Oakland 

Not roc. 
to dato 

AD4HA 

R83-DG— 5256715-98 

Lino Assy: 

ASD, Oakland 

Not roc. 
to dato 

F9F-5 

V84-FVr- J 48-F6A 

Engino 

ComFairJap 

8 

F9F-5 

R17-SFIC 

Dotoctor 

USS JUPITER 

2 


A considorablo incroaso in ration cost was oxporioncod 


during this tour. This was brought about by several factors. It 
was found that many pilots and porsonnol concomod with early morning 
lnunchos ato four (4) mools por day, since thoy wore roquirod to work 
unusually long hours, 

Tho lack of storago space for Wardroom Stores and tho 
extendod at soa period croatod tho nocossity for abnormal purchases 
from tho Gcnoral Moss. Thoso purchases in many casos wore considerably 
noro costly than thoy would bo ashore. 

A sandwich moss oporatod from 2000 until 2400 o&ch 
ovoning has provod vory successful. From six to ton typos of sand- 
wiches aro available each ovoning. Tho officers sign chits for tho 
sandwichos and thoy aro colloctod monthly by tho Moss Troasuror with 
tho offi cor 1 s moss bill* 

do teiory 

(1) Porformanco of Ordnanco Equipmont and Matorial 

Anti-aircraft Firing jExorcisos woro conductod on two 
occasions} porformanco was considorod good. Firings woro: 

(a) Enrouto from Yokosuka, Japan to Oporating aroa, 

11 May 1953 GEORGE and HOW runs. 

(b) Replenishment period 25 May 1953 - Cno (l) 

OBOE run. 

(2) Only routino casualties woro oncountorod during this 

poriod , 
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(3) Ordnanco 


Ordnanco cxpondod in AA firing: 


5/38 

AAC (MTF) 27 rds. 


40MM 

HEIT 254 rds. 


Only two AA firings woro accomplished during forty 
two operating days. The increased paco of air operations and night 
replenishments provontod more oxorcisos in tho Task Forco. Woathor 
cancelled scheduled oxercisod onrouto from operating area to Ibkosuka. 

(4) Soananship 


During tho period 10 May 1953 to 21 Juno 1953, tho 
following seamanship oxerciscs woro conductodr 

(a) Tho ship roplonishod 19 timos from a total of 
29 replenishment ships: 

Fuol 15 

Ammunition 9 

Frosh Provisions 4 

Aviation Stores 1 


(b) Tho ship rofiaeled 3 destroyers and affected 46 
individual high-lino transfers with a total transfer of 171 personnel* 

(c) Fourteen of the fifteen times tho ship received 
fuel, tho Elwood Rig was employed; tho Elokomin Rig boing used once* 
This command fools that tho Elvood Rig is proforablo to tho Elokcmin 
Rig, especially during hoavy woathor and darken ship conditions, Tho 
chances of tho hoso carrying away if tho hoso lino mossongor of tho 
riding lino parts aro groatly roducod, 

(d) Tho ship affoctod 10 roplonishnonts during 
darken ship conditions with groat succoss. Twolvo inch cargo lights 
oouippod with rod lonsos woro usod in conjunction with tho night 
lights on tho hangar dock to givo adoquato illumination. 

(o) During tho first roplonishmonts of this cruise, 
considerable difficulty was oxporioncod with tho oloctric-hydraulic 
cargo winches that woro installod during tho last yard porlod. Tho 
3/3" ccppor tubing from tho pump ond to tho brake block continually 
carried away duo to vibration. This situation was romodiod by inst- 
alling a floxiblo hoso tostod to 3000 PSI prossuro. Tho oloctric- 
hydraulic. winch doos not compare with tho steam cargo as to spood or 
load capacity. Of tho 9 timos this ship roplonishod ammunition, tho 
highest rato of transfor attainod was l6ls/t per hour; that on 21 
May 1953, from tho tJ»S.S. RANTER (AE-5). Undor similar conditions 
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and using stoan cargo winchos, this ship roplcnishad from tho U.S.S. 
RANIER (A E-5) at tho rato of 225s/t por hour in May 1952. 


(f) In order to assist a man overboard in romaining 
afloat until such timo as a roscuo is affoctad, a MK II, solf-inflat- 
ablo, two man rubbor lifo raft has boon stowod in a quick roloaso 
position on tho outboard aftor splintor shiold of mount 49, as shown 
in accompanying photograph. This raft will automatically inflato whon 
roloasod and is availablo at all timos when undorway. 


o. Air 

(1) Aircraft Handling 

Oporations with throo (3) jot squadrons and ono (l) 

AD squadron plus tho VC components has pro son tod no unusual aircraft 
handling problems; however, tho nunbor of aircraft that can bo spot- 
tod for a maximum dock load launch is limited. It has boon oxporion- 
cod on tho BOXER that 20 —22 props and 22 - 24 jots constitute a full 
dock load, Tho present practice is to spot all jots with tail pipos 
over tho catwalks oxcopt for 4 to 6 plane® jotted to starboard along 
tho island. This permits a 100 % turn up on all jots prior to leav- 
ing the spot with tho exception of those aircraft adjacent to the 
isl and. Thoso aro limited to a 60% turn up until spotted on tho 
catapults. 


It Is strongly recommended that whon throe squadrons 
of P9F's aro embarked in the somo ship that thoy all bo of tho samo 
typo, especially where tho assignod aircraft (F9F-2, F9F-5) aro 
employed to porform tho some missions, but aro not interchangeable 
for pilot assignmont. This would groatly facilitate airoraft hand- 
ling and tho advantagos with regard to tho logistics problom aro 
obvious. 


limitations of tho H4B catapults, couplod with pro- 
vailing low wind conditions, mako it difficult to achiavo design 
lead carrying capabilities of tho F9F-5 whilo ombarkod on uncon- 
verted GVA 3 s„ Roduction of tho F9F-5 complement with proportinato 
incroaso in tho numbor of F9F-2*s ombarkod in ratio to load and 
no-load (CAP* photo oscort, ate..) flights, would sorvo to incroaso 
tho fighoor •-■bomber potential of this vessel. 

Helicopter and COD traffic is assuming a "Grand Control 
Station’ 4 ’ complex and waiting room and baggago room Is noaring tho 
"must 1 ' sx,ago, Rod Cap portor sorvico is currently accomplished by 
"bluo shirts", 

(2) Catapults and Arrosting Goar 

Extonsivo catapult and arrosting goar oporations 
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woro conductod during this period* A total of 2183 catapult shots 
woro firod; 1135 shots on tho starboard catapult and 1048 shots 
on tho port catapult, Ono towing cablo of tho port catapult app- 
roachod minimum toloranco and was roroovod during tho roporting 
poriod. Thirty-throo (33) hours woro roquirod for completion j 
howovor, sinco this poriod bridgod ono replenishment day, air 
oporations woro not soriously curtailed. 

A deviation from tho mothod of rorooving rocommondod 
in NAVAER. 51-15~15HA-506 was utilizod and provod highly satisfactory, 
NAVAER 51-15HA-506 rocommonds that tho swagod fitting of tho old tow- 
ing cablo bo cut off topsido at tho shuttlo and tho now cablo brazod 
to this end, Tho old cablo with tho now attached cablo is thon 
pullod through into tho catapult room by hand and thon disposing of 
it was considered unnocossary. Instead, tho pourod fitting of tho 
tow cablo in tho catapult room was removed and a 3/8 n mossongor 
cablo was brazod to tho mossongor* A small throe fold purchaso and 
a quick dotachablo cablo clamp was applied to tho mossongor cablo 
in tho catapult room and with tho pull of a few mon, tho now cablo 
was pullod through without difficulty. It is boliovod that this 
mothod is noro dosirablo and rosults in a faster roroovo as hand- 
ling a 3/8” dianotor cablo rather than a 1 l/4 n tow cablo in tho 
confined spaco of the catapult room is proforablo. It is inter- 
esting to noto that tho now cablo has strotchqd twonty (20) inchos 
subsoquont to rorooving with tho firing of 404 shots. This strotch 
has boon cut out and tho fitting ropourod onroute Yokosuka, 

A nodorato overheating of tho port catapult pumps 
and motors was oxporioncod during warn days and prolonged oporations. 
This has boon alloviatod by utilizing two portablo blowers dircctod 
at tho pumps in tho pump room. It is considered that a more offoc- 
tivo ventilation system should bo installod in catapult pump rooms } 
howovor, with tho dovolopmont of a soa water hoat exchanger for 
cooling catapult oil underway, pump ovorhoating problems may woll 
bo solved. 

A total of landings woro complotod during tho 
poriod, #1 and #2 arresting goar ongino main ram packings woro 
roplacod after loakago dovolopod and sovcral yiolding olomonts woro 
roplaeod,. Close and dotailod inspection of catapult and arresting 
goar are mandatory during protractod air oporations and maintenance 
must bo off actively carriod out during non-oporating periods. 

(3) Aviation Maintonanco 

During this operating poriod tho V-4 Division assem- 
bled the following QEC units* 


(5) R-3350 
(3) J-48 
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Tho modhanics of the V-4 Division onjoyod this opportunity to work 
in thoir rata. 


Attrition rato of ARC-27 blado typo antonnao has 
boon oxtromoly high, both bocauso of tho oxposod location on tho 
F9F noso whool door, and bocauso of hydrolubo scopago into tho 
antenna through tho antenna connoction. 

(4) Aviation Gasoline 

In ordor to noot tho heavy rofuoling roquiromonts of 
throe jot squadrons and ono propollor squadron, it has boon nocossary 
to incroaso tho gasolino pumping prossuros to tho fuoling outlots to 
60-30 PSI by means of tho eloctric drivon pumps, Tho incroasod 
prossuro has resulted in plug valvo lubricant being forcod through tho 
filters at tho fuoling station and thonco to tho aircraft fuel system, 
A continuous program of filtor inspoction and cleaning has 'boon in- 
itiated, which combinod with loss froquent plug valvo lubrication, 
has roducod tho passago of foreign mattor to tho aircraft. An RUDM 
recomnonding tho uso of micronic typo filtor olomont in placo of tho 
prosont ribbon typo, is in preparation. 

Aviation gas has boon roplonished 13 timos during tho 
period covorod in this roport and a total of 1,301,853 gallons of 
aviation gas and 6,229 gallons of lubo oil has boon usod, Tho high 
gasolino usage for ono day was 89,600 gallons. It is noted that two 
such hoavy oporating days in succossion would make inadvisablo tho 
rofuoling of tho last 10-15 aircraft, prior to rofuoling from tho 
tanker, 

f . Engineering 

(1) Main Propulsion Plant 

The main propulsion plant of this vossol continued 
to deliver combat roadinoss roquiremonts in a notably officiont 
manner considering tho oxtondod operations undor doily flight 
schodulos necessitating roplonishmont periods oach night. Stip- 
ulated boilor maintenance work was accomplished by securing two 
boilers at a time during favorable wind conditions, 

(2) ELoctrical Installation 

Tho automatic voltage rogulation of tho 1250 K.W. 
ships service gonorators of this vossol is maintained by General 
Eloctric typo GFA-4M Voltago Regulating Equipmont, This rogulation 
is rolativoly slow to rospond to voltago and load fluctuations and 
occillatcs radically boforo sotting out on final voltago adjustment. 
Two changes in tho oporation of catapult motors havo boon incorporated 
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Into tho prasont launching procoduro, i.o, , ShipAlt CVA38K429 
’’Modify Catapult Pump Motor Starters” which roplacos auto-trans- 
formor starting with acrcss-tho-lino starting and producos in- 
finitely groator starting surgos. Hoavior typo aircraft havo 
roquirod an incroaso to 4000 FSI hydraulic punp dischargo prossuros. 
Tho first chango results in a fluctuation of gonorator torminal 
voltages botwoon 415 volts and 470 volts with tho starting of each 
of tho eight punp drive motors which requires: from 3 to 5 soconds 
to settle out in a dampened pattern. Tho second chango increases 
tho electrical load of tho ship to a point which requires that throe 
gonaraters bo kopt in oporation at all timos when flight operations 
are expo c tod, thereby increasing mointonanco requirements and at tho 
sane timo radically reducing maintenance availability. 

(3) Electronics Installation 

411 of tho rated Electronics Technicians who wero 
attachod to this vessel prior to 1 Octobor 1952 wero transforrod 
fr on tho ship boforo 1 January 1953. Tho Electronics Repair Div- 
ision was roducod to olovon non below ET2 who had had previous 
operating and maintonanco oxporionco in this vossol. Ton mon 
wero assigned to duty in this division from personnel reporting 
to this vossol prior to 1 Fobruary 1953* Ibis brought tho strength 
of tho Electronics Ropair Division up to a total of 21 onlistod mon 
to conparo with an allowance of 39, and hoadod up by ono ET1 and 
ono ET2, Rogardloss of this disparity botwoon on board count and 
allowance this vossol was assignod the communications and radar 
responsibilities of a flagship which it fulfilled without unreas- 
onable difficulty. Tho principle contributory factor causing 
oloctronics difficulties is considered to bo tho unusual fluc- 
tuations of voltage caused by surgos of curront roquirod by across- 
thc-lino starting of catapult motors. Thoso surgos are hold as 
likely causes for tho following malfunctions: 

(a) All radar equipment has trippod out from 
tino to timo. Tho UPX and MK-IO IFF trip out almost ovory timo 
a cat' 1 pelt motor is stnrtod* Each timo a pioco of radar oquip- 
mont trips out, without the normal socuring procoduro, heavy surgos 
of current and voltago aro impressed upon associated vacuum tubes. 
Much of the unusually high vacuum tubo failuro within tho past 
operating porird nay bo attributable to this reaction. 

(b) Tho AN/SFN-12 Air Spoed Radar froquontly 
reacts to tho orratic lino voltago surgos by going out of oscil- 
lation and may bo tho causo of failuro of throo intogral magnatron 
tubes during this period. 

(c) Two TCK armatures and fivo TEM-11 armaturos 
havo failod during tho poriod of this roport. Sinco thoso armaturos 
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aro operating undor a potontial of 1000 volts it is assumed that 
lino voltago fluctuations woro tho principal causo of failuro. 


(d) Tho gyro-compass low voltage alarm is fre- 
quently triggered as a rosult of voltage surges incident to cata- 
pult pump motor starting. This causes an added burdon and norvous 
strain to porsonnol on tho bridge during tho critical momonts of 
a launch. 

(4) Training 

Each vossol must conduct CCMAIRPAC Engineering Train- 
ing Exorcises by on watch personnel at overy opportune moment, par- 
ticularly in tho early phasos of training and deployment, and during 
oach night underway to insuro maximum familiarity of porsonnol with 
action to bo taken in any emergency. Spocial emphasis should bo 
placod upon stooring casualties and Iobs of oloctrical power to vital 
navigational, manouvering, and communications circuits. Familiarity 
with installed equipment as a rosult of such oxorcisos under various 
imposed casualties has procludod many situations which may have bocomo 
serious dorangononts, and this familiarity" has assisted greatly in 
cffocting prompt adjustment and repair. 


g. jfe&Bfll 

(1) Medical Department Statistical Summary of Air Group 
and Ship’s Company: 


Admissions to sick list, onlistod 162 
Admissions to sick list, officers 5 
Total visits to sick call 2489 
Minor injuries troatod 54 
Major injurios troatod (admittod to tho sick li3t) 14 
Fatal injurios 1 


LOVELESS, Edward Glonn* $69 75 39, BM3, USN| (Ship’s 
Company) was declared dead whon ho foil from tho flight 
dock into tho water at night. Tho body was not rocovorod. 


Missing in action 


WHEELER, Wilfred, III, 475420, LT, USNR, VC-3, was 
doclarod missing in action whon his piano was shot 
down on a night mission over North Koroa. 

Pilots injurod, onomy action, rocovorod 

Pilots temporarily groundod, nodical ronsons 8 

Avcrago number of days groundod 2.87 


OFCl-ASSlRFn 


(2) Vonoroal Disease casos and Non-Specific Urothritis s 

Gonorrhoa 13 (48.96 por 1000 p»r- yoar) 

Chancroid 9 (32.40 por 1000 por yoar) 

Syphilis 0 

Non-Specific Urothritis 53 (1991 $6 pet 1000 per yoar) 

following soxual oiposUfo 

Penicillin tablets issued during last in port 
period (10 days) 5»340 

(3) Upper Respiratory Disoaso Admissions 


Common cold 5 
Pharyngitis 2 
Sinusitis 1 
Tonsillitis, Acute 1 


(4) Epidemic Disoaso Admissions 

2 
1 
1 
1 
2 

(5) Comments 


Appondicitis, Acuto 

Gas tro-Entoritis 

Urothritis, Duo to Gonococcus 

Collulitis 

Injuries 


Modical supplies wore adoquatc. Thoro was no signific- 
ant breakdown of oquipmont. 

The hoalth and moralo of tho crow was oxcollont during 
tho first throe (3) wooks on tho lino, but with schodulod tours ox- 
tondod and replenishment modified to a nightly basis instoad of tho 
usual third day roplonishmont, a dofinito fatiguo was prevalent and 
tho moralo doclinod noticoably* A schodulod R&R visit to Hong Kong 
was cancollcd which also attributed to tho decline in moralo. 

h. Dental 


Tho Dontal Hoalth of tho Ship during this period was 
vory good. No infoctious disoascs woro noted. Tho Dontal Dopartmont 
oporatod with two Dontal Officors during this period. 

Tho following statistics aro submitted: 

Sittings 1221 

Restorations 817 
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Hoferonco Pago 12, eoetion (l), paragraph (c), ( F]jght Characteristics 
and performance ) 


It is therefore Considered highly dosirablo that the jot fightor 

aircraft assigned any air group bo all tho sano type. 

Roforonco Pago 12, section ( 2 ), ( Roschoduling. Polavod Air Operations ) 


Whon schodulod air oporations aro dolayod until further notice, or are 
to comnenco with a later ovont. 


Roforonco Pago 13, soction ( 2 ), ( Hoaw aircraft handling ) 

It is rocomnendod that control of roturning aircraft in advorso 
woathor conditions not bo assignod to new arrivals on tho lino 
until thoir air controllers havo an opportunity to gain cxparionco 
by controlling nultiplo aircraft in VFR conditions. 

pRSEatlfflaa 

Roforonco Pago 15, section (2), (CIC) 

...To inprovo IFF prosontation and dorivo maximum bonofit from tho 
SX search system, a request has boon initiated for authorization to 
ro- ins tall a slaved antonna bn tho SX platform 

Roforonco Fhgo 19, Recommendations 1-8, ( Communications ) 

1. That CVA's acting as flag ships....... 

2. That onough radiomen bo assignod. ...... 

3. That incontivos bo provided to oncourago. . . . . 

4» That visual communications with yard blinkers. .... 

5. That tho allowanco for a hand oporatod ditto machino.... 

6. That a standard ditto mat mossago form for CVA's 

7. That tho roquiromont for originators of mos sagos to uso 

abbreviation NOTAL 

8. That all junior officers ordorod to CVA's bo ordered to 
a courso of instruction in cryptography prior...... 
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Gunnory 

Roforonco Pago 27, section (4), paragraph c. 

...This cotntaand fools that tho Elwood Rig is profcrablo to tho 
Elokonin o specially 

Air 

Roforonco Pago 29, soction 2, paragraph (2) 

....It is boliovod that this raothod is noro dosirablo and results 
in a fastor ro-roovo 

Roforonco Pago 29, soction 2, paragraph (3) 

.....It is considorod that a noro offoctivo vontilation system 
should bo installed in catapult pump rooms 

Air Task Group ONE 

Roforonco Pago 16, paragraph c. 

....It is strongly recommend od that tho minimum number of pilots 
assigned to a 14 piano jot squadron be sot at..... 

Roforonco Pago 17, paragraph d. ( last part ) 

....It is rocomnondod that Ordnanco porsonnol bo incroasod by six... 
Roforonco Pago 19, paragraph (2) 

.....It is rocommondod that whoro squadrons of air groups aro 
separated, provisions bo made for group..... 

Roforonco Pago 19, paragraph ( 4 ) 

.....It is rocommondod that F9F-5 aircraft or aircraft of oquivalont 
wolght not bo oporatod 

Roforonco Pago 19, paragraph ( 5 ) 

...It is thoroforo rocommondod that tho aircraft allowance for ATG-1 
bo roducod.... 

Roforonco Pago 20, paragraph (9) 

...It is rocommondod that transmissions on tho striko control 
froquoncy bo hold to a minimum and rostrictod to tho following 
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specific topics*,*. 

Reference Pago 20, paragraph (10) 

....It is rocomnondod that moro control froquoncios 


Reforonco Pa.gq 21, paragraph (l7) 


,,..It is rocqmnondod that ASP and DASP flights bo shortened and 
numbor per day,.,.. 

Reference Pago 22, paragraph (3b) 

.... It is recommended that an allowance list for squadrons of 
30 1*250,000 charts. •••• 

Reforonco Page 22, paragraph (4b) 

....It is rocomnonded that larger scalo photographs bo takon of 
tho more difficult Cherokee 

Roforonco Pago 26, paragraph c. 1-3 

....Basod on current experience in tho employment of tho MK32 Mod 
1 rocket in combat operations..... 

Roforonco Pago 27, paragraph (2d) 

....It is rocomnondod that doarming doctrino for oach typo of 

gun..... 

Roforonco Pago 28, paragraph (4d) 

1 

....Another causo for rockots failing to firo is..... 

Roforonco Pago 28, paragraph (6a) 

....Tho ANM-20 MM food mochanism rocoivod on replacement aircraft 
had not boon..,., 

Roforonco Pago 29, paragraph (E3) 

....AP-630 It is rocomnondod that a comploto. . . . . 

Roforonco Pago 29, paragraph (E4) 

....Tho majority of tho discroponcios of the ARR-2A woro tracod 

to..,.. 
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Rofcronco Pago 29, paragraph (S2) 

. . . .It is folt that AN/ARC-1 discropancios would bo sharply 
roducod 

Roforonco Pago 29, paragraph (E6) 

....It is rocommondod that tho 955 tubos bo tostod for dynamic 
balancoo .... 

Roforonco Pago 30, paragraph (ELO) 

....Tho VC-3 dotachmont oxporioncod groat difficulty in kooping 
tho APS-19 radar..... 

Roforonco Pago 30, Survival , paragraph (Fl) 

....Probably tho most serious handicap that confrontod., . . • 
Roforonco Pago 30, paragraph (F2) 

....It is rocommondod that tho woodon stock of tho carbino..... 
Roforonco Pago 31, paragraph (F5) 

♦...Tho woaring of tho exposure suit....* 

//t? 

M* B. 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 


CNO( advance) 2 
CINCPACFLT( advance) 2 
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION (SOUP 1 
CQMNAVFE( advance) 1 
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 1 
CCMSEVENTHFLT( advance) 1 
CTF 77 (advance) 1 
COMAIRPAC 5 
COMSERVPAC 1 
COMFAIRALAMEDA 1 
COMFAIRJAPAN 1 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE X 
CO, FAIRBETUPAC 2 
COMFAIRHAWAII 1 
NLO, JOC, KOREA 1 
CO, USS ESSEX (CVA9) 1 
CO, USS HEARS ARGE (CVA33) 1 
CO, USS ORISKANY (CVA 34 ) 1 
CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA47) 1 
CO, USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) 1 
CO, USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN ( CVA39 ) 1 
CO, USS TARAWA (CVA40) 1 
CO, USS WASP (CVA18) X 
CO, USS HORNET (CVAX2) I 
CO, USS YCRKTOWN (CVAXO) 1 
CO, USS PRINCETON (CVA37) X 
CO, USS BATAAN (CVL29) X 
CO, USS BAIROKO (CVE115) X 
CO, USS BADOENG STRAIT (CVE116) X 
CO, USS RENDOVA (CVEH4) X 
CO, USS SICILY (CVE1X8) X 
CO, USS POINT CRUZ (CVE1X9) X 
COMCARDIV ONE 1 
COMCARDIV THREE X 
COMCARDIV FIVE X 
COMCARDIV FIFTEEN X 
COMCARDIV SEVENTEEN 1 
ATG 1 5 
ATG 2 X 
CVG 2 X 
CVG 3 X 
CVG 4 1 
CVG 5 X 
CVG 6 X 
CVG 9 X 
CVG 11 1 
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CVG 12 1 

CVG U 1 

CVG 15 1 

CVG 17 1 

CVG 19 1 

VC 3 1 

VC 11 1 

VC 35 1 

VC 61 1 
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H.S£ k BCK#l (CVA-21) 0 
c/o rlsetVPbst Office 
San EVanCi&Cd* California 


CVA-2l/Q2-jsj 
A^3 * 

Ser: O4I5 


8ESIUSKP 


10 August 1953 


-'TjXtl. 

To 1 : 


DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAS INTEOTALS: 

Commanding Officer / PECLASS1FIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

Chief of Naval Operations POD DIR 5200.10 

(1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

( 2 ) Commandor SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commandor Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U* S. Pacific Fleet 


Subj# 

Ref: 


Action Report for the period 1 July through 27 July 1953 


(a) OPNAV Instruction 348^4 doted 1 July 1951 

(b) OPNAV Notice 5215 dated 20 May 1953 


Enel: 


(1) ATG-1 conf ltr sor C01 dtd 7 August 1953? Action Report of 
Carrier Air Task Group ONE (l July - 27 July 1953) 


1. Since the forms for Operational Reports, NWIP 10-1, have not boon 
rocoivod by this command, this Action Report is submitted in compliance 
with references (a) and (b) to cover the p e piod from 1 July through 27 


g&RT-I. F ^rff.9g., 

a. ggaBgsl&ga 


(l) On 1 July 1953j in accordance with CTF-77 confidential 
dispatch 3006342 Juno 1953, the U.S,S. BOXER (CVAr2l) with Air Task 
Group ONE ombarkod, departed Yokosuka, Japan onrotito to tho operating 


area. 


(2) Rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was offootod tho 
morning Of A July 1953* Tho SORA, OTO, and CTF-77 was RADM R. E, BUCK, 


USN, Commandor Carrior Division THREE in PRINCETON* Ships present at 


tho timo of rendezvous includod tho PRINCETON and PHILIPPINE SEA* The 
LAKE CHAMPLAIN' joined tho force on 13 July and oporr.tod with it for tho 
roinaindor of this poriod* At various times dwtfig: this period tho NEW 
TERSEY joined tho force, 
b. Mission 


Tho mission of too BOXER, ns a component of Task Forco SEVENT£» 
VEIT, is sot forth in Commandor Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN Op-Qrdcr 2-52* 
-iofly statod it is ns follows: 
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(l) Assist in tho program for tho systematic interdiction 
of onainy mavomont and rosupply over tho Northoast Korean railroads , 
road eomploxos p and storago areas. 


( 2 ) Dos troy oloctric power gonorating plants and oloctric 
distribution systems in Northoast Koroa, 


( 3 ) Furnish Gloso Air Support to and air strikes in support 
of front '.i .0 ground forces, coordinating operations with Fifth Air 
Forco, Koroa, through tho Joint Operations Contcr, Koroa. 

( 4 ) Protect tho Task Forco against air, surface, and sub- 
marine attacks. 


(5) Assist tho UN Blockading and Escort Forco in ovor-all 
defense and local ground dofonso of friondly Koroon Islands as re- 
quired using air support. 

(6) Conduct Hioto and armod roconnaissanco in support of 
the interdiction program, providing photographs and photographic 
interpretation studios, 

(?) Provide air covor for UN Naval Forces as directed. 

1 July 1953 

At 1809, in accordanco with CTF-77 confidential dispatch 
300834Z Juno 1953, tho BOXER underway, onroutc to tho oporating oroa 
via Taugara Straits. 


2 July 1953 

Steaming indopondontly onrouto to tho o pore. ting aroa. 

3 July 1953 

Enrouto to tho oporating aroa. At 0755, tho RADFORD (DD446) 
joined tho BOXER as oscort. Captain M, B. GURNEY, USN was OTC, 

4 July 1953 

BOKm joined Task Force SE7ENTY-SESTEN at 0850. RADM R. E. 
BUCK, USN, Commnndor Carrier Division THREE, in PRINCETON was CTF-77. 
Schodulod coir operations wero cancollod duo to inelcmont weather ov or 
Northoast Koroa. 
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5 July 1953 



Comr.ioncing at 0309, forty-fivo (45) combat sortlos woro 
end a now rocord of 60,000 landings was sot* Woathor pre- 
cluded afternoon air oporations, Tho Task Forco roplonishod. 


At 0311 IT C. R. JOHNSON, USN, 290729, VC-35, flying an AD-4N 
BliNo 126944 <» was forced to ditch his piano forward of tho ship duo to 
,a powor failure, LT- JOHNSON and crowman D, G. KENNEDY, ACAN, USN, 

431 12 64 wore roscuod by tho U.S.S. SUMNER (DD-692), but crewman M. J. 
WRIGHT, AOl, USN, 250 72 91, was not rocovorod* LT JOHNSON sustainod 
injurios of tho right log and back. 

At 0741 LT(jg) J. L. AKAGI, GBHR f 505124, VF-194, flying an 
4D-4Q BuNo 124055 was forcod to ditch forward of tho ship duo to loss 
of powor. Tho pilot was roscuod uninjurod ty tho BOXER* s helieoptor* 

6 July 1953 

Inclement woathor 11 mi tod tho day’s air oporations. Commencing 
at 0307 six (6) sort! os wore launched. 


7 July 1953 

Woathor procludod air oporations oarly in tho day, Conmonc- 
ing at 1456 a total of fifty-flvo ( 55 ) sortios woro launched, 

Tho following voi co communication from CTF-77 was rocoivodx 

"THE EXPEDITIOUS MANNER PREPARATIONS WERE MADE FOR 
LAUNCH WAS NOTED WITH PLEASURE X WELL DONE" 


8 July 1953 

Commencing at O 63 O, ono hundred and twonty (120) sortios 
woro launched. 

At 1421, LT T. F. O’CONNCR, USNR, 430961, VF-52, flying an 
F9f-2 BuNo 122579 was forced to ditch at soa duo- to an ongino flaro- 
back, Tho pilot was rosouod uninjurod by tho U.S.S. SMALLEY (DD-565)* 

Tho Task Forco roplonishod at night, 

9 July 1953 

No air operations woro conductod duo to non-oporationnl 
weather. In connoction with tho BOXER* s rccovory of tho FRINCE!T0N*s 


aircraft, tho following dispatch was rocoivod* 

CTF-77 090330Z 

« 

"PILOT AIR DISCIPLINE AND CIC AIR CONTROL PERFORMANCE 
DURING IFR RECOVERIES TODAY WAS OUTSTANDING X WELL 
DONE" 

Replenishment was conducted during oarly aftornoon and atoning, 

10 July 1953 

Weather seriously hamporod tho day’s schodulad air operations, 
but cammoncing at 1026 forty-fivo (45) combat sortios woro launched, 

Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night, 

11 July 1953 

Commencing at 0727, a total of ono hundrod and ono (lOl) 
combat sortios wore flpvn, 

Roplonishmont was cortductod during tho night, 

12 July 1953 

Early morning air operations woro cancollod duo to inclomont 
woathcr. Boginning at 0726 one hundrod and savontoon (117) sortios 
wore launched, 

13 July 1953 

Commencing at 0304 a total of sixty-ono (61) combat sortios 
wore launched, Woathor procludod Into aftornoon and ovoning nir 
operations. 

At 0309 LT W. A, HAYES, USNR, 485783, VC-3, flying an F41A-5N 
BuNo 121912, was forced to ditch forward of the ship duo to loss of 
power, Tho pilot was roscuod uninjurod by tho U.S.S, CARPEKFER (DD-S25)* 

Roplonishmont was conductod during tho night, 

14 July 1953 

Inclomont woathor limited tho day’s schodulod air oporations 
to forty-nino (49) sortios. 

At about 0500, routine radio contact was lost with an AD-4N 
Bello 125738 pilotod ty LT R, A. SMITH, USNR, 320896, VC-35, and 
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aii'prowmon J. S. KENNEDY, AEAN, USN, 460 77 50, VC-35 and T. H. GUYN, 
USN, 433 44 29, VC-35, Radio contact was not rogainod and thoy 
aro fisted Missing in Action, ' 

* 

At 1606 RADM W, D, JOHNSON, USN, Commander Corrior Division 
ONE, in LAKE CHAMPLAIN roliovod RADM R. E. BUCK, USN, Commandor 
Carrier Division THREE, in IRINCETON as Commandor Task Forco SEVENTY* 

SEVEN, 

15 July 1953 

Weather prohibited oarly morning air oporations and 1 1 mi tod 
tho day’s sortios to thirty-one (31), 

16 July 1953 

Wcathor precluded oarly morning air oporations, but commenc- 
ing at 0631 a total of ono hundrod and olovon (ill) sortios woro flown. 

At 0606 tho BOXER and tho PRINCETON, accampaniod by four 
destroyers, loft Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN, and formod Task Unit 77,3*1* 
RADM R. E. BLICK, USN in PRINCETON was CTC and CTU 77,3.1. 

17 July 1953 

Woathcr delayed schodulod air oporations until 1630. Twonty- 
oight ( 28 ) combat sortios woro launched. 

At 2127, Task Unit 77,3,1 joinod Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN 
and Task Unit 92,1*1, RADM W, D, JOHNSON, USN in LAKE CHAMPLAIN was 
CTF-77. 

18 July 1953 

Woathcr limited tho day’s combat sortios to thirty-four (34). 

At 1310 RADM R, E. BUCK, USN, nssumod OTC Task Forco SEVENTY- 
f'VTON* At 1707 RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, assumed OTC Task Forco SEVENTY- 

S..VU N. 

19 July 1953 

Inclonont woathor delayed air oporations until 1330, A 
total of forty-four (44) combat sortios woro launchod, 

20 July 1953 

Tho Task Forco roplcnishod during non-opo rational wcathor 
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in the motning# Commencing at 1500, twonty-four (24) combat sortios 
voro floWi\i 


21 July 1953 


No air oporations conductod duo to inclomont woathor ovor 
tho Task Forco and Northeast Koroa# 


Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night# 

22 July 1953 

Commencing at 0532, a total of seventy-sovon (77) sortios 
wore flown# 

23 July 1953 


Air Oporations bognn at 0459 and ono hundred and fiftoon 
(115) combat sorties wore launchod# 


At 1047 LT D. R. PAUL, USN, 321131, VC-61, flying on 
F2H-2P BuNo 12879 crashod into tho soa upon ontcring tho landing 
pattern. The causo of tho crash was undotominod and LT PAUL was 
not rocovorod, 

Tho 61,000th landing was mado this dato# 


Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night. 


24 July 1953 


Commoncing at 0500, ono hundrod and twenty (120) sortios 
wore flown. At about 0520, LCDR J. J. KINS ELIA, USN, 114399, VF-52, 
flying an F9F-2 BuNo 123672 crash landod in friondly territory af tor 
has aircraft was damaged by bcob blobt* whon ho inadvortontly dropped 
his bombs on a rocket run* LCER KINS ELLA sufforod socond dogroo bums 
cf tho faco and hards and was ovacuatod to tho U.S.S. REPOSE (AH-16) 


Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night# 

25 July 1953 

Commencing at 0500, a total of ono hundrod and fifty-two 
(152) sortios woro lr.unchod. 

At about 1155, LT(jg) J. W. INGRAM, IBNR, 496331, VF-151, 
flying an F9F-2, BuNo 123619, was unablo to pornchuto from his piano 
rfher being hit by onemy anti-aircraft fire. IT( Jg) INGRAM ditched 
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his piano about four (4) milos south of TANG HON* An Al © rocovorod 
his body which had boon thrown clodr of his aircraft, Ho diod of 
tiplo wounds. 


Tho Task Foreo roplonlshod during tho night, 
26 July 1953 


flown. 


Cno hundred and fifty-ono (151) combat sortlos woro 



At 0305, CTF-77 directed tho Task Foreo to sot Condition 
Ono-Ablo-Ablo when numerous unldontifiod air contacts appear od on 
Foreo radar scopes, Tho Task Force ongagod in ovasivo maneuvers and 
at 0356 tho BOXER launched two ( 2 ) night Corsairs, No enemy contacts 
vcirc observed by tho night fighters and at 0438, CTF-77 signallod 
WARNING WHITE and tho Task Foreo sccurod from Condition Onc-Ablo-Ablo • 

At 1641 ENS T. F, LEDFORD, US NR, 554380, VF-151, flying an 
F9F-2 BuNo 127210 ditchod forward of tho ship, Tho causo of tho 
accident was not dotorminad and tho pilot was not rocovorod, 

Tho Task Foreo roplonlshod during tho night. 


27 July 1953 


Commencing at 0613, a total of savonty-sovon (77) combat 
eortios wore flown. 

At 2200 tho Koroan coaso-firc wont into effect, 

✓ 

Tho Task Foreo roplonlshod at night, 

PAR T III Performance of Qrdnanco Material and Equimont 
(Soo Part VI, para c« bolow) 

P''-BT IV Battlo Damago 

No battlo damago was sustained by tho ship, Sqo Enclosure 
(I) for drmago inflictod on tho cnomy and for that sufforod by BOX®, 
aircraft, 

V, Porsonnol 

a. Casualties 

Thoro wore no combat casualties Sufforod by Ship's 
, cnyany personnel as a result of cnomy action, Air Group casualties 
re reported in enclosure (1), 
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(l) Morale was oxcollont although parsonnol woro 
afforded very littlo timo for recreation due to intensive air oper- 
ations. BOXER in port sevon (7) days in tho last ainpty Qpo) days. 
Forty-six (46) mon reported for duty and twenty (20) yoro transferred 
comprising an avorago of 2016 onlistod ija ship’s company ouar tho 
peri -d o? this import. Piftoon (15) men roturnod from tompsamry 
additional duty and ono dopartod on temporary additional dtr^p. At 
present a total of forty-fivo (45) moh absent on tcmp6^r% 
additional duty, including four (4) on annual loavo to tho Phil- 
ippines, ono (l) to Guam, and thirtoon (13) on omorgoncy lon-tfo to 
tho continental U.S. . RM, FC/FT and ET ratings aro still critically 
short although ono (l) FTC roportod and ono (l) ETC and two \2) 

ET3's arc onrouto# 


(2) During this period twolvo (12) officors roportod 
and four (4) wore dotachod. Scvontcon (17) officors havo orders to 
report, ton (10) of when aro Ensigns, and ton (10) officors hr.vo 
orders for dotachmont. 


(3) Twolvo Wardroom guosts woro aboard during this 
period, comprising both civilian porsonncl and officers flcm other 
branches of the Aimed Forcos. Tho duration of thoir visits variod 
from throe (3) days to throe wooks* 

(4) There woro a total of twolvo (12) mst casos 
during this period. Ono (l) spodal court and olovon (U) non- 
judicial punishments wore awardod* 

(5) A total of oightoon hundrod sixty-sovon dollars 
($1867*00) was contributed by ship and air group porsormol to tho 
Japanese Flood Rolief Pond, 


c. Training 

(1) Doparhnontal -and Division training was carriod 
on as conditions permitted. 

(2) Tho Training Room was usod for Divisional training 
-ciassos, supervised group study, advanccmont in rate lectures, testing, 
health and hygiene locturos, church scrvicos, and rocroational movios 
in tho evenings. 

(3) The I & E program -administered the GJD tests (high 
school lavol) to ninoty-fivo (95) mon. Corrospondonoo has boon init- 
iated on tho part of thirty (30) of thoso mon to obtain thoir high 
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school diplomas; the others arc being further counseled beforo 
applying. Throe (3) EOC oxams and sovon (?) collogo lovol exams 
’.•'ere also administered. Aftcjvhour classos continuo in mathematic* 
i’ao availability of ample space for part of this period facilitated 
the examining of such numbor of mon, 

( 4 ) Two (2) Idoutonant Cconandors, who had no previous 
dock lienee, wero chockod out as officors of tho dock underway* 

d * Public Information 


Total nows roloasos and foaturo articles originated within 
this command are as follows s 


(1) 23 news photos and captions 

(2) 5 foaturo stories* with 12 accompanying photos 

(3) 1 dispatch nows story 

(4) 1 hometown nows story 

Tho Public Information Offico published tho daily 
BOXER PRESS, a four pago photo-offsot nowspapor, using ship’s nows 
and world nows rocoivod via radio-tolctypo , In addition, a four 
page wcokly foaturo Parade supplement was edited containing ship’s 
news and photographs as well as AFBS articles and pictures, 

Nov® and foaturo material was forwarded daily by 
dispatch to CTF-77 for use in oporation summaries, arid in foaturo 
stories about tho force’s four-carrlor moximtao-offort operations. 
BOXER oporation summarios wero sent as tho day's action dovolopod, 
and on many days two ( 2 ) or throo (3) such suamarics woro sont. 

A combat camera group was aboard TAD from NAS, Atsugi, 

Japan, 


o» Roliglous Actlvitios 

Protestant Bible classos wero hold weakly at 1300 to 
I 900 , For tho month of July those classos wore hold on Sunday. Pro- 
n'tattt Communion services woro held on tho socond Sunday of tho month* 
In ucstant Divino services were held each Sundry at 1000. Lnttor Bey 
9 lints Services wero hold each Sunday at 0830, and a study class was 
1 . ;ld weekly for tho Latter Day Saints, Christian Science Sorvicos 
wore hold each Sunday at 1000. Tho Protestant Choir not twioo weekly 
for practice, and on Sunday thoy contributed to tho religious sorvico. 
lectures wore hold on "Marriogo and tho Family" • Those lectures woro 
I cd on the "Armed Forces Character Guidanco Program". Sunday Masses 
v -3 hold at C630 and 0900. Wookly Mass was held at I 63 O. Confess- 
- f; wero hold boforo and after oach Mass. The two Chaplains al tor- 
i’ r.zd in conducting ovoning prayor. 
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Movies were shown nightly in the Wardroom, CPO Loungo, 
trot Glass 'Moss, Training Room, and the Moss Docks. Whenovor possible 
tho hangar dock was used for movies, with two performances on that 
evening. During operations thirty-nine (39) difforont programs woro 
shown for a total of two hundrod twenty-sovon (227) times. A la to 
evening "invio wr.s hold in tho Training Roam for personnel unable to 
attend tho regular showings. Snacks wore sorvod to tho crow each 
evening after movios, A Happy Hour was hold for tho ship on tho 
hangar deck during tho last in-port poriod. This was paid for by 
tho Rocroation Fund, The library was opon from 0900 to 2100 daily. 
Library books woro well used. Throe hundrod sovonty-four (374) 
magazines woro distributed, Throo hundrod (300) pockot books woro 
rocoivod and distributed. One hundrod fifty (150) hard bound books 
woro rocoivod and put in circulation. Two thousand throo hundrod 
( 2300 ) books woro loanod through tho library, Tho BOX® studio 
<''1 furnished a nows broadcast at 0700 and 1230 daily, A music program 
. is hold daily from 1100 to 1300 and from 1600 to 1800, An oxorciso 
room for physical conditioning of officors and mon was opon daily, 

a. (toa&aaa 

(l) Air Oporntions 

Throe (3) officers and nino (9) onlistod mon woro assign- 
ed to Air Plot Watch. Tho Air Operations Watch consistod of one (l) 
officer and throo (3) onlistod mon during early morning and night oper- 
ations, Two (2) officors and five onlistod porsonnol during daylight 
operations. Two (2) onlistod porsonnol were on duty during such per- 
iods when tho ship hod night ready dock, or aircraft in a readiness 
condition. 


During early norning and night air operations tho 2-JG 
sound powor phonos woro not nannod* launch and recovery data was sant 
to the roady rooms over tho MC circuit, 

Tho X-JA sound powor circuit was monnod during all air 
operations, Ono (l) station was manned in Air Plot and tho othor on 
tho bridgo, Tho bridge watch maintained a status board by means of 
Troaso poncil, Tho board was mounted in tho window frano just aft of 
tho Captain* s chair. This board was made of ploxiglass and had sec- 
tions ruled off to show the numbor of aircraft schcdulod for oach 
event by typo with tho launch and racovcry tlmos. The number of air- 
craft by typo, tho number of aircraft with hung ordnanco by side 
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number, tho critical fuel state by typo aircraft figurod on tho dis- 
tance to the nearest lahdihg field, tho boaring and distanco to tho 
nor rest finding fields any unusual circunstancos such as aircraft in 
lame duck circle* Strays, otc., tho Task Force roady dock scha- 
j, and the latest Korean woathor* , : 

Air Operations maintained a manifost in Air Plot of 
rv .»'• ■'•igors embarking and dobarking by holicoptcr and COD. Holi- 
copt r ..d CCD flights woro mot on tho flight dock by Air Operations 
poreon-cl. ^barking. COD passongors woro taken to Air Plot whoro tho 
Moss Treasurer assigned quartors and tho Ship’s Writor chockod orders* 
Dobarking passongors rpportad to Air Plot forty-five {45) minutes 
I 9 ?ior to scheduled toko-off tino for aircraft assignment. CCD arrivals 
and departures woro announcod over tho ship’ s loud spoakor system, 
airlines stylo, upon arrival and forty-fivo (45) minutes prior to de- 
parture, 

(2) CIO | 

During tho in-port porlod prior to doploymont for Task 
■For so SSVEIiTY-SjySR operations as covorod in this roport tho RHI system 
of tho SX radar was restored to sorvico. Tho offcctivonoss of tho 
cqtd'.xiont ' gradually improved and at tho end , of tho period nltitudo 
information was cbtainod consistently up to range of forty-fivo (45) 
miles. 

Tho full allowance qf eight (8) CIO Watch Of floors is 
now on board, ©no (1) officor has ^qualified as Of floor of tho Dock 
underway and the training program will continue with ono (l) officor 
at a tino being detailed to duty under instruction on tho bridgo until 
qualified. All dock watch officer# havo rocoivod checkouts and have 
Stood watches in CIO for indoctrination. 

In rosponso to tho roquost outlined in tho last Action 
Roport, tho Chief of Naval Operations has authorized a second Mark X 
IFF installation for Hie BOXER. It is expected that tho work will bo 
accomplished during tho noxt in-port availability. IFF will then bo 
available with SX radar and additional facilities for presentation 
will be afforded in CIO, 


(3) Photo Interpretation 

During tho second tour on the lino twenty- throo 
successful photo sartios woro flown. 


(23) 


Tho P.I. porsonnol for this tour consisted of two (2) 
officers and throo (3) cnlistod non. In order to maintain round tho 
'•lock sorvice and operational efficiency, a working schedule was pro- 
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poroi auditing oadh con a fourtoon hqur watch, Qao (l) officer .• 
was assigned the day shift to proparo all tho photo dobriofs, whilo 
the othoi* officor worked the night shift and was responsible for tho 
preparation of tho P.I, roport, Tho onlistod non* a schodulo required 
a two (2) nan watch (0900-2300 & 1500-0500) for tho interpretation 
work; and .assisted by tho third watch (2100-1100) who holped in tho 
plotting and prepared tho nosiacs, This system appoarod to bo satis- 
f act ~ry in all rospocts ospo daily during a hdavy work load. 


Many typos of rubber cement undorwont oxporimontation 
of which two (2) woro found to bo satisfactory, Noithcr is a standard 
Navy Stock Iton and has to be acquired through open ordor purchaso, 

Tho trade nemos arcs "Debit Cement" manufactured by Simons Laboratory 
Inc, and "Bast Tost" manufactured by tho Union Rubber and Asbostos 
Company of Trenton, New Jersey, 

Tho P,I. section in cooperation with the Photo Lab and 
Air Group experimented with ozalid copies of target nosiacs, A pos- 
itive transparency was mndo from a target nosiac negative. From this 
positivo ozalid copies wore ropreducod. Those were found to bo un- 
satisfactory in detail and difficult to rcproduco with prosont equip- 
ment, Further oxporimontation along this lino is advocatod. 


(4) Communications 




a, Personnel . Tho connuni cation section operated during 
this poriod with a small fraction of the authorized allowanco of ratod 
radiomen and quartermasters, Tho oxporionco gained from a provious 
extensive tour on tho line qualified the non-rated non to handle jobs 
efficiontly that wero horctoforo considorod to bo billots for rated 
non. 


b. Training . Although training was principally tho n on 
the job" typo, the program has produced gratifying rosults in that 
forty (40) men in the section havo completed tho roquiranonts for ad- 
vancement in rating, have been roccmondod and oro schodulod to port- 
icipatc in the forthcoming floot-wido examinations. Daily formal 
drills and instructions woro hold in procedure, routino maintenance 
ana operational adjustmehts to communication oquipnent, transmitting 
and receiving and cryptography, 

c. Material . Visual ccmunications material functioned 
satisfactorily, A reduced requirement for continuous radio circuit 
guards pomitted tho canying out of a realistic routino maintenance 
program. At tho ond of the poriod over ninety pcrcont (90%) of tho 
radio transmitters and noar ono hundrod porcent (100$) of tho radio 
receivers woro in operating condition, Tho model TCZ transmitter 
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proved unsatisfactory for uso as a honing boacon. No adverse roports 
on tho porformahco of tho TAJ transmitter wore rocoivcd when this 
equipment was employed for TROUT. Tho nodol URT-4 transmitter con- 
tinues to bo a groat maintenance problem* UHF and VHF oquipmont 
operated satisfactorily. 


d. Postal Comunications * During a period oxtonding 
from 2 to 17 July only ono (l) delivory of U, S, Mail was rocoivod 
on beard* After this period nail was rocoivod each tino a ship in 
the replenishment group cono out from Sasebo or Yokosuka, A total 
of three hundred sovonty (370) bags of mail woro rocoivcd and dis- 
patched by this ship during the ontiro period, Ono thousand six 
hundrod fifty-throo (1653) monoy orders for a total value of 
$67,033*98 wero sold, 

o, Mossago Traffic , A total of fiftoon thousand two 
hundrod threo (15,203) ncssagos wero proccssod, Goncral mossages 
were rocoivod promptly and solid files wero naintainod throughout 
tho period, Dolays in tho procossing of nossages rocoivod wero 
rare and caused by tho failuro on tho part of tho originator or tho 
ro-addrossing authority to uso the proper channol for tho addressees 
and to employ the abbreviation "NOTAL” whon rof erring to mossagos 
not held by addrossecs. Outgoing mossages were infrequently dolayod 
as a rosult of overloaded circuit conditions, J 

(5) Aorolpgy 

Tho weather during tho period 4 to 27 July 1953 was of 
predominantly nonso^nal characteristics, with twolvo (12) of tho 
twenty-four (24) days having a provailing wind direction between 
Southoast and Southwost, and with gonoral low prossuro existing ovor 
the area from northern Manchuria to southern China, Only two (2) 
migratory cyclonos crossed into tho Sea of Japan from tho Yellow Son 
during July as compared to clovon (ll) in Juno, 

Tho first of these centers, Typhoon KIT, crossod Koroa 
near the 38th parallel and pas sod approximately one hundred (lOO) 
miles north of tho Task Force on tho morning of 7 July, with south- 
westerly winds reaching forty-four (44) knots and gusts to fifty-five 
(55) knots. As the stoim proceeded oastward ovor Koroa, a weak 
secondary center developed and stagnated in the Yollow Soa, Tho 
strong southerly flow in advonco of tho typhoon producod low coilings 
and rain for two (2) days before the cantor roachcd tho Soa of Japan, 
Rapid c louring followed tho pas sago of tho contor, as tho wind veered 
to northerly. 

The second migratory cyclono, which movod into the Soa 
of Japan on 13 July, dove loped as a wavo on the polar front in tho 
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vicinity of Shanghai* Tho Center novod rapidly eastward over Koroa 
and stagnatod in tiio heir thorn Soa of Japan* Onco again, opo rations 
woro hanpored by low coilings and rain in ndvanco of the low contor, 
followed by rapid cloaring with tho passago of the contor and ro- 
sultant wind shift to tho north. In this caso, however, a trough 
dove lo pod to tho southwost into a low contor ovor China, and tho 
weather in tho oporating aroa rapidly dotcrioratod. This trough 
ronair. • soni-stntionory for sovon (7) days (14 to 21 July) end 
the result;,' nt flow of vory noist air from tho south and cast ovor 
tho cooler water along tho North Koroan coast produced donso fog, 
which dissipated only temporarily in the oarly oftomoon. During 
this period a ridgo of high pressuro was developing south and oast 
of tho Jr.panoso islands. By tho 22nd of July this ridgo extend od 
ovor tho East China Soa and tho resultant lowor lovol wind flow 
ovor Koroa had vccrod to the southwest* This situation persisted 
until 27 July and producod downslopc notion along the Koroan oast 
coast with resultant low hunidltios and cloaring skios. At tho 
sono tino, tho mountainous terrain of cemtosal Kbro* affordod o»* 
collont lifting for tho warn noist air fron tho Yollow Soa, and 
convective activity and thunderstoms developed overland. 


Tho amount of cloudinoss and low coilings increased 
ever tho month of Juno with noro than eight-tenths of tho sky cover- 
ed for sovonty-threo percent (73%) of tho tino and coilings bolow 
fivo thousand foot (5000*) fifty-four pcrcont (54%) of tho tino* 

Fog and/or low ceilings occurrod with nodorato wind flew fron south 
to oast, and caused unfavorable flying conditions for almost thirty 
porcont (30%) of tho time. In nost instoncos, tho fog or stratus 
dovolopod in tho oarly ovoning and would dissipate lato at night, 
forming again near sunrise and porsisting throughout tho morning* 

Tho most favorable flying conditions occurrod with tho gonoral wind 
flow from north to southwest, producing offshore winds in 1*0 oast 
coast operating area. 


Flight operations woro net soriously affoctcd by in- 
sufficient wind during this period, although ordnnnco loadings on 
jet aircraft woro reduced on scvornl occasions whon winds docroasod 
to loss than four (4) knots. 


Duo to inclancnt weather during this twonty-four (24) 
day period, flight operations woro cancollcd on four (4) full days 
and roducod to less than half a day’s oporation on twolvo (12) other 
days* 
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ZOOLOGICAL SIMMARY 
OPERATING PERIOD 
4 July - 27 July 1953 


Temperature 


Surfaco Wind 


average 

71 dog 

grovGijto Dirgoftipa 

Z.voraga Max 

75 dog 

N 

2 

Av or- • Min 

68 dog 

NNE 

3 

Absolute Max 

84 dog 

NS 

2 

Absolute Min 

59 dog 

ENE 

0 



E 

1 

Skv Condition 

% Totr4 Tine 

ESE 

2 

Overcast 

55.2% 

SE 

0 

Cloudy 

18.2% 

SSE 

5 

Partly Cloudy 

10.6% 

S 

3 

Mostly Clear 

16.0% 

ssw 

2 



sw 

2 

Hours of precipitation 73 

WSV7 

1 

Avorago Rolativc Humidity 87% 

w 

0 

Hours of Fog 

111 

WNW 

0 



NW 

0 



NNW 

1 

Ceilings 

% Total Tlno 

usxmmo* 

llgtaiTiaa 

Bolow 1000* 

29.3% 

Undor 1 Mile 

8.0% 

1000-5000* 

25.1% 

1-3 Milos 

4.0% 

5000-10,000* 

15.1% 

3-6 Milos 

12.6% 

A.bovo 10,000* 

30.5% 

Over 6 Milos 

75.4% 

Percentage Firing Conditions 



BAD (Ceilings less than 1000*)- - ■ 


- - - - 28.8% 

(Visibility less than 3 nilos) 



ZiVERAGE (Colling 1000-5000*) 


30.1% 

(Visibility 3-6 nilos) 



GOOD (Coiling 

ovor 5000*) - - - - ■ 


41.1% 


(Visibility ovor 6 nilos) 
b. Supply 

(l) Connissnry 

Provision roplcnishnont was rocoivcd at soa twico 
whilo in the operating area during the poriod 1 July to 27 July 
1953. 

Loading 

d^o sjaig x Inm. Rocoiy?^ lioa 

9 July USS ALSTEDE (AF-48) 57 51*1 80 n in* 

20 July USS GRAFFIAS (ZJ-29 ) 88 70 60 nin. 
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Sandwiches were rogularly providod for tho refuoling 
and foaming working parties, Hanburgors, grilled choose or hot 
dogs ycro the nost popular typos of sondwichos sorvod, Sandwichos 
woro sorvod on f if toon (15) difforont occasions during this poriod 
on tho lino. 


During this sano poriod 6,786 complete night rations, 
an overage of 251 por day, woro prepared and sorvod to tho night 
crow. 


Sandwiches and coffee woro providod for tho crow after 
the ovoning novio on days whon bod woathcr conditions prevented reg- 
ular flying oporations. 


Grahan flour has not boon available to tho BOXER at 
any tino sinco arrival in tho Far Bast aroa. It is roconnondod that 
this typo flour bo carried by tho provision ships, as it is valuable 
as a means of supplying greater variety in tho bakory products. 


Tho following amounts of provision itons woro consunod 
during this oporating period* 






Flour 

Vogotables, canned 
Vogo tables, fresh 
Vogotablos, frozen 
Fruit, canned 
Fruit, fresh 
Fruit, frozen \ 

Fruit, preserved 
Fruit, juices 
Coroals, starches & rlco 
Oils, sauces and vinogar 
Cliooso, grated, procossod 
and cottr.ro ' 


x , 37,450 
\«>22,23 8 
^ 89,026 
T J TVi.3,866 


i-16,612 

18,555 

3,131 

4,892 

6,448 

5,593 

770 


lbs. 

lbs, 

lbs, 

lbs, 

lbs, 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs, 

lbs. 

lbs. 

gal. 


3,231 lbs. 


Meat, preserved 6,36l lbs. 

Moat, salted & smoked 20,546 lbs. 

Moat, fresh & bonoloss 54,552 lbs. 

Sugar, powdered, brown 

and granulated 34,010 lbs. 

Bovorngos, coffoo, toa 
and cocoa 7,811 lbs. 

Milk, ovnporatod 6,215 lbs. 

Milk, fresh 1,694 lbs. 

Milk, powdered whole 5,730 lbs. 

Butter 9,411 lbs. 

Eggs, frosh 7,903 doz. 

Shortening 9,406 lbs. 


(2) Ship's Store and CSSS 


During tho month of July, Ship's Storo salos anountod 
to $51,269.00 and CSSS solos woro $9,571.00. Closing inventory val- 
uation of Ship's Storo stock was $92,592.00 and $41,791.00 for C&SS. 
Not profit realiaod from Ship’s Storo oporations during this poriod 
was $5,607.78. 


Adequate stocks of all Ship's Storo items woro availablo 
for salos during July, Heavy salos resulted in some stock itons being 
reduced to an approximate thirty (30) day stock lovol but jtoooipts fi*on 
roplonishnont requisitions issued on supply sourcos aro expected to 
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roliovo this situation prior to reduction of stocks to a sorious 
level, 

(3) Aviation Supply 

Doplotion of a number of high usage items was oxpor- 
ioncod during the socond tour on the ’’Battle Lino”, This condition 
was erased by tho oxcossivc tino pianos wero in the air duo to tho 
large umber of missions flown* Receiving all roplenishmont ships 
at night, during this period, allowed continual all day flight 
operations* 


A total of 1,863 lino items wero rocoivcd on stub 
requisition roquosts* Of thoso requests ninoty-oight poreont (98$) 
of tha lino items wero furnishod* 

Tho U.S*S. JUPITER (AVS-8) replenished aviation stores 
at soa on 27 July 1953* Approximately oloven (ll) tons of supplios, 
including transhipment cargo was roooivod. This amounted to sovonty- 
two poreont (72$) of the itons requisitioned as comparod with tho 
seventy-eight percent (78$) roccipt of itons from tho Juno requisitions 
submitted to tho JUPITER* 

Thoro woro nino ( 9 ) AC0G*s during this operating poriod* 
Six (6) of tho ACOG’s woro AD~4N f s down for two ( 2 ) to throo (3) days 
for Gyro Horizon Indicators, stock number R88-I-1325-015-000. Tho 
VF-194 Squadron has proparod RUDM’s on the indicators. 

Failure of Aileron Booster Valvos, stock number 
R83-AP-2 5400-20 continues to bo a major causo of AC0G*s. During 
this operating period stocks of this Iton wore exhausted fron avail- 
able stock of all Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN carriers and othor sourcos 
in tho Far East. BOXER transferred nine (9) of tho original stock 
of thirtcon (13) valvos on board to tho throo (3) othor carriors of 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN whon they woro faced with AC0G*s-. In addit- 
ion to tho thirteen (13) valvos which wero on board BOXER, an addit- 
ional three (3) wore rocovorod through salvago from dud aircraft. 
Subsequent volvo failures on BOXER tisod tho ronaining sovon (7) valves 
V. caused one (l) ACOG as tho oighth valve was unavailable whon ro- 
V-arod, A ro-outfitting requisition CVA21/7456-53 submitted to AMO, 

■SC Oakland in Doconbor 1952 for sovon (7) of thoso valvos is still 
outstanding. Vigorous follow-up action by tho ship to ASO Philadelphia 
first established a dolivory dato of 30 Juno by the contractor; this 
later was dolnycd to an anticipated dolivory of tho wook of 14 August 
1953, 

Other AC0G*s woro as follows: 
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NO. DAYS 

SOURCE SUPPLY ACOG 

USS PHILIPPINE SEA 1 
USS PRINCETON 1 

USS JUPITER 3 

A no o ting of Supply Officers fron Task Forco, SEVENTY- 
SEVEN carriers was held 19 July aboard tho U.S.S, IAKE CHAMPLAIN. 

Purp to of this mooting was to discuss procedures for tho tinoly 
transfer of critical natoriol within tho Forco and to standardize 
phraseology in order to reduce size of nossagos being transnittod 
through tho connuni cations system. 

Two (2) ACOG dispatches woro transnittod to ASD, NSC 
Oakland fron tho U.S.S. JUPITER dtg I 6 O 63 OZ Juno covoring requisition 
CVA21/8891-53 for one (l) oach Shaft R82-DG-42 54985 and dtg 201337Z 
Juno covoring requisition CVA21/8907-53 for ono (l) oach Line Assy 
J33-DG-5256715-98 and ono (l) each Lino Assy R83-DG-5256715-94. 

Each of tho action copios of tho dispatches usod as packing copies 
for shipnont wero stamped in bold lottors "Air Cargo" "ACOG", how- 
ovor, tho packagos were nailed by regular parcel post. Thoy woro 
ultimately rocoivod on board BOXER 20 and 26 July respectively. 

However, a "Dud" aircraft had bocono available during tho interim, 
fron which those parts wero procurod, but had this not occurrod tho 
aircraft would have been grounded for a period of thirty-six ( 36 ) 
days. 
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AIRCRAFT STOCK NUMBER NOMENCLATURE 

F4U-4 R&M3V »l/S-40106 Stabilizer 

i.D-4N R82-DG-5267222 Seal Assy. 

AD~ 4W R86-GE-CR2795B10QA1 Rogula.tor 


( 4 ) Goncral Supply 

During the period 10 May to 27 July 1953 tho requirements 
for breathing oxygen and tochnical oxygen wero adequately not by tho 
tankers, through tho substitution of breathing for technical whon re- 
quired.' 


Roquirenonts for C02 Regular avoragod about four ( 4 ) 
cylinders per day, which was approximately ton (lo) cylindors oach 
replenishment. Roquirod amounts woro not always availa.blo but in 
all instances partial quantities woro supplied. Tho lack of C02 
cylinders with valve SNSN G 58 -V -198-25 is noted, 

Roplonishnont of ton (10) pound acctylono cylindors 
from tankors was not possible. BOXER requirements of five ( 5 ) for 
testing purposes was filled at NSD Yokosuka prior to doparturo of 
BOXER for this tour. A stock of the small acctylono cylinders should 
be carriod by tankors replenishing tho forco* 

. Cemmandor Sorvico Squadron THREE Notico 4442 sot tho 
load to be carried by NavFo tankors as: 

C02, 50 lb* 5 

Froon 12, 50 lb. 1 

Nitrogon, water pumped (184 cuft.) 1 


Tjf rn^Z. 




Allowance of conprossod gases in tho anount listod 
is hnrdty ohough to nakc roplacononts for thoso usod ovon though 
too carrior loaves port with capacity allowanco. In addition, if 
ic.ro than one (l) carrior or othor vossol draws fron tho tanker 
oach replenishment, this results in sono ships boing unablo to 
replenish to allowanco. Purthor, tho uncertain schodulos for 
rotation to port, dictated by curront war offerts, docs not allow 
vos so l- 5 to anticipate waiting until arrival in port, but roquiros 
replenishment on each opportunity at soa in ordor to maintain 
maximum readiness. BOXER roquirononts for tho porlod of this ro- 


port wore as follows: 


Received 

C02 Rogular 22 cu ft. 

67 

51 

Froon 12, 50 lb. 

42 

34 

C02 Firo 

10 

0 

Acctylono, 10 lb. 

5 

0 

Nitrogen, 184 cu ft. 

3 

3 


Ships operating in tho forward area havo boon re- 
quired to roplcnish Gonoral Stores natorial fron Fleet Issue ships, 
with very little support fron ashoro activities on NIS itons othor 
than on "A" and "B" priorities. While a fleot issue ship carrlos 
an adoqur.to stock of high usago itons, it is inpossiblo to stock 
and carry all itons that a large vessel requires during operations 
for an indefinite length of tino, Groator uso of supplonontary 
supply support frcct ashoro supply sourcos would aloviato tho diff- 
iculty of being unablo to obtain supplios unavailable through nobilo 
support bofero the need booonos so critical as to justify tho uso 
of priorities "A” or n B u , It is impractical to assume that ary 
large vossol can deploy fron tho Wost Coast with a complete rnngo 
of stock for eight (8) months’ cruising. Limitations of spaco, 
budgetary restrictions, and unavailability of certain items fron 
West Const supply sources all create a continuing nood for many 
items during tho period of doplcymont. 


J 


(5‘) Electronics 


With tho cxcoption of roplaconont spare parts poculisr 
h r two ( 2 ) oxporinontal equipments, the AN/S PIt-12 Airspood Radar and 
:.io AN/URT-4 Radio Transmitter, supply of electronic sparos has boon 
satisfactory from both on board allowance and from supply aotivitios 
in Japan, QK-259 magnetrons for tho AN/SPN-12 oro now arriving from 
tho Uni tod States, which indicates a lag tine botwoon roquisition 
arid delivery of approximately threo (3) months which is too long 
for this typo of critical material, Tho conversion from APA to NSA 
for many ports was oxpoditiously accomplished, and so far has 
occasioned no dolay or dorangononts in supply. It is likoly that 
tho visiblo stock records will insuro inprovod control of stock 
lovol. 
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(6) Wardroom Moss 




limitation of storage space for Wardroom storos and 
tho long at-sea poriod conbinod to cause tho -necessity for largo 
our chases from tho Goncral Moss. All food served in tho Wardroom 
during this tour on tho lino waS drawn from tho Gonoral Mess with 
the exception of 1,050 pounds of T-Bono Steaks, 600 pounds of 
Rainh' / Trout, and 700 pounds of Frying Chickens. These items 
wore purchased from certified Japanoso sourcos, Thoy were of ex- 
cellent quality and greatly aidod tho variety of tho Wardroom 
noals. 


Bocauso of tho stronuous air operations schedule, odd 
hour noals had to bo anticipated on practically a twenty-four (24) 
hour basis. It was found that a duty cook and pantryman wero re- 
quired from approximately 0100 until regular breakfast hours, in 
order to servo officors at the tinos required by operations. A 
snack bar was operated from 200(1-2400 serving sandwiches of all 
varieties at 20^, to tho delight of younger officors and dospoir 
of thoso with developing waistlines. 


/ Cost of operating tho Wardroom Moss during tho poriod 

qf this report was oxtronoly high duo to tho stronuous operations 
schodulo and rosultant meal sorvico. It was found that many pilots 
and personnel concerned with early morning or late ovoning operations 
ato four (4) or nero noals por day, since thoy waro roquirod to bo 
at work unusually long hours. 


(7) Disbursing 


During tho period 1 July to 27 July 1953, $290,800.00 
was disbursed in payment of payrolls, $17,288.54 in paynont of 
-mblic vouchors, and chocks nmounting to 566,717.60 woro cxchangod 
for cash. Collections in tho amount *of woro received 

from tho following sources: 

SaloS, Ship^ Stcro 
Sales, Mossos 

Sales, Clothing and Snail Stores 
Sales, Soda Fountain 
Sales, Coko Machines 
Miscellaneous 
Gash exchanged for chocks 

Transition of pay accounts fer start cf 1954 fiscal 
year was completed ahood cf schedule and pay rocords were dolivorod 
for transmittal to BuSandA on 24 July 1953. 


$36,499.10 
$14,327.30 
$ 8,817.30 
$ 6,594.81 
$ 1,730.00 
$ 4,407.83 
$66,717.60 
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Records, reports and returns woro completed in 
preparation for the roliof of Ensign W. E. YOUNG, SC, USN by 
Ensign D. D. JOHNSON, SC, USN, assistant for disbursing on 
1 August 1953. 


(1) Porformnea of Qrdnanco Equipment and Material 

(a) No anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos wore con- 
ducted. 

(b) During tho month of 1 July to 27 July 1953 
operations, all ordnanco oquipnont functioned woll with tho ox- 
coption of one (l) MK 56 G.F.C.S,. Out of four (4) systems ono 
(l) was out of operation for a poriod of throo wocks. This ship 
has ono Ff who has had schooling on this system and it is difficult 
for him to keep up on all casualties on tho four (4) MK 56 G.F.C.S. ' 
as well as stand condition watches. This is necossary duo to tho 
shortago of FC personnel. It is rocommondod that at loast two (2) 

FT ? s qualified on MK 56 G.F.C.S., bo providod for ships having four < 
(4) MK 56 G.F.C.S.. 

(2) So rmanship 

During tho period 1 July through 27 July 1953, tho 
Gunnory Department conducted tho following oxorcisos: 


Rofuolcd dostroyor (closo-in) 2 
Rofuolcd from 40 10 
Roamod from 4E 10 
Roprovisionod from 4F 3 
Roplonishod from 4VS 2. 


Highlinc transfors from various ships 23 (143 porsonncl) 


Tho Elwood Rig was used exclusively on all 40* s 
this ship rofuolod from with ono (l) oxccption, that boing from 
tho 40 107 which usod tho Arwood-Thonpson rig at the after fueling 
pocket. 


411 oxorcisos wore eonductod in on outstanding 
nnnnor, but during night roplonishnonts several discrepancies 
were notod. It is fait that the roplonishnont ships should 
standardize tho location and laboling of mossongors passed bot- 
wcon ships. In sovcral instances it was notod that tho mossongors 
were not labolod in any fashion, thus causing undue dolay on "both 
ships in trying to ascortain tho purpose of the mossongor. It 
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was further noted that undue delay was causod in locating tho 
shot lino during night replenishments. This command feels that 
some, typo of illumination is a roquisito for the shot lino during 
darken ship, proforably in tho way of a phosphorescent lino, 

Extronc succoss was achiovod during night roplon- 
is’v'.onts when tho signalnon at tho winches and highlino used tho 
P.V ' :f.c Wand Assembly (stock nunbor R-17-W-100, aviation storos) 
in lieu of the standard rod Ions on tho flashlights. It was 
noted that confusion rosultod on both ships whon stray lights 
about tho dock wero takon as signals from tho signalman, 

d. 



(1) Gonora.l 

Tho ship’s aircraft conplonont for this poriod 
was two (2) F9? squadrons, ono (l) AD-4NA squadron, ono (l) 

F4-J--4 squadr a ;*.rd tho rogular splinter dotachnonts, Tho F9F-5 
squadron previously onbarkod was oxchangod for an F4.U-4 squadron 
fr^n the L.e<CS OH : JfPLAIN primarily bocauso of tho limitations of 
tho H4B catapult. 

(2) Aircraft Handling 


No basic handling advantage has boon realized 
with tho reduced number of jots as F9F typo aircraft roqulro 
loss spaco on dock than standard props with a wing intorlock 
spot, Respets for rocovcry havo boon accomplished noro roadily, 
however, bocauso of tho greater proportion of taxiablo aircraft, 

A somowhat roducod availability during this poriod 
created undesirable dolays and sono difficult handling probloms, 

A smooth continuous launch can be effected only if thoro aro no 
noro than two (2) or throe ( 3 ) dud jets in a sixtoon (16) jot 
launch, A low availability for launch requires tho digging of 
"up" aircraft from tho hangar dock and tho pack, thoroby neces- 
sitating cxccssivo aircraft handling which in turn tends to 
further disrupt maintenance in progress. 
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Experience indicates that an interim tio-down 
of throo ( 3 ) linos for jots is net adoquato oven during smooth 
wo.athcr, Present doctrine requires fivo (5) lines proporly 
socurod on all jots boforc tho plane captain vacates the cock- 
. pit, A "ready" socurc of ton (10) linos is then imnodiatoly 
appliod and is normally considered adoquato during flight 
quarters. At all other tines a normal socurc or groator is 
frocmirod. 




- 22 - 


< 


l , 

0 - 


^ * 


(3) Catapult and Arresting Goar 

Tho oxchango of our F9F-5 squadron for a Corsair 
squadron resulted in a docidod roduction of catapult launchos 
during this period. A total of 903 shots wore mado with 559 
on tho starboard catapult and 344 on tho port catapult. Tho 
fewer launchos, plus tho uso of lowor launching prossuros for 
t 1 a F9F'2 y brought about a corresponding docroaso in nointo- 
nroo:.. and upkoop. With tho oxcoption of a punp failuro on 
the p-rt catapult no unus ua l naintonnneo problems woro noted. 
Satisfactory catapult operations woro naintainod, although on 
additional 10 - 20 soconds por aircraft woro roquired in reach- 
ing launching pressure on tho port catapult. 

Curing this poriod a total of 1629 landings woro 
con plot eel,: Fight (8) cross dock pondants requirod roplacomont 

duo to wcar ; , which is a nctablo docroaso in usago. Jot tail 
skags continue to account for danngo to yielding olemonts re- 
quiring frequent roplaconont of tho olononts. 

(4) Aviation Gasoline 

No difficulty was experienced with tho gnsolino 
sys ton during this tour. Tho poriodic inspection and cloaning 
of ship's ga sc lino filters, together with loss froquont lub- 
rication of plug valvos, has rosultod in a sharp docroaso in 
tho passage of contaninatod fuel to aircraft. Only slight 
tracos of tho valvo lubricant havo boon dotoctod recently on 
tho aircraft filtors and strainers. Aviation gas has boon 
roplonishod nino (9) tines during tho period of this roport. 

A total of 781,405 gallons of aviation gasolino and 4,552 
gallons of lubo oil has boon usod. 


o. gnglnoorj.Stl 

(1) Main Propulsion Plant 

Tho nain propulsion plant of this vessel con- 
tinued to dolivor cenbat roodinoss requirononts in a notably 
efficient manner considering the extended operations under 
daily flight schedules necessitating replenishment poriods 
oach night. 

(2) Eloctrical Installations 

Nunbor Ona 1250 K.W, turbo generator was oporatod 
exclusively for radar and evaporator power during air operations 
to eliminate surges in voltngo which previously causod nunorous 


declassified 

* 4 




radar flofangancfitsi Nunbor two gonorator was used to supply 
power $o starboard catapult punp notors and nunbor throo 
or fouT, was Used to supply powor to tho port catapult punp 
notor. 4 This condition prccludos proper naintonanco of nunbor 
ono and two gonorators as thoy woro almost constantly in uso. 


Tho slip rings of tho after 400 cyclo gonorator 
aro worn vory badly and will roquiro machining at next avail- 
ability. 


(3) ELoctaronics Installation 

Tho fluctuating voltago of tho 1250 K.W, ship*s 
sorvico gonorator causod nunorous radar oquipnont failuros 
whon catapult notors woro started and plowed '"bn stroke",. 

This situation was tonpornrily roctifiod by oporating nunbor 
ono turbo gonorator oxclusivoly for supplying powor to radar and 
evaporator powor. 

No TCK or TBM-11 arnaturo failuro occurred during 

this period. 


Tho DBM low froquoncy antonna has boon rccoivod 
on board and will bo installod at tho next availability period, 

A critical shortage of trainod porsonnol still 

oxists. 


(4) Training 

CCMAIRPAG Enginooring Training Exorcises must bo 
conducted by oach vossol on a continuous basis to kocp watch 
porsonnol familiar with action to bo takon in any onorgoncy. 
Special emphasis should bo plncod upon stooring nasualtios 
and loss of oloctrical powor to vital circuits. This famil- 
iarity has assisted groatly in effecting prompt adjustment and 
repair. 


.. f, Modlcal 

A total of scvontcon (17) patients woro admitted 
to tho sick list on tho nodical sorvico. Significant in thoso 
is ono (l) additional caso of hypersensitivity to penicillin, 

Tho following is a tabulation of tho nodical ad- 
missions during tho period of this report* 

EENT 

SKIN 

OTHER 
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6 

5 

6 



Tho following is a tabulation of the work accomplished 
in tho sick bav laboratory during- tho period 1 July through 27 July 
1953: ' 


Baotoriology 129 
.Serology 117 
Urinalysis 19 
Hematology 16 
Miscellaneous 4 


Tho following is a tabulation of vonoroal disoaso 
incidoncos for tho period 1 July through 27 July 1953: 


Syphilis O' 

Chancroid 13 

Urethritis, acuto, duo to gonococcus 14 

Urethritis, acuto, ncns-gonococcic, noc 122 

Prostatitis, acuto, non-gonococcic, noc 0 

Total, all vonoroal diseases 149 


For comparative purposos, vonoroal incidonco , during 
the two (2) periods, previously reported on was: 



iai 

&& 

Syphilis 

0 

0 

Chancroid 

9 

13 

Urothritis, acuto, duo to gonococcus 

13 

14 

Urothritis, e.cuto, non-gonococcic, noc 

53 

122 

Prostatitis, acuto, non-gonococcic, nee 

Q 

2. 

Total, all vonoroal diseases 

75 

149 


Vonoroal disoaso incidonco aboard the BOXER as com- 
pare i with vonoroal disoaso incidonco given for ships of the Pacific 
Floot (Statistics of Navy Modicino of July 1953, Vol. 9, No* 7) is 

as follows: 

Ships of PacFlt 

March 1953 BOXER 

Urothritis, acuto, non-gonococcic, noc 6.1$ 4*74$ 

All othor VD (Syphilis, GC, Chancroid) 4.12% .96% 

Total Incidonco of VD 10.22% 5.70% 


It is considorcd noteworthy to point out that tho 
1st period of V.D, treatments roprosent thoso casos following a 
ton (10) day in-port period upon arrival from tho Uni tod Statos, 
and thoso of tho 2nd poriod roprosont those eases trontod follow- 
ing a six (6) day in-port poriod incurrod after forty-two (42) 
days operation* 


A vigorous program of Vonoroal Disoaso training has 
boon carried out. 






There -Jo to orto thousand soaron hund:-od :iinoty-six 
(1,796) cut patient calls during tho per od 1 Jul y through 27 

July j.vp3 . 




Turing this period tho Dontal Deportment cnoratod 

with full cvinpb.n.ont. 


There wore no infoctious diseases. 

Tho following statistics aro sub&ittod. 

Sittings 10'!l 

Restorations 814 

MI JgL&TORUii* hocompnda^, i cns 

Roforonco page 1.2 

.....Two satisfactory typos of rubbor conont. . 

Roforonco page 16 

Graham fl.our, 4th paragraph....... 

Reference page IB, 3rd paragraph undor (4) General Supp.ly 

A stock of snail acotylono cylinders..... 

Roforonco pago 19, 2nd paragraph 

..... Greater use of supplementary supply support..... 

Reference pago 21, paragraph c, (l), (b) 

.....rooomondod that vat least two FT 1 s 

Roforonco pago 22, 1st paragraph 

This command fools that s-no typo of illininatinn. . . . . 

Roforonco pago 22, 2nd paragraph 

.....Used Plastic wand assambly in liou of..... 

Jo:: •onco pr-go 24, (4) Training 

v v . ,Ct- oAirPac li* .ginocring Training Exorcises must bo crnductod. 




GINCPACFLT (advanco ) 

GINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 
CCMH/^FE(adyanoo) 

CCMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 
CCMSEVENTHFLT ( ochmnoo ) 

CTF-77 (advance ) 

CCMAIRPAC 
GOMSEKVPAC 
COMFAStAUMEDA 
CCMFAIRJAPAN 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 
CO, FAIRBETUPAC 
CCMFAIRHAWAII ; 

NLO, JOG, KOREA : 

CO, IBS ESSEX (CVA9) 

CO, USS KEARSARGE (CV433) 

CO, USS CRISKANY (CVA34) 

CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVAA7) 
CO, IBS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) 

CO, IBS TARAWA (GVA40) 

CO, IBS LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA39) 
CO, IBS WASP (CVA1S) 

CO, .IBS HORNET (CVA12) 

CO, IBS YORKTOWN (CV AlO ) 

CO, USS PRINCETON (CVA37) 

CO, USS BATAAN (CVL29) 

CO, USS BilECOO (CVEI15) 

CO, IBS BSLCENG STRAIT (CVEXI6) 
CO, USS RENDOTA (CVEL14) 

CO, USS SICILY (CVEllS) 

CO* USS POINT CRUZ (CVEXX9) 
CGMCARDIV ONE : 

CCf -CARDIV THREE 
CCMC/JUPIV FIVE 
CCJ’ICARDIV FIFTEEN 
CHMCARDIV SEVENTEEN 
ATS 1 
ATG 2 :r 
CVG 2 ' 

CVG 3 
CVG 4 
CVG 5 
CVG 6 





2 

2 

X 

1 

X 

X 

X 

5 

X 

X 

X 

X 

2 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

5 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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DECLASSIFIED # 



CVG 9 

CVG 11 
CV G j. 2 
.CVG H 
G/G 1/ 
CVG 17 
CVG 19 
VC 3 
VC 11 
VC 32 . 
VC 61 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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IMPUTED TO 


Action Report for the period 28 July through 11 November 1953 

(a) NWIP 10-1 

(b) CinCPacFlt Instruction 3480, IB 


Enel: (l) ATG-1 conf ltr sor 0230 dtd 15 Nov 3953 


1» This Action Report is submitted in accordance with references (a) 
and (b) to cover the period from 28 July through 11 Novombor 1953, 
Certain statistics in enclosure (l) cover the entire tour of ATG-1 in 
the Westorn Pacific. 


Part I_ Composition of Own Forcos and Mission 
a. CgBBsfltflga 

\ 

On 28 July U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21), commanded by Captain M. B. 
GURNEY, USN, with Carrier Air Task Group ONE plus VF-44» but loss VF-111, 
embarked, was steaming with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in area TARE, Japan 
Sea. Tho SOPA, OTC, and Commander Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN was RADM 
JOHNSON. Commander Carrier Division ONE, embarked in U.S.S, LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
(CVA-39), The units of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN presont besides this ship 
wore U.S.S. JUPITER (AVS-8), U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-47), U.S.S. LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN (CVA-3% U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA-37) with RADM BUCK, Compandor 
Carrier Division THREE, ombarkod, and units of tho screening force. 

The U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), U.S.S. YQRKTOWN (CVA-10) with 
RADM HICKEY, Commandor Carrier Division FIVE, embarkod, and U.S.S, 

QRISKANY (CVA-34) joined tho force at later dates. Commandor Carrior 
Division ONE transferred to U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) whon U.S.S. LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) was dotachod. 

At various times the forco was joined by U.S.S. BREMERTON 
(CA-130), U.S.S. QUINCY (CA-7l), and U.S.S. HELENA (CJU75). 


i&sfiiaa 


DECLASSIFIED 

Tho nlsa^oh bf this Task Forco was sot forth in Commandor 
Task Force CEVENTi*~SE5TEN Oporation Plan No. 25-53. This report covors 
BOXER j s last porlods in Koroan wutors on its fourth tour with tho 
Uni tod Nations Forcos. 

PART 1 IX Chronological Order of Events 

28 July 1953 - 

Tho'U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) oporatod with Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEN in tho Soa of Japan. RADM W« D. JOHNSON, USN, Commander Carrier 
Division 01®, onbarkod in U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CV/^39) was OTC. At 
1005 RADM R s E, FLICK , USN, Comnandor Carrior Division THREE, onbarkod 
in U:S,S* PRINCETON (CVA-37) assumed tactical command of Task Forco 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

29 July 1953 - 

Anti-aircraft firing oxcrcisos woro conducted during tho 
aftomoon. Comnoncing at 1734 six (6) roscap sortios woro launchod. 

30 July 1953 - 

Boginning at 0255* a total of thirty-two (32) roscap and 
training sortios woro flown. During tho afternoon anti-aircraft 
firing oxoreisos woro conducted, 

31 July 1953 - 

BOXER reprovisionod at 0725, Air operations began at 0911 
with a total of six (6) sortios for tho day. During tho afternoon 
roaming and refueling was accompli3hod. 

1 August 1953 - 

BOXER conducted no air operations this dato. At 1010, RADM 
W, D , JOHNSON, USN, Commander Carrier D-j vision ONE, roliovod RADM R. E. 
BUCK , USN, Commander Carrier Division THREE, as OTC of Task Forco 
SEVENTY SEVEN,, 

2 August 3.953 - 

No air operations woro conductod this date. 

3 August 1953 - 


Anti- aircraft firing oxoreisos wore conductod during tho 
day. Sixty (60) training sortios woro launchod commencing at 1315 • 


BOXER operated with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Soa of 
Japan* Refueling was accomplished during tho noming. Anti-aircraft 
firing oxorcisos word conductod during tho aftornoon. 



Comoncing at 1327 a total of forty-sovon (47) training 
sortios wore launchod, 

6 August 1953 - 

Air operations bogan at 1214 with a total of forty-four (44) 
training sortios for tho day. Captain B. E, MOORE, USN, reported aboard 
for duty as prospoctivo connanding officer, 

7 August 1953 - 

Comoncing at 0956 a total of sovonty-fivo (75) training 
sortios wore flown. At 1825 BOXER rofuolod U.S.S, MASON (DD-852), 
Anti-aircraft fli’ing oxorcisos woro conductod during tho aftornoon. 

At 2146 Captain M. B, GURNEY, USN, Connanding Officor, U.S.S. BOXER 
(CVA~2l)j> assunod tactical connand of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN, RAEM 
W, D (> JOHNSON^ USN, Comandor Carrier Division ONE, assunod OTC of tho 
Task Force at 2204a 

8 August 1953 - 

During early noming BOXER rofuolod. At 0820 in accordanco 
with CTF-77 dispatch 0$06l6Z of August 1953, BOXER dopartod Task Forco 
SEVENTY* SEVEN 0 nr onto to Sasobo, Japan for logistics and passongor 
pickup, prior to doparturo for Hong Kong, B, C, C,, China. 

Various drills and oxorcisos woro conductod during tho 
nornlng. in connection with tho forthcoming chango of connand. At 
1355, in accordanco with BuPors Orders 14988 of 10 March 1953, Captain 
B* E, MOORE, USN, rolievod Captain M. B, GURNEY, USN, as connanding 
officer of U.S.S, BOXER (CVA-21) * At 3725 BOXER anchored in Anchorago 
# 9, Sasobo Harbor, Sasobo, Japan a 

9 August 1953 » 

it 1534, in accordanco with Con7thFlt dispatch 090525Z of 
August 1953; DCXEx got underway for Hong Kong, B, C, C. 

20 Augur t 1953 ~ 

Enreuto to Hong Kong stooning indopondontly. Comnoncing 
at 1315c a total of thirty- two (32) training sorties woro flown. 
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11 August 1953 - 

Enrouto to Kong Kong. At 0600 U.S.S. ROWAN (DD-782) roportod 
to BOXER for duty as escort. Captain B. E. MOORE, USN, Comanding 
Officer of'.tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) was OTC. 

12 August 1953 - 

Enrouto to Hong Kong in company with U.S.S. ROWAN (DD-782). 

At 1316 BOZErt moored to Buoy #1 in Hong Kong Harbor, B» C. C. Upon 
request of Oconodore Hong Kong, BOXER was underway at 1924 to avoid 
an oncoming tropical atom, 

13 August 1953 - 

Stoaning In a northerly diroction to avoid rough sons and 
high winds of the storm. At 0617 U.S.S, GURKE (DD-783) joinod BOXER. 
Captain B, E. MOORE, USN, was CTC. 

\ 

14 August 1953 - 

Stonning indopondontly onrouto to Hong Kong, At 1321 BOXER 
anchored in Bui Mon Anchorago, Hong Kong Harbor, Hong Kong, B. C. C, 


15 August 1953 - 

At 12 00 y in accordanco with Connodoro Hong Kong dispatch 
1406193 cf August 1 953, BOXER was underway fron Lui Mon Anchorage and 
at 1313 nourod to Buoy #l s Hong Kong Harbor, Hong Kong, B. C. C. 

16.16 August 1953 - 

Moored to Buoy #1 in Hong Kong Harbor for a poriod of ship 
maintenance and recreation. 

19 August 1953 - 


At 1203, in accordanco with CTF-77 dispatch 140056Z of August 
1953> B 0X*4i was underway fron Hong Kong, B. C. C. onrouto to Sasobo, 
Japan. At 1405 U.S.S, FU2TCHER (DDS-445) joinod BOXER as escort. 

Captain B, E, MOURE, USN, Ccannanding Officer of tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) 
was OTC, At 1725 BOXER refueled FLETCHER. 

20 August 1953 - 

Enron to to Sasobo, Japan, Connoncing at 0702, a total of 
one hundred and twenty-ono (121) training sorties woro flown. At 
0750 BOXER refueled FLETCHER. At 1640 U.S.S. CARPENTER (DD-825) 
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joinod tho formation! The U.S.S. FLETCHER (DDE-445) was dotachod at 
1643 to procood on duty previously assigned. Tho 62,000th landing 
was of footed this date, establishing a now floot record. 

21 August 1953 - 

Enrouto to Sasobo, Japan, Air operations began at 0800 and 
a total of thirty- four (34) training sorties wore launchod. Tho U.S.S 
CARPENTER (DD-S25) was rofuolod by BOXER at 1105 and dotachod at 1240 
to proceed 311 duty previously assignod. During tho aftomoon, anti- 
aircraft firing oxorcisos woro conducted. 

22 August 1953 - 

Enrouto to Sasobo, Japan stoaning independently. At 0850 
BOXER anchored in Anchorago #21, Sasobo Harbor, Sasebo, Japan, Undor- 
way at 1259 in accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 1704242 of August 1953, 
onroute to Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN, 

23 August 1953 - 1 

Stoaning indopondcntly onrouto to Task Forco SE/ENTY-SEVEN. 
At 1535 BOXER rendezvoused with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. RADM R. E, 
BUCK, USN, Connandor Carrior Division THREE, onbarked in U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CVA-37) , OTC. 

24 August 1953 - 

BOXER refueled, roamod, and reprovisionod during tho day, 

25 August 1953 - 


Operating with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho Son of Japan. 
No air operations woro conducted this dato. 

26 August 1953 - 

A total of sixty (60) training sorties woro launched bogin- 
ning at 06555 During the ovoning BOXER transferred provisions to tho 
U.S.S, OSBOURNE (DD-346) „ 


27 August 1953 - 

Conncncing at 0653 a total of sixty-threo ( 63 ) training 

sorties woro launched. 

28 August 1953 - 

BOXER rofuolod at 0704. At 1230 BOXER in company with 
U.S.S. UASHIEJLL (DD-659), U.S.S. CARPENTER (DD-88*i), U.S.S. DCRTCH 
^AD-670), and U.S.S, GATLING (DD-671) was dotachod to hold anti- 
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aircraft firing oxorcisos, Captain B» Si MOCFLE, USN, Commanding 
Officer of tho U.S.S. BOX®. (CVA*-2l) was dosignatod OTC. Upon 
conplotion of tho firing oxorcisos at 1640, the dostroyors wore 
dotachod and at 1650 BOXER ro joined tho Task Forco, 

29 August 1953 ** 

Thirty-nino (39) training sortios woro launchod comoncing 

at 0930, 

30 August 1953 - 

Tho BOXER operated with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho 
Soa of Japan, No air operations wore conducted this date, 

31 August 1953 - 

Sixty-ono (6l) training sortios wore flown boginning at 0743. 
The Task Forco conductod anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos during the 
afternoon. At 1633 RABM R» E, BLICK, USN, Connandor Carrier Division 
THREE* visited BOXER. 

1 Septoribor 1953 — 

During tho morning BOXER roprovisionod and rofuolod. At 
1009 RADM W, D. JOHNSON, USN, Connandor Carrior Division ONE, assunod 
tactical command of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. No air operations woro 
conductod this da to, 

2 Septonbor 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0913, a total of ono hundred and four (104) 
training sortios woro launched by BOXER » 

3 September 1953 - 

No air oporations woro conductod this dato. During tho 
noming BOXER rofuolcd tho U.S.S, PURDY (DD-734) and tho U.S.S, 

INGRAHAM (DD-694), 


4 September 1953 - 

After refuoling U.S.S. ISBELL (DD- 869 ) in tho morning. BOXER 
connoncod air oporations at 1203 launching a total of sixty (60) train- 
ing sorties, Tho BOXER conducted anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos. Task 
Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN novod into tho East China Soa, 
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5 Soptonbor 1953 - 

During tho norning BOXER roamod and rcprovisionod. At 
1614 RADM R. N. SMOOT, USN, Connandor Cruisor Division THREE, onbarkod 
in U.S.S. QUINCY (CA-7I), assunod tactical connond of Task Force SEVENTY 
SEVEN, 

6 Soptonbor 1953 - 

During tho norning BOXER roplonishod. No air operations 
woro conductod this dato, 

7 Soptonbor 1953 - 

RADM W, D. JOHNSON, DSN, Connandor Carrier Division ONE, 
assunod tactical connand of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN at 0403, In 
accordanco with CTF-77 dispatch 030350Z of Soptonbor 1953, BOXER with 
U.S.S, BRADFORD (DD- 545 ) dopartod Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN enrouto to 
Yokosuka, Japan, Captain B, E, MOGRE, USN, Connanding Officer of U.S.S. 
BOXER (CVA-21), OTC, At 1101 air oporations bogan and a total of sixty- 
sovon ( 6 ?) training sortios wero launched, 

8 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Enrouto to Yokosuka, Japan in conpany with U.S.S. BRADFORD 
(DD-545). Anti-aircraft firing exorcises wero conducted during tho 
norning. At 1130 sixty-four (64) training sortios were launched. 

During tho evening BOXER rofuolod BRADFORD. 



9 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Enrouto to Yokosuka, Japan in conpany with U.S.S. BRADFORD 
(DD-545), At 0527 BOXER dctachod tho U.S.S. BRADFORD (DD-545) to pro- 
cood on duty previously assignod. At 1401 BOXER anchored at Anchorage 
E-12, Yokosuka Harbor, Yokosuka, Japan, 

10 Soptonbor 1953 - 

At 0723 BOXER got underway fron Anchorage E-12 nooring along- 
side Piodnent Pior ? Yokosuka, Japan at 0804. VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, 
Connandor SEVENTH Float, visitod BOXER for tho purposo of presenting 
awards to personnel of tho ship and air group for noritorious achlcvo- 
nents in tho Koroan conflict, 

12-15 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Moorod alongside Piodnont Pier for naintonanco and upkcop. 
Liberty and shoro lcavo was grantod consistent with tho work load. 
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16 Sopiohbor 1953 - 



Moorod to Piodnont Pior. At 0850 BOXER undorway fron Plcdnont 
Pior to dock in Drydrock #5, Yokosuka, Japan at about 1000. 

17 Soptonbor 1953 - 

BOXER rostod on koolblocks in Drydock #5 whilo repair work 
was dono on propellers No* 1, 3, and 4* 


18 Soptonbor 1953 - 


BOXER rostod on koolblocks until 1610 whon tugs conr.onccd 
towing her fron Diydock #5, At 1833 BOXER undorway in accordanco with 
Con7thFloot dispatch 130714Z of Soptonbor 1953 onrouto to Task Forco 
SEVENTY-SEVEN, 


19 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Stoaning indopcndontly onrouto to Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN 
in the East China Sea, At 1350 anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos woro 
conducted* 


20 Soptonbor 1953 - 


Stoaning indopondontly until rendezvous with Task Forco 
SEVENTY-SEVEN in the East China Sea at 1204. RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, 
Connandor Carrier Division FIVE, onbarkod in U.S.S. YORKTOWN (CVA-10 /, 
was 0TC„ Thirty-eight (38) training sortios wero launchod conncncing 
at 1400. 


21 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Ro provisioning and rofuoling wore conductod during the norning 
At 1355 anti-aircraft firing oxcrcisos woro conductod by BOXER, 

22 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Comoncing at 0720 a total of one hundrod and nino (109) 
training sorties woro flown. During tho ovoning BOXER rofuclod U.S.S. 
DASHIELL (DD-659).-. 

23 Soptonbor 1953 - 

No air operations woro conductod this date. During tho 
ovoning BOXER rofuolod U.S.S. COGSWELL (DU-651), 

24 Soptonbor 1953 - 


No air oporations woro conductod this date 


25 September 1953 


Connoncing at 0735 a total of sixty-oight (68) training 
sortios wore flown by BOXER aircraft, 

26 Soptonbor 1953 - 

During tho norning BOXER rofuolod. At 1625 anti-aircraft 
firing oxcrcisos woro cord uc tod, BOXER departod Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEN, in accordanco with CTF-77 instructions datod 2617401, onroutc 
to Sasobo, Japan, 

27 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Stoaning indopondontly onroutc to Sasobo, Japan. At 1107 
BOXER noorod to Buoy #17, Sasobo Harbor, Sasobo, Japan. 

28 Soptonbor - 3 Octobor 1953 - 

Maintonanco and upkoop. Liberty and shoro loavo was grantod 
consistent with work roquirononts, 

4 Octobor 1953 - 

At 0752 BOXER got undorway fron Buoy #17, Sasobo Harbor, 

Sasobo, Japan, in accordanco with CTF-77 dispatch 220150Z of Soptonbor 
1953, onroutc to Task Forco SEIVEINTY— SEVEN. At 1445 BOXER joinod Task 
Force S 3LV ENTY-J3 EVEN in the Soa of Japan. RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, 
Commander Carrier Division ONE, onbarkod in tho U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) 
ore. 


5 October 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0903 a total of ono hundred and twenty (120) 
training sortios were flown by BOXER aircraft. 

6 October 1953 - 

At 0850 air operations began and a total of sixty-six (66) 
training sorties ve.ro launchod. At 1338 RADM R, N. SMOOT, Connandor 
Cruiser Division THREE, onbarkod in U.S.S. QUINCY (CA-71), assumed 
tactical conrnnci of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. During tho afternoon 
anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos wore conductod. BOXER rocordod its 
63,000th landing today, establishing anothor now floot rocord, 

7 Octobor 1953 - 

During oarly norning BOXER rofuolod. Anti-aircraft firing 
oxorcisos woro conducted connoncing at 1540. At 1817 RADM W. D. 
JOHNSON, USN Connandor Carrier Division ONE, assumed tactical connand 
of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. 
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8 Octobor 1953 
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Beginning at 0713 a total of ono hundred and twonty-four 
(124) training sorties woro flown. 

9 Octobor 1953. - 

Commencing at 0715 a total of ninoty-nino (99) training 
sorties were launched, BOXER rofuolod U.S.S. FLETCHER (DDE-445) 
during the morning. At 1 838, in accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 
O 8 OI 58 Z of Octobor 1953# BOXER do parted Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 
for Sasobo, Japan. At 1945 BOXER was j oinod by U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
(CVA-39)* Captain B. E. MOORE, USN, Commanding Officor U.S.S. BOXER 
(CVA-21), CTC. 


10 October 1953 - 


Enrouto to Sasobo, Japan, in company with U.S.S. LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39). At 0727 BOXER moored to Buoy M-21, Sasobo Harbor, 
Sasebo, Japan. Fightor Squadron FORTY-FOUR was transferred back to 
U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) and Fightor Squadron ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN 
was transferred back to U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21). 

11 Octobor 1953 - 


Moorod to Buoy M-21, Sasobo Harbor, Sasobo, Japan. In 
accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 080158Z of Octobor 1953 BOXER was 
undorway enrouto to Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho Soa of Japan. 

At 1035 BOXER joined by U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39). Captain B. E. 
MOORE, USN, Commanding Officer of U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21), CTC. At 1558 
rendozvous was effected with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho Sea of Japan. 
RADM W„ D, JOHNSON, USN, Commander Carrier Division ONE, embarked in 
U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), CTC. 

12 October 1953 - 


Refueling, roaming, and reprovisioning were conductod 
during tho day. 

13 Octobor 1953 - 

C 'rxi: :v*Lnr, at 0830 a total of nincty-sovcn (97) training 
sorties v, ore flown by BOXER aircraft, Tho Task Forco moved into tho 
East China Soa. 

14 Octobor 1953 - 


Commencing at 0801 a total of sixty- throo ( 63 ) training 
sorties wero launchod. At 1458, RADM W, V. 0* REGAN, USN, Conmandor 


Cauisor Division FIVE, oribarkod in U.S.S. HELENA (GA-75) assunod tac- 
tical connand of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. At 1600 anti-aircraft 
firing exorcises were conducted. 

15 October 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0700 a total of one hundrod and tiranty-scvon 
(127) training sortios wore flown by BOXER aircraft. At 0633 RADM ¥. D. 
JOHNSON, USN, Connandor Carrier Division ONE, assunod tactical connand 
of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

16 October 1953 - 

BOXER refueled during tho norning. At 1539 RADM W. V. 

O’REGAN, USN, Connandor Cruiser Division FIVE, assunod tactical 
connand of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. Anti-aircraft firing excrcisos 
woro conducted during tho afternoon. 

17 October 1953 - 

At 0606 RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Connandor Carrior Division 
ONE, assunod tactical connand of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. Air oper- 
ations connoncod at 0831 and a total of ninoty-sovon (97) training 
sortios were flown. At 1152 an AD-4NA, BuNo 125762, piloted by LT 
B. E. WILD, 43 7973, TTSNR, VF-194, crashed into tho barrior and over- 
turned, The pilot was uninjurod.. Anti-aircraft firing oxorciscs wero 
conducted during tho afternoon. 

18 October 1953 - 

At 1354 RADM R. F. HICKEY, TEN, Connandor Carrier Division FIVE, 
embarked in U a S«S. YORKTOWN (CVA-10) , assunod tactical connand of Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. At 1440 RADM W. V. O’REGAN, USN, Connandor Cruiser 
Division FIVE, onbnrteH. in U.S.S, HELENA (CiU75) assunod tactical connand 
of Task F reo SIVMNTY* SEVEN. At 1632 RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, Connandor 
Carrier Division FIVE, assunod tactical connand of Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEN, 

19 October 1993 - 

Connoncing at 0530 a total of one hundrod and sovon (107) 
training sortios wore launchod, BOXER rofuolod during tho aftornoon. 

20 October 1953 - 

At 0720, in accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 141538Z of Octobor 
1953, EOXER departed Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN enroute to Yokosuka, Japan. 
Connoncing at 1007 fourtocn (14) sortios wore launchod in connoction with 
olectronic countomoasuros oxorcisos. 
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21 October 1953 - 

Stoaning indopondcntly onrouto to Yokosuka, Japan, 

22 Octobor 1953 - 

Stoaning independently, At 0800 BOXER noorod to Buoy #10, 
Yokosuka Harbor, Yokosuka, Japan, 




23-28 Octobor 1953 - 


Moorod to Buoy #L0, Yokosuka Harbor, for naintonancc and 
upkoop. Liberty and shore loavo was granted in kooping with work 
donands, 

29 Octobor 1953 - 

Moored to Buoy #10, At 075C BOXER got underway, in accordance 
with CTF-77 dispatch 251030Z of October 1953, enreuto to Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. 


30 Octobor 1953 - 

Stoaning independently onrouto to Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN 
in the East China Sca 0 Cormoncing at 0749 a total thirty (30) train- 
ing sorties wore launched in connection with electronic countomcasuros 
oxorcisosc 

31 October 1953 — 

Enroutc to Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN, Tho rendezvous was 
offoctod at 0545 with tho Task Forco in tho East China Sea, RADM 
R. F, KJCKEYj USN, Connandc-r Carrier Division FIVE, onbarkod in U.S.S. 
YQBJKTOVJN (CVA-YO ' , 'XG 0 Cecnoncing at 0801 ninety-six ( 96 ) training 
s or tied wero launched, 

1 Novonber 1953 - 

No flight operations wero conducted this date. At 1150 
RABM W. D, JOIftlSON; DSN, Germander Carrier Division ONE, assunod 
OTC of Task Force S ■S'.' ENTI-S EVEN, Tho Task Forco noved into tho Sea 
of Japan , 

2 Novenbou.- 1953 - 

Conncncing at 0800 a total of ninety-seven (97) training 
sorties wero flown by BOXER aircraft. 
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3 Novonbor 1953 - 



Ono hundrod and two (102) training sorties wero launched, 
boginning at 0839* Tho 64,000th lair' Lng was of footed this date, es- 
tablishing another now floot record. 


4 November 1953 - 


BOXER rofuolod during tho norning. 
USN, Comandcr Carrior Division ONE, visitod 
noon BOXER roprovisionod. 


At 1101 RADM W. D. JOHNSON, 
this ship. During tho after 


5 Novonbor 1953 - 


Connoncing at 0701 a total of ninoty-sovon (97) training 
sortios were launchod. At 1404 RADM R. N, SMCOT, USN, Connand or 
Cruiser Division THREE, onbarkod in U.S.S. QUINCY (CA-71), assuned 
tactical connand of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. At 1630 RADM W. D. 
JOHNSON, USN, Connandor Carrior Division ONE, onbarkod in U.S.S. 

REARS ARGE (CVA-33) , assunod tactical connand of tho Task Force, Anti- 
aircraft firing oxorcisos woro conductod during the aftornoon* At 
1740 BOXER departed Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN, in accordanco with CTF-77 
dispatch 040630Z, onrouto to tho Unitod States via Sasobo and Yokosuka, 
Japan, 


6 Novonbor 1953 - 


Stcaning indopondontly onrouto to Sasobo, Japan, At 0950 
BOXER noorod to Buoy M-20 in Sasobo Harbor, Sasobo, Japan, 

7 Novonbor 1953 - 

Moorod to Buoy M-20, At 0959 BOXER was underway, in accordanco 
with CTF-77 dispatch 062257Z of Novonbor 1953, onrouto to the Unitod 
Statos via Yokosuka Japan. 

8 Novonbor 1953 - 

Enrouto to Yokosuka, Japan 

9 Novonbor 1953 - 

Stcaning independently onrouto to Yokosuka, Japan, At 0825 
BOXER nocrod to Piodnont Pior, Yokosuka, Japan. 

10 Novonbor 1953 - 


Moorod to Piodnont Pior, Yokosuka, Japan, 


,.' ■'• •••-•-• • ' 'A •• V'*rs&f -o.^ir^y^iv^G'1 



ECtASSiFIED 



11 Novonbor 1953 - 

Underway at 0652, in accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 
301140Z of October 1953, onroute to the United States via Poarl 
Harbor, T. H. 

Part III Porfomanco of Ordnance Eauio.no nt and Material 

A. During the poriod 28 July to 11 Novonbor 1953 ninotoon (19) 
gunnory shoots wero held at which tino the following typos of oxor- 
cisos woro conductodj 


Z-4-G AA BAKER 5 Runs 
Z-5-G M GEORGE 22 Runs 
Z-9-G AA HOW 17 Runs 
Z-10-G AA OBOE 20 Runs 
Z-12-G Hoavy Drono Practico 5 Runs 
Z-13-G Snail Drono Practico 2 Runs 

B* While conducting theso oxorcisos tho following anounts of 
annunition woro firod: 


5"/38 Caliber AAC 
5'»/38 Caliber VT 
4CMM HEIT (SD) 


344 Rounds 
280 Rounds 
3,009 Rounds 


C. All oxorcisos woro considered satisfactory by shipboard ob- 
servers. 


D« All ordnance oquipnont functioned well with tho exception of 
ono (l) MK 56 GFCS sor 92 which roquired roplaconcnt of tho gyro unit 
MK 52-2 sor 174 with tho on board spare MK 56-2 scr 334 in the latter 
part of July, The syston workod satisfactorily until Septonber at 
which tino gyro troublo rooccurrod. Mobile Ordnance Unit ffl } called 
upon to assist ship ? s forco, doternined that tho unit was faulty and 
a new ono would bo noodod. Tho rcplaconont unit MK 56-2 sor 100 ro- 
coivod on board in response to an onorgoncy request was found upon 
inspection to bo unsatisfactory duo to corrosion insido tho rate gyro 
section. This condition was duo to inproper packaging by tho shipping 
activity and is tho subject of separate correspondence. This unit was 
not considered suitablo for installation and is being held on board 
until arrival in tho Continental Uni tod States. A now gyro unit has 
boon ordorod DDD 5 Doconbor 1953, San Francisco Naval Shipyard. 

E, Further ordnanco expenditure statistics oro contained in 
onclosuro (l). 


Part 17 Battle Danaga 
Nono > 


f 
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A, No casualties were s^fforod during the period covered by 
this report, 

B, Performance 

(1) An avorago of 1975 onlistod personnel comprised the 
ship* S company. All exorcises, drills, and routine ship’s work 
wero carried out in a comondable manner during this period. Tho 
oxtonsivo training program in effect aboard this vessel has proven 
its worth many tines and has boon intensified since the cessation of 
hostilities. 

(2) All porsonnol of Philippine and Guamanian extraction 
wero affordod tho opportunity of taking leave to their hones, A snail 
percentage of porsonnol wero grantod onorgoncy loavo to the continental 
limits • 


(3) A nininun nunber of transfers and receipts havo boon 
offoctod. Maxinun Rost and Rocuporation Loavo was grantod during each 
in-port poriod. 

(4) There was a total of one hundrod twonty-throo (123) 
ship’s company officers on board during this poried. Thirteon (13 ) 
officers aro ordered dotachcd and fiftcon (15) officers havo boon 
ordored to rcoort. 

(5) Thero were ninoty-ono (91) mast cases during this period. 
Sixtoon (16) Sunnary Courts Martial and four (4) Special Courts Martial 
wero awarded, fourtcon (14) of which wore for absonco over loavo offonsos. 


C, Morale 

(l) Morale has shown sono doorcase fron tho previous ex- 
cellent stato, because of t 

(a) Continued operations after tho Korean Armistice, 
without the stimulus of actual combat. 

(b) Tho high percentage of porsonnol who successfully 
passod examinations for advnnconont in rating, but wore not advanced 
duo to quota limitations. This is especially ovideht in cases where 
near critical shortages exist aboard this ship, yot no porsonnol wore 
advanced to pay grade E-4 duo to quotas established for tho overall 
Naval Service, 

D. Training 

(l) Tho Training Room was used for Divisional training 
classes, supervised group study, in-rate training progress tosting, 
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dally hoalth and hygiene lectures, and church services, The I & E 
progran Is in constant procoss of aidihg personnel to obtain high 
school diplomas and high sdhool oghiValoncy tosts. Continued coun- 
selling aids both the high school and collogo preparatory program 
of study. 

(2) Ono hundrod fifty-fivo (155) non wore adninistorod tho 
complete battory of GED tosts (high school level), Fivo ( 5 ) non com- 
pleted collogo lovol GED tosts and nino (9) ’men took end-of-courso 
examinations • Fifty- two (52) men enrolled in USAFI. 

(3) Thirty-two (32) officers are enrolled in the Genoral 
Line Training Course for Junior Officers, Lessons are submitted 
monthly and graded. Two (2) months* assignments havo been conpletod. 

( 4 ) An accelerated program for the training of non in critical 
ratings was established on 1 November, Maximum Training Room uso is 
alio tod to tho so ratings with movies and othor training aids being 
utilized. Poor condition of obsolete motion picturo projectors has 
hanporod this program to some degree, 

( 5 ) Ship Handling Drills 

(a) On tho 12th of August whilo onrouto to Hong' Kong, 

E, C. C. th6 BOXER utilized approximately throo ( 3 ) hours for ship 
handling drills, Tho . tine was dividod into six (6) periods of about * 
tnirty (30) minutes each# Officers having tho conn wore; Captain' (two 
poriods ) , 'Exocutivo Officer, Operations Officer, Navigator, and Air 
Officor* Tho exercises wore in tho nature of making dock -approaches 
and were conducted using smoko floats and wooden crates, 

(b) On 14 August another three (3) hours were spent in 
similar drills using weather balloons to simulate docks and turning 
buoys. Each period lasted thirty (30) minutes with six (6) officers 
participating as follows! Captain, Executive Officer, Navigator, Air 
Officor, Gunnoxy Officer, and Air Operations Officer. 

(c) Whilo onroute to Sasebo, Japan opportunity was 
taken to familiarize officers of tho deck with ship handling. Exorcises 
were conducted for a total of about throo ( 3 ) hours on 26 and 27 Sept- 
ember with tho Navigator, Assistant Operations Officor, and servon (7) 
CCD’s participating, Man overboard drills employing .Williamson methods 
wore emphasized, 

(d) Of tho above nnmod of floors only tho Captain, 
Executive Officor, and Gunnery Officer had had any previous ship 
handling experience. 
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(р) \6 Wg lack of opportunity for senior officors 
and officers of thd dock to gain oxperionco and proficiency in ship 
handling of this nature whilo oporating with tho task force, it is 
folt that opportunities oust be created. Furthomoro it is rocon- 
nondod that ships whilo oporating indopondontly, i.o„, steady steal- 
ing onrouto, bo providod with enough lcoway botwoon tino of doparturo 
and tino of arrival to conduct such drills. Tho rosults obtainod fron 
tho BOXJiR’s drills wore folt to bo highly satisfactory and bonoficial. 

E, Public Information 

(1) Total nows roloasos and feature articlos originated 
for tho period of this report* 

a) 517 nows photographs with captions 

b) 23 nows foaturos 

(с) 7 hometown nows foaturos 

(d) 1,301 honotown nows storios (roster story). 

(o) 5*120 foot of combat camera film 

(2) Tho Public Information Cffico published tho daily BOXER 
FRESS, a four page photo-offsot nowspapor, using ship's nows and world 
nows received via radio-tPlotypo. In addition, a four page weekly 
Feature Parado supplonont was oditod containing ship's nows and photo- 
graphs as well as Aimed Forcos Press Service natorial and pictures. 

(3) In preparation for tho ship's homecoming, tho Public 
Information Offico dovolopod an overall Homo coring Plan including 
preparation for a charity drivo, preliminary plans for an Opon House, 
and sixty (60) Honocoming brochures for distribution to nows modia in 
tho United Statos. 

(4) A radio and TV team took 1,900 feet of notion picture 
film on tho ship in connection with tho Homecoming plans and tho visit 
to tho ship by tho Japanese Boy Scouts. 

(5) A group of Japanese Boy Scouts from Yokosuka woro invited 
to tho ship for a sight-seeing tour. Afterwards they presented n plaque 
to the ship in appreciation. 

F, Roligious Activities 

Protestant Bible classes wore hold weekly on Tuesday and 
Sunday at 1800 to 1900. Protestant Communion Service was held on 
the second Sunday of oach month. Protestant Divine Sorvices woro hold 
on Sunday at 1000, Latter Day Saints Sorvices woro hold oach Sunday 



at 0030 and a study class was held wookly for tho Latter Day Saints, 
Christian Scionce Sorvicos wero held each Sunday at 1000, Protestant 
choir not twico veokly. Catholic Mass was celebrated Sunday at 0639 
and 0900. Mass was also colebratod at 1630 each day while tho ship 
was at sea. Confessions wore heard bofore and aftor each Mass, THo 
two (2) Chaplains on board alternated in dolivoring a prayor over the 
public addross syston each evening at sea, Tho Protestant Chaplain 
hold lectures on "Marriago and tho Family" onco a week. Guidance loc- 
turos wore delivered daily by both Chaplains during tho nonths of Sept- 
onbor and October, 

G • Rocroational Activities 

Movios wero shown nightly in tho Wardroom, CFO loungo, first 
class ness, training roon and the ness docks. Who novo r possiblo, tho 
hangar dock was usod for novios with two (2) performances on that 
ovoning. During this period three hundred fourtcon (314) different 
programs wore shown a total of mine hundred eighty- four (934) tinos. 

A lato night novio was hold in tho training room for those personnel 
unablo to attend tho regular showings. One (l) boxing snokor and one 
(l) variety show wore hold and wore greatly enjoyed by tho crow. Each 
ovoning at 2030 snacks wore served for tho crow on tho Moss Deck, The 
Library was open from 0900 to 2100 daily* Library books were available 
and adequately distributed. A total of four thousand (4000) books wore 
drawn from tho library. Four hundred (400) magazines wore rocoived and 
distributed to the Wardroom, Warrant Officers' Loungo, CPO Lounge, first 
class ness, crew's library, each division, and the squadrons embarked, 
Now library acquisitions consited of one hundred forty-seven (147) hand- 
back books and six hundred (600) paperbacks. One (l) Bingo Party was 
conducted for the enlisted men and proceeds were forwarded to the Boy 
Scouts of America. Hobby Shop materials were offered for sale through 
tho Hobby Shop and the demand for such materials has been and still 
remains high. Tho Photo Hobby Shop was open from ISOO until taps 
Monday through Friday of each week. An oxorciso room for physical 
conditioning of officers and non was placed in service and was well 
patronized, Tho Chaplains arrangod sight seeing trips for tho crew 
while tho ship was in Hong Kong and Sasobo » 

Part VI Common ts 

A, Operations 

(1) CIC 

Radar performance inprovod aftor the cessation of 
hostilities, primarily duo to tho availability of electronics repair 
porsonnol for additional maintenance in slack periods. Tho installation 
of Mark X IFF equipment was effected in September for SX radar. A 



naif unction of the rotating pulse joint and a failure of tho RF trans- 
mission lido precluded full use of the equipment until late in tho 
period of this report. Defects have boon corrected and tho additional 
radar displays with IFF have greatly improved tho facilities for air 
control in CIC, To increase the effectiveness of the presently in- 
stalled IFF installations, an alteration request is being submitted 
to provldo interlacing of tho two (2) systems installed. If approvod, 
IFF will bo available with either SFS-6B or SX radar at each radar 
ropcator equipped with an IFF control box* 

Tho conversion to UHF on 1 September 1953 was accom- 
plished without undue difficulty and has produced satisfactory re- 
sults, Very fow breakdowns or communication failures have occurred. 

An alteration roquost is being submitted to provide ARC-27 equipment 
to "back up" the available shipboard transmitters and receivers, 

Tho BOXER concurs with other attack carriers in tho 
nood for AN/URD-4 diroction finding equipment to roplaco similar 
oquipoont used with VHF radio, 

Tho lack of sufficient personnel through tho prosont 
cruiso has precluded effective employment of ECM oquipnont. ECM 
training will bo stressed prior to the ship's noxt deployment. 

Exercise ADEX, a successor to ADEPT, was conducted 
in conjunction with othor floot units on two (2) occasions prior to 
tho ship's doparturo from Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN, This exorcise 
is considorod a valuablo training aid, howovor, it is rocomnondod 
that it bo conducted to tho exclusion of othor simultaneous air 
operations for maximum evaluation, 

(2) Communications 

The traffic reduction occasioned by the cessation of 
hostilities pormittod tho Communications Section to moro vigorously 
pursue the routine maintenance and training programs with gratifying 
results* 

On 1 Soptonbor 1953 primary tactical communications, 
ship-ship and ship-air wore shifted from VHF to UHF, After on initial 
poriod of a fow days, communications on UHF havo boon roliablo and 
compare favorably with VHF communications. 

( 3 ) Air Intelligence 

Thorough briefing was given all pilots concerning tho 
regulations involving flights ovor Koroa subsequent to tho amistico. 
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In addition* dobMfcfihg of sorties of CAS flights over South Koroa 
includod information Confeorning tiraos, routes, and northemnost point, 
The connunists allowed hanjr incidents of truce violations by United ' 
Nations aircraft and those alleged violations woro passed to Commandor 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN by tho Joint Operations Cantor for aircraft 
accountability. With the adoquato dobriofing it was an oasy nattor to 
account for tho whereabouts of BOXER aircraft at tho tinos of tho ro- 
portod incidonts. No BOXER aircraft woro involvod in any violation* 

(4) Aerology 

Tho interval fron 27 July to 11 November has boon dividod 
into three major periods corresponding to location and soason. Thcso 
three periods aro discussed separately in the following paragraphs, and 
tabulated separately in tho Aorological Summary, 

Northern Operating Aroa (Summer Season) 27 July_to_3 
Soptonbor 1953 , At tho boginning of this period tho Southerly Mon- 
soon began broaking down, with southerly winds prevailing for only a 
fow days. For the remainder of tho period northeastorly winds woro 
predominant as the Siberian High bogan to v devolop, Tho polar front 
was generally located to tho south and oast of tho Japanose islands 
with a wonk to modorato high pressuro ridge overlying Japan and Korea. 

On throo occasions during this poriod tho quasi-stationary polar front 
movod northward over Japan as typhoons approached fron the south. Fol- 
lowing Typhoons "Phyllis" and "Rita", both of which moved into tho 
Chinn coast near Formosa, a weak high coll formod to tho south of 
Japan. Tho resulting circulation which developed between this weak 
high and tho coldor ridgo of tho Siberian High, which persisted over 
Korea, resultod in cyclogonosis along tho polar front. Stable waves 
formed along the front in tho East China Sea and Sea of Japan and 
moved rapidly northoastward, producing poor woathor in tho operating 
aroa for throo days on both occasions, Tho circulation of Typhoon 
"Lola" which recurvod to the east of Japan on 1 August forced tho 
polar front northward ovor Japan producing low ceilings and some pre- 
cipitation in tho operating aroa. However, a high coll formod directly 
to the west of the typhoon, as it recurved, producing rapidly clearing 
woathor in tho Soa of Japan. 

Tho incidence of fog during this late summer poriod was 
materially less than in May, June, and July. Only ten hours of fog 
wore observod, with visibilities being ovor six miles 92 % of tho time, 
as compared to only 76 % in tho early summer. 

Flying conditions improved also during tho late summer 
with favorable conditions (coiling ovor 1000 foot, visibility ovor 3 
miles) oxisting 92 % of the tino, as compared to only 75 % during tho 
early summer. 
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Southern Cperatinef Area (Pall Season) A Soptonbor to 
31 October 1953 . This period is narked by tho continual fluctuation 
of tho polar front fron a position over Japan to innodiately south of 
Japan, Tho operating aroa of tho East China Sea was gonorally donliv 
atod by a high prossuro ridgo oxtonding southward fron tho Siborian 
High, Northerly winds provailed about 9056 of tho tino. Only two 
brief periods of poor weathor occurred, Tho first boing caused by 
Typhoon ’'Toss”, and tho second by wavo formation on tho polar front. 

As tho typhoon approachod Japan fron tho southeast, tho polar front 
was forcod northward and producod wido spread rain in tho operating aroa 
on 22 Soptonbor, "Toss” rocurvod to tho north and passod approximately 
550 nilos oast of tho forco producing 35 knot northeasterly winds in 
tho operating area. 

Weather conditions continued to improve during the fall 
soason of operations, with no fog being obsorvod and visibilities boing 
ovor six (6) nilos 99.4# of the tino. Ceiling hoights woro approximately 
tho sane as tho sunnor soason boing abovo 5000 foot 7556 of tho tino. 
Flying conditions were favorable 97/6 of tho tino. 

Northern Oporatlng Period (Fall season ). 5 October to 
5 Novonbor 1953 . The Sea of Japan was gonorally dominated by a high 
prossuro ridgo oxtonding ovor tho area fron the Siborian High coll. 
Migratory low contors noving rapidly eastward fron Manchuria caused 
two (2) brief periods of showor activity as the cold fronts passod 
eastward ovor the task forco, Prevailing winds continued northerly 
about 90$ of tho tino, but woro somewhat woakor than in the southern 
area during this season. Weather conditions improved considerably 
ovor tho sunnor soason and woro slightly bettor than tho southom aroa 
during this sono period. Visibilities woro greater than six (6) nilos 
during tho ontiro period and flying conditions favorablo tho ontiro 
tino, 

NOTE: During this operating period from 27 July until 
II Novonbor 1953 ton (10) typhoons woro tracked in tho western Pacific, 
eight (8) of which woro potentially dangerous to tho task force in the 
operating areas. 

AEROLOGICAL SUMMARY 
OPERATING PERIOD 
27 JULY THROUGH 11 NOVEMBER 1953 


Sgseesafcaa 

Northern OpAroa 
(Sunnor) 

27 Jul - 3 Sop 

Southern OpAroa 
(Fall) 

4 Sep - 31 Oct 

Northern OpAri 
(Fall) 

5 Oct - 5 Nov 

Avorage 

78 

79 

67 

Avorage Max, 

81 

83 

72 

Averago Min* 

74 

75 

63 

Absolute Max, 

89 

88 

79 

Absolute Min. 

69 

67 

54 


21 




Skv Northern OpArea 

Conditions (Sunncr) 

i i Tota L. tto ?.) 27 Jul . 3 Sep 


Southern OpAroa 
(Fall) 

4 Sop - 31 Oct 


Northern Ou^rca 
(Fall) 

5 Oct - 5 Nov 


Overcast 

43.3 

27.0 

Cloudy 

15*7 

22,9 

Partly Cloudy 

30.3 

27.4 

Mostly Clear 

10.7 

22.7 


23.1 

144 

27.5 

35.3 


Hours of 


Plrocipitation 

27 3/4 

IS 

Average Relative 



Humidity 

19% 

61% 

Hours of Fog 

10 

0 


5 3/4 

59% 

0 


Surface Winds 





% 

Days 

% 

N 

0 


6 

28.5 

2 

15.4 

NNE 

3 

12,2 

2 

9.5 

2 

15.4 

NE 

8 

33.4 

8 

38.0 

2 

■15.4 

ENE 

6 

25.0 

0 


1 

7.7 

E 

1 

4.3 

0 


1 

7.7 

ESE 

0 


0 


0 


SE 

0 


0 


0 


SSE 

0 


0 


0 


S 

1 

4.3 

0 


1 

7.7 

S3W 

1 

4.3 

0 


0 


sw 

3 

12.2 

1 

4.8 

0 


wsw 

1 

4.3 

1 

4.8 

0 


w 

0 


0 


0 


WNW 

0 


I 

4.8 

1 

7.7 

NW 

0 


1 

4.8 

2 

15.4 

NNW 

0 


1 

4.8 

1 

7.7 

Avg, Velocity. 

13 


15 


14 


Avg. Max. Velocity 

18 


23 


21 


Avg. Min. Velocity 

6 


9 


6 


Absolute Max. Velocity 26 


33 


31 


Absolute Min. Velocity 1 


2 


2 


Ceilings % Total Time 


% Total Tine 

% Total Tine 

Below 1000* 

5.0$ 


3*4% 


0.0% 


1000* - 5000* 

24.7% 


21.0% 


16.4% 


5000* - 10,000* 

20,0% 


21.2% 


14.2% 


Above 10,000* 

50.3% 


54.4% 


69.4% 




Northotn OpArea 
, (SyrMei) 

Southern OpArea 

Northern OpArea 


(Fall) 

(Fall) 


27 Jtil *• 3 Sop 

4 Sop - 31 Oct 

5 Oct - 5 Nov 

Visibility 

UstoLItoe 

$ Total Tino 

$ Total Tino 

Under 1 nilo 

1*0$ 

0.0$ 

0.0$ 

1-3 nilos 

1.4$ 

0.2$ 

0.0$ 

3-6 nilos 

5.5$ 

0.4$ 

0.0$ 

Ovor 6 nilos 

92,1$ 

99.4$ 

100.0$ 

Flvinf? Conditions 



Good (vis. over 6 




nilos; coiling 
ovor 5000*) 70.8$ 

Average (vis, 3-6 

nilos; coiling 
1 - 5000 * ) 21 . 6 $ 
Bad (vis, less than 
3 nilos; coiling 
loss than 1000*)7.6$ 

Porcont Favorable 
Flying Conditions 
(coiling 1000* or higher; 
vis, 3 nilos or noro) 92,4$ 

B. Supply 

(l) Connissary 


75.2$ 

22 . 0 $ 

2 . 8 $ 

97.2$ 


93.2$ 

6 . 8 $ 

0 . 0 $ 

100 . 0 $ 


Six (6) at soa provision roplenishnents wero received 
by BOXER during tho period of this report as follows: 

TONS TONS 


DATE 

SHIP 

REQUISITIONED 

RECEIVED 

LOADING TIME 

31 Jul 

USS GRAFFIAS (AF-29) 

70.3 

64.0 

1 hr. 15 nins. 

24 Aug 

USS POLARIS (AF-11) 

114.0 

100.6 

2 hrs. 35 nins 

6 Sop 

USS ALUDEIA (AF-55) 

130.0 

94.4 

1 hr. 25 nins. 

21 Sop 

USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 

45.0 

33.6 

55 nins. 

12 Oct 

USS PICTCR (AF-54) 

22.0 

16.0 

30 nins. 

3 Nov 

USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 

96.0 

81.0 

1 hr. 10 nins. 


Provisions woro requisitioned and roceivod fron U.S.S. 
UVALDE on 3 August, U.S.S. ALUDEIA on 9 August, U.S.S, UVALDE on 27 
Soptonbor, YNEB-24 on 28 Septonbor, and U.S.S. GRAFFIAS on 2 October 


in Sasebo ^ 

U.S.S. 


On 


14 September provisions were received fron tho 
at Yokosuka, Japan. 


, » SondwichoS Woro provided to all refueling and roaming 

working parties. In addition, sandwiches were served following tho 
fi^st evening novio on sikty-throo (63) different occasions* Hanburgors 
grillod choose, and hoi dogs proved to bo the most popular typos of 
sandwibhes. Midnight rations woro served daily and during this period 
anountod to 2,974 rations. 


Tho following provision items wore found oithor NIS or 
NC on one or noro occasions whan requisitioned from tho provisioning 
supply sources nontionod above: Orango juice, grahan flour, grapefruit 

juice, tomato juice, tomato paste, vanilla flavoring, pinoapplo juico, 
pinto beans, fresh cucumbors, green onions, lemon flavoring, vinogar, 
lottuco, cottago choose, snap beans, fresh frozen poas, fresh frozen 
applos, comod boof hash, blackborrios, cannod mushrooms, turnips, 
grapefruit, brown sugar, powdorod sugar, hominy grits, chili powdor, 
table salt, prepared mustard, sliced pinoapplo, vogotable juico, ripo 
olives, beets, poas, prunes, and sago. 


Provisions in tho following amounts wero consumed during 
this operating period: Flour 96,101 lbs., preserved meats 19,716 lbs,, 

salted and smokod meats 55,487 lbs,, fresh meat 76,920 lbs., bonoloss 
moats 83,904 lbs*, cannod vegetables 51,795 lbs,, fresh vegetables 
25,866 lbs*, cannod fruit 33,278 lbs,, preserved fruits 19,150 lbs., 
fresh fruits 65,889 lbs., frozen fruits 19,991 lbs., coffee 17,920 lbs., 
ovaporatod milk 10,057 lbs., fresh milk 6,163 gals,, frosh eggs 20,361 
dozen, butter 18,587 lbs., sugar 64,310 lbs, salt 7,082 lbs. 

(2) Ship's Storo and C&SS 


A rapid turnover of Snip's Storo stock was experienced 
during the period of this roport. Statistics compiled fron records 
naintainod by the Ship's Storo show the following activity during tho 
months of July through October: 




STOCK 

TRANSFERS FROM 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 


PURCHASES 

SURVEYS 

OTHER SUPPLY OFFICERS INVENTORY 

SALES s ' 

Jul 

$1,871.38 

$988.55 

$ 36.00 

$92,592.52 

$51,269.37 

Aug 

8,034.14 

nono 

12,859.92 

81,088.48 

35,971.76 

Sop 

5,410.06 

307.97 

17,478.00 

62,907.28 

45,643*42 

Cct 

4,925.34 

422.37 

25,840.98 

57,838.39 

33,492,65 


The total purchase of foreign merchandise for 

tho cruise 

anountod to $40, (300*00, of which $8,000,00 was 

spent in Hong 

Kong, 
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i % 



Clothing and Snail Strife a issues and roplcnishnent of 


stocks naintainod a consistont rate during this period as rofloctod by 
tho following statistics* 



TOTAL INVENT CRY 

SURVEYS 

TOTAL SALES 

Jul 

$41,791*49 

$5*20 

$9,562.80 

Aug 

42,751.34 

none 

9,625.35 

Sop 

45,047.87 

36.70 

7,863,91 

Oct 

46,905.28 

nono 

9,487.81 


Itons of C&SS stock NIS during this period and not ob- 
tainable fron supply sourcos in tho area woros Striker badges, ratos- 
bluo and whito full, group rate narks, drawors-ootton snail, shoos- 
sizo 6§-, junpors dungaroo-sizo 34, trousors blue-sizo 29. 


(3) Disbursing 

Rocords of tho Disbursing Officor indioato tho following 
activity during this porieds 


DATE 

PAYROLL PAID 

PUBLIC VOUCHERS PAID 

Jul 

$320,000.00 

$20,000.00 

Aug 

323,191.50 

23,005.71 

Sop 

352,483.00 

22,494.19 

Get 

355,617.06 

21,186.65 


Collections of 0246,664*44 wore rocoivod during this 
sane four nonth period originating fron tho following sales sourcos: 


' Ship’s Store 
Mosses 

Clothing & Snail Stores 
Soda Fountain 

Soft Drink Vending Machines 


0122,723*61 

59,582,05 

34*974*56 

21,744.37 

7,639.85 


Tho Disbursing Officor purchased a total of 095, 000.00 
in Japanoso Ion during this cruise fron tho Disbursing Officor, Float 
Activities, Yokosuka, Japan. All but 0210. 00 was sold to BOXER per- 
sonnel and this onount was rotumod to the FLoot Activities Disbursing 
Officer for redonption prior to doparturo fron Yokosuka. 

(4) Wardroom 


Considerable improvement in variety of food served in 
tho wardroom was possible following tho Koroan Truce duo to noro fr© 
quont in-port periods for BOXER. Fresh neat, fish, oggs, and vege- 
tables were procured fron certified Japanese sourcos in both Sasebo 
and Yokosuka, During the ship's visit to Hong Kong, B. C. C., in 
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in August 2000 p^ufad'8 0? beef tenderloin was purchased. Although 
this tenderloin \i&s obtained for fifteen cents per pound lads then 
prevailing Japanese prices, it was of inferior quality and is not 
considered as desirable as the Japanese pfodufct. 

Cost of operating the Wardroom Hess was reduced by 
approximately two dollars pel 4 Webber a month during this period. This 
reduction in operating cost tffelh due to more frequent periods in port 
than durihg the first part of the cruise and to improved food pro- 
curement as pointed out above. Mess bills averaged $42.65 per month 
for the period July through October. 

Forty-three (43) Navy, Army, and Air Force officer 
passengers were guests of the War dr o cm Moss for thirteen (13) days 
during August when BOXER furnished transportation for these officers 
between Sasebo, Japan and Hong Kong and return during their RSR leave. 

A continual stateroom and dock painting program was 
maintained throughout the months of September and October, This work, 
combined with previous painting, now completes alT Wardroom spaces in- 
cluding galley, pantry, and staterooms. 

Tho Wardroom sandwich mess operatod from 2000 until 
2400 each evening has proven popular. From six (6) to ton (lO) typos 
of sandwiches are available for sale each evening. Sandwich chits 
are added to tho officer’s ness bill and collected each month by tho 
Moss Treasurer. 

(5) Aviation Supply 

Sinco cessation of hostilities in Korea issuos of 
aviation items have droppod off considerably due to less tine for 
aircraft operation in tho air. During the poriod of this roport 
2482 aviation stores items wore requisitioned from Aviation Stores 
and 92$ woro furnished from available stock, 

U.S.S, JUPITER (AVS-8) roplenishod aviation stores on 
1 September while at sea. Thirty (30) measurement tons of supplies, 
including trans-shipment cargo was received. Of tho total items ! 
requisitioned from JUPITER approximately 64$ wore furnished. At i 

Yokosuka on 12 September JUPITER replenished this vossel with a f 

topping off list of items. Items not furnished by JUPITER woro 
thon passod to hor roliof, tho U.S.S. CHOURRE (AHV-l). Tho com- 
bined availability of items requested from tho two (2) supply 
vessels amounted to 81$. Tho first major replenishment from 
CHOURRE was accomplished in Yokosuka on 23 October 1953. Re- 
quisitions for 251 items were submitted and 65 % were filled. All 
NIS or NC items outstanding to CHOURRE on requisitions except ACOG 
or. priority n A n were cancelled due to impending return of BOXER to 
CONUS. 




There Ve re twenty-four (24) AC0G*s experioncod during 
this operating period* • Seven (7) wore F9F-2’s downed for a period of 
one (l). tp fjjLxtben (15) days for an aileron boost valve, R83-AP-25400- 
20. Considerable trouble with serviceability has been oxporisncod 
with this vhlve throughout the entire carais^ Throe (3) AD4NA's were 
downed for rudder hinge bThefcots, R82-DG-4219 689 i Of , the fourteen (14) 
remaining ACCG’s six (6) we be placed in an n up status'* within 4 8 hours 
by obtaining parts required for their repair free other carriers in the 
force. Remaining ACOG’s were as follows* 



NOMENCLATURE AIRCRAFT FASS TO SUPPLY 




AD4N(A) 

ACTIVITY 


R82-DG-2254504-502 

Rod 

ASD, OAKLAND 

11 days 

R82-V-200 

Valve 

AD4N(A) 

USS JTJPITER 

10 days 

R16-A-409-600 

Adapter 

F9F-2 

U5S JUPITER 

9 days 

R94-MAX-49083 

Controller 

F3F-2 

NAS, SAN DIEGO 

15 days 

R82-CV-VS-403 39-72 

Duct 

F4U-4 

USS JUPITER 

6 days 

R82-MDA-1 5-84208 

Slide, A.G. 

F2&-2F 

NAS SAN DIEGO 

7 dajrs 

R83-CNL-32R500-1 

Compressor 

F2H-2P 

USS CHOURRE 

16 days 


The F2H-2P compressor, stock number R83-GNL-32R500-1, 
was not carried in the Section BAKER allowance list as being used on 
F2H-2P aircraft and was not furnished in the initial outfitting of 
this vessel for deployment to the Far East. The item was consequently 
not on board when required. 

At start of gunnery training eatercises certain items of 
aviation ordnance equipment were in short supply. Operational train- 
ing was continued, however, with available equipment until material 
on order was received. 

(6) Electronics 

Electronics Supply continued generally satisfactory. 
However, non-availability of repair parts for the AN/URT-4 radio trans- 
mitter* some ordered as much as six (6) months ago, prevents satisfactory 
maintenance. The supply of 1B54 vacuum tubes for the SX radar had be- 
come critical in the area by the end of the period, as had the supply 
of 10 amp glass slow-blow fuzes. Five (5) C22 tubes were in constant 
short supply. 

(7) General Supply 

During this period of operation the receipt of breath-* 
ing oxvgen and gases was generally satisfactory. However, the last V; 
two (2) tankers furnishing fuel and gasoline replenishment to BCX£R 
could not furnish helium. Quantities of gases and oxygen received 
from 27 July to 11 November were as follows* 
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TYPE 

NUMBER OF CYLINDERS 

Breathing Oxygen 

24J 

Acetylene -225 

26 

C02 

85 

Helium 

96 

Freon 

23 

Acetylene 40 cu. ft* 

4 

Acetylene 10 cu. ft. 

6 

Paint supply procurement from stock aboard supply 


has been rather uncertain. Types which have proven difficult to obtain 
consistently when requisitioned ares light grey deck, dark grey deck, 
interior pea green firo resistant, and paint thinner* 

Approximately two (2) tons of general stores material 
fleet freight wa s rocoivod during this period to bolster stocks. 

Statistics on general stores material procurement from 
requisitions submit tod to supply ships by BOXER is as follows: 


TOTAL ITEMS 


DATE OF REQUISITIONS 

LOCATION REQUISITIONED ITEMS SUPPLIED 

1 July to 30 September 

Yokosuka 

498 

409 

28 July to 30 September 

Yokosuka 

474 

384 

30 September to ll Novonber 

Yokosuka 

124 

97 

28 July to 30 September 

Sasebo 

49 

39 


NIS ITEMS 

PERCENT SUPPLIED 

1 July to 30 September 

89 


82/£ 

28 Jvily to 30 September 

90 


12 % 

30 September to ll Novotibor 

54 


10 % 

28 J*uly to 30 September 

10 


19 % 


Throe thousand five hundred fifty (3550) items of 
general stores material wore issued on stub requisitions submitted 
during this period to the Supply Department. 

(8) Spore Parts 


A considerable number of both ship’s spare parts and 
ordnance spares wore NIS in Far East sources of supply. From area 
support sources BOXER was furnishod only 26 % of requested ship’s spares 
and 21 % of ordnance spares items. This necessitated a delay in accom- 
plishing repairs while NIS items were being forwarded to PRCO, Naval 
Supply Center, Oakland for procurement. 


Tabulation of items requisitioned and supplied from 
Far East supply sources for ship's, electronics, and ordnance spares 
is as follows: 
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ITEMS REQUESTED 

SUPPLIED 

PERCENTAGE 

Ship’s Spares 

469 

126 

26 

Electronics 

226 

138 

61 

Ordnance Spares 

72 

2D 
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C. Seamanship 

During tho period of 28 July through 11 November 1953, 
tho Gunnery Department Dock conducted tho following exorcises: 


RefUolod from A© 8 

Refueled Destroyers 13 

Re provisioned from AF 5 

Reamed from AE 3 

Miscellaneous transfers via 
highlino of Guard 
Mail and porspnnel 28 


A total of forty-nino (49) transfor operations was com- 
pleted, with as many ns five (5) individual ships participating during 
a single day. 

During the transfer of liquid fuels tho "Span-Wire” 
method was onployod with a great moasuro of success. 

D. Air 

(l) Catapults and Arresting Goar 

Catapult operations • havo materially decreased since the 
cease fire in Korea. During this period 749 shots woro firod from tho 
starboard catapult and 707 shots from tho port catapult. Total shots 
to date: Port-9457 and Starboard -9548. 

A port catapult pump failuro was oxperioncod prior to 
tho end of combat air operations over Korea, Additionally, tho volumo 
output of another pump had decreased to loss than 30 GIM. Although 
none of tho catapult crow had previous experience in pump installation, 
tho decision was made to roplaco both units as two spares wero on board. 

Tho catapult crew, assistod ty personnel in tho Engin- 
eering, Dopartnont, workod continuously on tho project by alternating 
and Splitting the crew on a day and night shift basis. Both pumps 
wero removed, now pumps installed and placed in operation within a 
poriod of sixty hours. 

Access to tho pumproon for pump roplaconont required 
cutting two 40" x 65” accoss holes in the catapult room bulkhead and 
dock. Tho pumps wero ronovod using 1" rolling stock, a track con- 


structod lovol With fee baso mounts, and several throe (3) ton 
chain hoists* From fed catapult machinery room lcvol tho pumps wore 
placod on dollies end novod to the hangar dock via tho forward bomb 
elevator. Pump alignment with tho motor was accomplished with a stool 
straight odgo and feolor gages. Hydraulic and screw jacks woro usod 
in addition to crowbars in moving the pump on its baso for proper align- 
ment, 

Soa conditions during this period were relatively smooth. 
Had tho soa boon rough, difficulties in moving the 4600 pound pumps 
about on rolling stock with chain hoists would havo materially increas- 
ed, Tho pumps have operated in a highly satisfactory manner sinco re- 
placement and tho highor voluno output has brought launching intervals 
back to normal. 


During this doploymont, ombarkod jet squadrons have 
cxporioncod twenty-six (26) barrior/barricado engagements. It has 
boon indicated, in viewing photographs and motion pictures, that raoid 
deceleration on Davis barrier runout imposes sufficient nogntivo G 
force to causo maximum depression of tho nose wheol oloo, Tho high 
loading on tho no so wheel apparently causes it to bo sharply rotardod 
upon roaching tho ramp, thereby breaking tho strut. Subsequent impact 
with tho deck, or initial stress at tho timo of strut failure, has re- 
sulted in failure of the noso wheel trunnion and ovorhaul danago to 
tho aircraft. 


An Arresting Goar Crash and Damage Report has been sub- 
mitted to BuAer strongly rocommcnding that tho barricado rig bo mod- 
ified to eliminate tho ramp projection by channeling tho lowor load- 
ing straps flush with the dock, 

(2) Aviation Gasoline 

During tho period reported, AvGas was replenished fif- 
teen (15) timos* A total of 1,190,63 3 gallons of AvGas and 4>935 gal- 
lons of AvLuboOil was used. 

On 2 November 1953 til but 5*500 gallons of AvGas woro 
transferred from each of the two sets of after tanks to the forward 
tanks in anticipation of the following days flight operations. The 
total amount of fuel on board at this time was 67,050 gallons. The 
after set of tanks was closed off at the pumproom. 

On 3 November 1953 the forward systom was used to re- 
fuel aircraft, A few aircraft were refueled oft by opening tho dis- 
tribution lines and pumping from the forward systom. On this day, 
aircraft from tho last recovery were refueled until the port and star- 
board forward tanks contained 6,600 gallons and 5,600 gallons res- 
pectively, at which timo refueling was halted. Twenty (20) aircraft 
were not rofuelod. Eight hundred (800 ) gallons were added to tho 
aftor system during drain backs and a total of 23 >050 gallons remained 
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ifi the sysl^l During, 
for viator was made at 1 
water was do tooted. 



bhis .last refueling o^Fation a constant chock 
le ship’s fueling station filters in uso. No 


Oh 4 November 1953 a total of 179*364 gallons of AvGas 
was received from tLS.Sv 'fCtoVANA (AO-64) in a period of 4 hours and 
5 minutes k As pempafod to former replenishments, an unusual amount 
of saltwntor was, rpeelvod during the first hour. The second hour 
showod a dcnstahtljf decreasing saltwater content, while the third 
hour showod only slight traces of saltwater. During the last hour 
no saltwater was present In the samples taken. 

After replenishment, each of the ship’s filters was 
drained and chocked with the system undor prossuro for the prosonco 
of saltwator. As no appreciable amount of wator was found, the re- 
maining aircraft, not .gassed the previous day, woro than refueled, A 
subsequent inspection of the fuel tank sumps in the twenty (20) air- 
craft refueled revealed that six (6) contained large amounts of salt- 
wator. An immediate inspection of every aircraft on the ship deter- 
mined that only the six (6) noted aircraft of thoso refueled after 
replenishment contained contaminated fuel. No aircraft gassed the 
previous day was affected. 

The aircraft containing contaminated fuel wore do-gassod 
and the ship’s piping, filters, and hoses were thoroughly flushed out 
by pumping over the side. 

The pumping of contaminated gasoline under those div 
cunstancos night bo attributed to one or more of the following causost 

(a) By receiving water from tho replenishing source 
during the first pumping stages which was possibly forced up through 
the riser plug valves into 'the fueling station risers, thus trapping 
a column of gasoline and water in the service lines. 

(b) By receiving a shot of water from tho replenishing 
source whon noaring completion of replenishment, thus trapping tho wator 
in tho drawoff tank. 

(c) By, or as a result of, emulsification in tho draw- 
off and innor tanks, thon dispensing the water-gasoline emulsion whon 
tho systom was placed in immediate operation. 


A further investigation to dotormino cause of contamina- 
tion is underway, howovor, it is boliovod that adherence to the below 
recommended procedures, in addition to those normally carrlod out, will 
eliminate similar contamination, and promulgation of them as standard 
practice is recommended. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS ; 

1. Before each replenishment, punp up and bleed off 
all the inert gase and air from the systems. Stop pumping and hold 
pressure. Close all riser valves and fueling station valves to insure 
that all riser linos and filters are filled with gasoline. Upon com- 
pletion of replenishment the execution of a drain back will flush out 
sorvice linos. 

2. Aftor roplonishtocnt socuro system for as long a 
poriod as possible, if no omorgoncy for refuoling aircraft oxists. 
Recommend at least twelve (12) hours. 

3. Incroase tho initial poriod of pumping at re- 
duced prossuro when receiving into tanks containing loss than 10,000 
gallons of AvGas. 

(3) Helicopter 

Two (2) major helicopter ropairs, normally boyond tho 
scopo of shipboard maintenance, wore accomplished while the ship was 
underway during tho reporting poriod. 

In ono instanco a damagod tail rotor assembly was changed 
on tho fleet sparo helicopter. Two (2) sots of blades wero installed, 
howover, tracking difficulties nocossitatod oxchangc of the entiro 1 
assombly. Blado pitch was adjustod by tho "trial and error" method 
until tracking was within operating tolerance . 

During an extendod poriod of operation, it boenmo noc- 
ossary to change a main rotor head at tho regular 480 hour interval. 
Initial rigging was based on tho long and short rod settings of tho 
original head, and fine pitch adjustment was subsequently complotod to 
place tho blados in track. In spite of the unstablo shipboard plat- 
form, tho rotor hoad change and tracking was accomplished within tho 
span of a non-operating day; honco no time was lost from rogular 
operations. 

E, Engineering 

(l) Main Propulsion Plant 

Tho main propulsion plant on this vossol has givon 
excellent performance , particularly whon tho relatively short anount 
of availability is taken into consideration. By the middle of August, 
all boilers had exceeded 2000 stoaming hours since mechanical cleaning^ 
but this condition was corrected at Yokosuka during tho upkoop period g 
in oarly September. During this sane upkoop poriod, this vossol was 
drydoqkod by SRF, Yokosuka for omorgoncy ropairs to propollors. 



The only major enginooring casualty during this poriod 
was a rupturod tube In. number six (6) bollor, which occurrod on 4 
Novombo r 1953 • 'the exact cause and comploto extent of danago to 
bollor aro, as yot^ unknown. Repairs are pending arrival at San 
Francisco Naval Shipyard, whore thorough examination and ro pairs 
will be effected* 

(2) Electrical Installation 

The electrical installations in this vessel havo con-* 
tinuod to function in on outstanding manner considering ago and typo 
of equipment, Tho automatic voltage regulation of the 1250 K.W. ship's 
sorvico gonorators is rolntivoly slow to respond to load fluctuations 
and oscillates radically boforo sottling out on final voltage sotting. 
With tho hoavior type aircraft requiring 4000 psi hydraulic pump dis- 
charge prossuros, it has become nocossary to opera to throo (3) gono- 
rators during flight operations. Maintenance roquironont is thereby 
greatly incroasod and naintonanco availability is likowiso groatly 
roducod, 

(3) Training 

Continuous training of watch porsonnol in casualty 
control oxcrcisos has rosultod in a woll trained group, capablo of 
handling machinery and plant casualties with a minimum loss of power 
and timo. 

Severe shortages in certain ratos, particularly I C and 
EM ratos, has placod this vossol in an undosirablo condition of read- 
iness at times, but omphasizpd in-rato training programs are holping 
to roliovo this situation, 

F, Medical 

Following is a statistical summary of Medical Department 
activities during tho poriod 28 July to 11 Novonbcr 1953 inclusive: 


(1) Total admissions to tho sick list 370 

(a) Transforrod to U,S, Naval Hospital 44 

(b) Discharged to duty 327 

(c) Total number of sick days 900 

(2) Total treatments at sick call 7166 

(3) Total number proscriptions filled in 

tho Pharmacy 2389 



report. 
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'Ratos per yoor por 
3.P9P, stpongtii,,,... 


Venereal Diseaso Admissions 

(a) Urethritis, Ac., Due to 
Gonococcus 

(b) Chancroid 

(c) Total Vonoroal Disoasc 
(Los N.G.C.) 

(d) Urothritis, Non-Gonococcal 


No.Adm. . 

. BOXER 


72 

82.32 

137.8 

24 

* 

27.4 

53.7 

97 

102.88 

193.2 

135 

153.6 

109.7 


(5) Upper Respiratory Diseaso Admissions 


(a) Common Cold 7 

(b) Pharyngitis 4 

(c) Sinusitis, Acute .1 

(d) Tonsillitis, Acuto 3 

( 0 ) Sop-cic Sore Throat 2 


(6) Injuries requiring admission to tho sick list 23 

(7) Admissions from other ships 

(a) Hepatitis, Infectious, with jaundico 1 


(8) Other Procedures 

(a) Diathermy treatments conducted 372 

(t>) Laboratory procedures 2020 

(c) Surgical Operations 

Hornioplasty 5 

Appendectomy 4 

Circumcision 24 

Tonsillectomy 6 

Miscellaneous minor surgical procedures 5 

(d) Physical Examinations 

Standard Forms 88 

(including annual physical examinations) I 63 

Miscellaneous Administrative 

Physical examinations 1324 


(9) Thoro woro no fatal injuries during tho period of this 


(10) Tho health of the crow was excollont during tho poriod 
of this reports 


tt. Navigation 

No unusual navigational difficulties woro experienced 
during this poriod while condicting operations in tho Sea of Japan 
and East China Soa. g 

Celestial navigation was used almost oxclusivoly, 
however, loran reception stations 2H0, 2KL, 2H2, and 2H5 provided 



reliable fixes at night 4 buo to geographical location of the oper- 
ating area* radnf fixes and rocommondations were received fron Combat 
Information Center readily. 


The ship made upkeep and repair trips into Hong Kong, 

China and Sasebo and Yokosuka, Japan during this reporting period. No 
navigational difficulties were experienced, in general good visual 
navigational aids were available for piloting, A pilot was used in 
Yokosuka and part of the time in Sasebo, No pilot was used in Hong 
Kong, 

Part VII .Summary of Recommendations 

1, the ships,,, be provided with enough leeway.. to 
conduct such drills... (page 17) 

2. ,,, BOXER concurs,,., need for AN/URD-4 direction finder.., 

(page 19) 

3. «,, recommended that it (ADEX) be conducted (page 19) 

4, ... comments concerning Hong Kong beef..,, (page 26) 

5* ,,, recommending that the barricade rig bo modified, . .(page 30) 
6, ,,, Three recommendations concerning AvGas replenishment. . »• 

(page 32) 


B. Ei MOCRE 
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CNb( advance) 

2 

CVG 9 

CINCPACFLT (advance) 

2, 

CVG 11 

CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 

1 

CVG 12 

C CMNAV FE ( advance ) 

1 

CVG 14 

CQMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 

1 

CVG 15 

CQMSEVENTHFLT(advanco ) 

1 

CVG 17 

CTF-77 ( advance ) 

1 

CVG 19 

CQMAIRPAC ( advance ) 

5 

VC 3 

CCMSEKVPAC 

1 

VC 11 

COMFAIRALAMEDA 

1 

VC 35 

CQMFAIR JAPAN 

1 

VC 61 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 

1 


CO, FAIRBETUPAC 

2 


COMFAIRHAWAII 

1 


NLO, JOC, KOREA 

1 


CO, USS ESSEX (CVA-9) 

1 


CO, USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33) 

1 


CO, USS ORISKANY (CVA-34) 

1 


CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-47) 

1 


CO, USS VALLE! FORGE (CVA-45) 

1 


CO, USS TARAWA (CVA-40) 

1 


CO, USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) 

1 


CO, USS WASP (CVA-18) 

1 


CO, USS HORNET (CVA-12) 

1 


CO, USS YCRKTOWN (CVA-10) 

1 


CO, USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 

1 


CO, USS BATAAN (CVL-29) 

1 


CO, USS BAIROKO (CVE-115) 

1 


CO, USS RADOENG STRAIT (CVE-116) 

1 


CO, USS REND OVA (CVE-114) 

1 


CO, USS SICILY (CVE-118) 

1 


CO, USS POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) 

1 


COMCARDIV ONE 

1 


COMCARDIV THREE 

1 


COMCARDIV FIVE 

1 


COMCARDIV FIFTEEN 

1 


CCMCARDIV SEVENTEEN 

1 


ATG 1 

5 


ATG 2 

1 


CVG 2 

1 


CVG 3 

1 


CVG 4 

1 


CVG 5 

1 


CVG 6 

1 




1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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